
Press points 

 

''First I would like to say that this Dialogue is about our mutual 

commitment. It is very important that conclusions of the first session 

of HLAD have been delivered upon on all points. 

The High Level Dialogue is about substance. I am 

impressed/encouraged by the Prime Minister Gruevski and his 

government. I welcomed the overall Roadmap for the reforms adopted 

by the government on 24 April. Now it is important to 

implement these measures  and to review/monitor the progress 

regularly.  The Roadmap itself should be seen as a living 

document/process. 

 

Concerning specific measures I would highlight the on-going talks 

regarding freedom of expression and, in particular, the 

decriminalization of defamation. These efforts should be pursued. 

 

I welcome that the government is committed to reforms in vital areas 

such as: comprehensive electoral reform by September; a 

comprehensive review of the Ohrid Framework Agreement, by June; 

strengthening of the independence of the judiciary and public 

administration.  

 

The HLAD is an evolving and inclusive process in which the views of 

stakeholders will be regularly sought across the various areas covered. 

For example, media representatives and government came together for 

an open dialogue in Ohrid in March. I was also pleased to address the 

National Council for European Integration this morning. The cross 

party political support for the Dialogue is also a key ingredient of 

success.  

 

Opening accession negotiations remains our common 

objective.  However, in the meantime it is important to maintain the 

momentum of reforms. This is exactly why we have launched a High 

Level Accession Dialogue together with Prime Minister Gruevski. 

 



When we meet for the next session of the HLAD in September we 

will be able to reflect on what has been achieved and feed this into the 

Progress report. Based on that Report the Member States will make 

their judgment about the accession issue in December.  

The process has started and it is here not for the benefit of Brussels 

but for the benefit of the citizens of this country.'' 

 


