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SPEECH  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am delighted to be here with you today to speak about 

innovation in Health.  

I am told that this morning, you followed presentations on 

healthcare on the potential for innovation, from the 

research laboratory to the market. 

Let me now take innovation in Healthcare to who matters 

the most – the patient.  

Europe needs innovation in health to provide better 

healthcare, to more people, in an efficient manner, in the 

long term. 

We need to use innovation to make health systems 

deliver more; and in a more sustainable manner.  

This is why I have made innovation in Health a priority. 
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Not because innovation is trendy; not because innovation 

is an end in itself; but because it is a means to serve 

patients and a means to drive the economy on which we 

all depend.   

On one hand, these are times of economic austerity. 

 On the other hand, as Europe's ageing population grows, 

chronic diseases grow with it.  

This adds additional pressure on health systems at a time 

when the health workforce is shrinking and resources are 

scarce. 

Each and every citizen should have easy access to high 

quality care, regardless of how much he or she earns and 

where he or she lives.   

So how do we deliver more healthcare, to more people, 

with fewer health professionals and limited resources? 

Innovation is the answer.  

Rather than spending more, we need to spend better. 

The time has come to create more efficient models of 

healthcare and find innovative solutions.  
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We need to find better ways to deliver high quality 

healthcare to patients, while keeping down costs and 

maintaining the efficiency and sustainability of health 

systems. 

Innovation must also look beyond traditional "products" 

and include the whole care chain – from hospitals, carers 

and health insurers.  

The potential is there – but we need to create the right 

environment for it to flourish. 

Let's take eHealth as an example.   

• eHealth can give patients access to the best medical 

expertise in the comfort of their own home.  At the 

same time, it can help health professionals monitor 

the condition of patients from a distance.  

• eHealth can also enable patients who suffer from a 

rare disease to access the equally rare medical 

expertise to diagnose or treat his or her disease 

without leaving their home town. 

• Imagine how much easier this would make the lives 

of older people, or the less mobile, or those living in 

the more remote parts of Europe.  
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These are efficient ways of developing services that can 

improve quality of treatment, access, and safety of health 

and social care for patients. 

This is why I welcome projects such as "ICT Link Nurse" 

by the Nurses' Association in Greece.  It enables newly-

qualified nurses working with older people to benefit from 

the "know-how" of more experienced colleagues in using 

ICT tools for tele-monitoring.  

Why can't we translate positive developments such as 

these across EU borders?   

Part of the problem lies in the lack of interoperability 

between eHealth systems across Europe.  

Health systems cannot "speak" to each other. 

To fully exploit the benefits of eHealth we need health 

systems which are interoperable between different floors 

in a hospital, between different hospitals in the same 

town, in other regions and across the border.  

The European Commission is playing its part in bridging 

these gaps. 
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One major step in this direction is the new Directive on 

patients' rights in cross-border healthcare which clarifies 

the right for patients to be treated or diagnosed in another 

EU Member State – and be reimbursed for it.  

This new Directive encourages national authorities all 

over Europe to work closely together to co-ordinate action 

on eHealth.  

This kind of co-operation will help us to learn from each 

other and break down the legal and practical barriers to 

interoperability. In turn, this will help us ensure patient 

safety and continuity of care across Europe.  

To succeed in exploring innovation for healthcare, we 

need to work together in partnership. 

It is in this spirit that we have launched the European 

Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing; to 

explore together how to improve our health and quality of 

life through innovation. 

The Partnership will mobilise both the private and public 

sectors to translate research and innovation into products, 

devices, and services that respond to the needs of 

Europeans. 
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Our goal is to increase by 2 the average number of years 

that Europeans live an active and healthy life. 

If we succeed, we will be rewarded with: 

• better health and quality of life, in particular for  the 

elderly;  

• more efficient and sustainable health systems; and  

• enhanced competitiveness. 

Through this Partnership, we hope to build on many of the 

inspiring projects that share these objectives.  

For example, projects such as the Olive Branch Initiative 

in the UK – named after Olive Simcock, a lady who 

tragically died in a fire at home. This project brings 

together healthcare and social workers with key services 

such as the fire brigade; to use technology – together - to 

ensure older people remain safe in their homes. 

Our action does not stop here. 

I cannot speak about innovation in healthcare without 

speaking about developing the best medicines and 

medical devices for patients. 
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To provide high quality healthcare to our patients, we 

need a strong innovative pharmaceutical and medical 

devices industry.  

Our policy here needs to strike a delicate balance 

between: 

• maintaining high quality products; 

• ensuring access and availability for patients; while 

• containing costs.  

The pharmaceutical industry in Europe is on the leading 

edge of innovation and technology. One of its latest 

developments is personalised medicine.  

Each of us has a unique genetic make-up; and the best 

cure for the same disease can vary from patient to 

patient.  

Innovation can help provide solutions tailored to different 

patient groups as opposed to a "one-size-fits-all" solution.  

This can make the difference between cure or a life of 

suffering. This is why personalised medicines need to be 

developed in a way that delivers efficiency, safety and 

high quality to all. 
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This brings me to my final point.  

When we introduce new technologies – medicines, 

eHealth tools or interventions – we need clear evidence 

that the resources we invest will pay off. 

This means showing that new health technologies can be 

more effective than current treatments; and that the 

benefits outweigh the costs.  

Health technology assessment has proved to be a 

valuable tool for decision-makers when considering taking 

up new health technologies or phasing out obsolete 

technologies.  

I believe Member States have much to gain from greater 

co-operation on   Health technology assessment. The 

European Commission is fostering and supporting co-

operation in this area at European level.  

Moving on, to shape health systems able to meet citizens' 

needs in the years to come, we need more than 

technology. 

We need Innovation of the mind set. 
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We need innovation in how we design hospitals to ensure 

more efficient flow of information and patients. Innovation 

in health must be about organisation, management, 

financial planning and control, co-ordination between 

services, economies of scale. 

We need innovation in rethinking the different tasks of 

health professionals; in moving away some services from 

hospitals to doctors' practices; or to centres of excellence; 

or in linking up local care units with large hospitals. We 

need innovative ways to make health systems more 

efficient. 

 

*****************************************************************

*****    

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I believe Innovation is the key to turn our current 

challenges into opportunities to thrive under pressure. 

To do this we need "smart" or responsible innovation:  

• innovation that responds to the needs and 

expectations of Europeans;  
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• innovation that contributes to the efficiency and 

sustainability of health systems; and  

• innovation that helps provide safe and high quality 

healthcare – for each and every European. 

I look forward to working with you in exploiting innovation 

for health; so that Europe is able to meet the health needs 

of Europeans for generations to come. 

Thank you. 

End 
 

 


