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STAKEHOLDER CONFERENCE  
EUROPEAN INNOVATION PARTNERSHIP ON ACTIVE AND HEALTHY AGEING 

FRIDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2010, 10:00HRS 
 

SPEECH  
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure to address this conference of 

important and influential stakeholders; and in particular to 

speak about the exciting and ground-breaking initiative of 

the European Innovation Partnership on Active and 

Health Ageing. 

The Innovation Union Strategy, launched on 6 October, is 

one of the flagship initiatives of the Commission's 

overarching Europe 2020 project.   

The Strategy introduces the concept of European 

Innovation Partnerships (EIPs) to tackle specific societal 

challenges.  Healthy and Active Ageing has been 

selected as the pilot partnership initiative. 

We hope that both the Strategy and the proposed EIP on 

Healthy and Active Ageing will be endorsed by the Heads 

of Governments at the mid-December European Summit. 
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This would pave the way for the Partnership to be 

launched officially in January. 

Naturally, I am delighted that Healthy and Active Ageing 

has been chosen as the first EIP subject.   

This, of course, makes very good sense.  I know you will 

not be surprised to hear me say that.  

Since my appointment as Health Commissioner, I have 

consistently expressed my strong commitment towards 

promoting healthy ageing.  But this is not only about my 

priorities; it is much, much bigger.   

The demographic projections for Europe, make this issue 

a necessity – and a burning one at that – rather than a 

just policy option.    The balance is shifting. That is a 

reality.   

By 2060 the 65+ age group will have grown by nearly 

90%, and 80+ group even by 180%.  And for every 

person over 65 there will be just 2 people of working age. 

Today, there are 4.  

And public healthcare spending will rise from around 7% 

of GDP today, to a projected 11% of GDP by 2060.  
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The older generation is growing and our responsibility 

towards them has to grow in tandem. Indeed, we cannot 

change the demographics – but there is a great deal we 

can do to prepare and plan our response to this changing 

pattern of society. 

One of the keys to this is health – both on a personal and 

societal level.  

On a personal level, policy makers have a moral 

obligation to try to maximise the life potential of citizens. 

On a societal level, a population growing older in poor 

health is a population weakened not only by many making 

an early exit from the labour market, but also by many not 

being active and participating in daily life.   

This requires us to think of an adaptation of our future 

society to gear up to deal with the challenges and needs 

of older people. We need to help citizens maximise their 

life potential to remain active, independent and healthy as 

they grow older.  
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We need to prepare for the future ageing society and one 

way to do so is to use innovation and technology. If we 

want our citizens to be healthy, we need to support 

innovation to prevent, diagnose, treat and manage 

diseases. Innovation is the engine that will safely deliver a 

precious cargo to safe harbour. And, to this end, health 

represents an important part of innovation capacity, 

contributing to about 9% of GDP. Innovation in health 

therefore offers great potential and promise for our 

economies. This is why I have put innovation at the heart 

of my policy - it is a means to serve our patients.  

Which brings me to the Partnership. 

 Our objective is ambitious: we want to increase by 

2020 by two years the number of years that 

Europeans can live an active and healthy life beyond 

today’s average EU level which is around 61. 

 This will not only improve health status and quality of 

life of our older citizens, it will also have significant 

positive impacts on our workforce and the 

competitiveness of Europe.  

 We aim through the Partnership to pursue a triple 

win for Europe. 
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 As I said, it will seek to enable EU citizens to lead 

healthy, active and independent lives whilst growing 

older;  

 But, also it will seek to improve the sustainability and 

efficiency of social and healthcare systems towards 

more integration and collaboration of care services; 

and 

 It will develop and deploy innovative products, 

devices and services specifically suitable for the 

elderly, thus generating opportunities for EU 

businesses.  

Let me repeat, I am very pleased that the very first of 

these Partnerships is on Active and Healthy Ageing. But, 

to succeed, we need close cooperation across different 

policies covering public health, research and industrial 

policy. And we need strong commitment from all partners, 

both public and private, at local, regional, national and 

European level.  

In practice, the Partnership will serve to bring players 

together, to break down barriers, to mobilise expertise 

and resources across the entire value innovation chain in 

order to explore health innovation in a way that responds 

to the needs of older people.   
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It is only if we work together and if each of us does his or 

her part that we can work All for Health to deliver Health 

for all. It is only together that we can build a solid future 

for our citizens to live active and healthy lives.  

The Partnership will be a truly collaborative effort.  

I am conscious of the need to include older people 

directly in this process.  We need to be humble.  We don't 

have all the answers.   We need to listen.  And today is 

where we start. 

Within the Commission, the services for Health and 

Consumers are co-operating very closely with colleagues 

responsible for research, enterprise and industry, 

employment, and of course information society… 

… where I will be working very closely with my colleague 

Neelie Kroes, with whom I am delighted to share a 

platform today. 

The success of the Partnership will of course depend on 

the input, effort and energy of all not only the 

Commission, but of us willing to make a difference. 

Today, of course, marks the launch of our consultation 

exercise.   
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One aspect of this is to complete the mapping and gather 

further detailed information on existing national, regional 

and local initiatives.  

A second aspect is to gather preliminary ideas for future 

actions.  

And this is where we look to you for inspiration and 

creativity.   

So please – share with us the benefit of your experiences 

and insights as we build this Partnership and pursue 

together our common aim to see increasingly healthier 

and happier older generations. 

Thank you. 

End 
 


