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CLOSING REMARKS 
 
 
Chairman Tenenbaum,  
 
Vice-Minister Sun Dawei,  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
I would like, first of all, to thank once more the United 
States Consumer Product Safety Commission – and in 
particular Chairman Tenenbaum – for hosting this year's 
Trilateral Consumer Product Safety Summit.  
 
I am sure that you will agree that these regular - until now 
biennial - summits have become a valuable addition to 
our consumer product safety agendas.  
 
This co-operation is particularly important from the 
European Commission's perspective because consumer 
safety is at the heart of the European Union's consumer 
policy. We want to secure the health and well-being of 
European citizens, and therefore, our legislation on 
product safety seeks to foster a culture in which all 
consumer products must be safe. For me it is also a 
means of building consumer confidence at a time when it 
is badly needed. 
 
However, trade in goods is increasing and supply chains 
are becoming ever more complex. In addition, the same 
products are often marketed across the globe.  
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This means that the job of ensuring product safety cannot 
be done in isolation. Indeed, international cooperation in 
the consumer safety area has become a real necessity, 
and not just a desirable option.  
 
To add to this, let me state the obvious – the European 
Union is going through challenging economic times.  
 
We, in the European Commission, are working to 
optimise conditions for smart, sustainable and inclusive 
growth.   
 
European consumers play a central role here, as they are 
at the very heart of the EU Single Market.  500 million 
European consumers represent one of the most important 
markets in the world and EU citizens' choices and 
behaviour have tremendous potential for driving the 
recovery of the European economy.  
 
We need to make sure that the conditions are right for this 
to happen. Strengthening consumer confidence in the 
safety of the products they buy is essential towards 
achieving this aim.   
 
Consumers must be confident that the goods they buy are 
safe, irrespective of the place of production.  
 
In the European Union we have made enormous strides 
in the protection of consumers from dangerous products.  
We have strong legislation and a great number of high-
quality standards in place to ensure the safety of 
consumer products.  
 
The EU rapid alert system – RAPEX – for the rapid 
exchange of information between EU Member States and 
the European Commission on measures taken in relation 
to dangerous products, has consistently proved its worth 
in protecting EU consumers.  
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We have established cooperation in market surveillance 
among EU Member States, enabling them to increase 
their efficiency.  
 
Over recent years we have also developed new tools 
which facilitate the cooperation between market 
surveillance and customs authorities across the EU.   
 
And last, but not least, as you already know, we have built 
effective communication and cooperation with our 
international partners both bilaterally and multilaterally.  
 
Despite our achievements, however, the European 
Commission is constantly striving to improve the product 
safety framework in Europe.  
 
One of the major initiatives that we are currently working 
on is to revise the EU's product safety legislation.   
 
The aim is to allow our current product safety system to 
deliver even more rapidly, efficiently and consistently 
throughout the EU, and to be flexible enough to adapt to 
the challenges of globalisation.  
 
Later this year the European Commission will present a 
package of legislative proposals for a revised product 
safety framework. 
 
In this context, we also want to continuously improve the 
way we co-operate internationally.  
 
This brings me back to today's Summit, and the 
importance of our trilateral cooperation in the area of 
consumer product safety. 
 
In the context of international product safety, the United 
States and China are our two most important partners.   
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This trilateral cooperation covers enormous volumes of 
products made by a massive number of producers.  
 
Trilateral cooperation helps to build mutual trust amongst 
us and brings added value by discussing and developing 
coordinated responses to the parallel challenges we face 
when it comes to addressing product safety concerns.  
 
This work helps us improve safety for consumers across 
the three continents as well as promoting business 
opportunities and growth.  
 
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, the 
General Administration for Quality Supervision, Inspection 
and Quarantine (AQSIQ) of the People's Republic of 
China and the European Commission have been pursuing 
trilateral cooperation for 4 years now – and this is already 
our third summit.  
 
During this time we have laid excellent foundations for our 
continued cooperation.   
 
We have consistently agreed and we have confirmed 
today that it is important to keep product safety at the top 
of our political agenda.  
 
We also recognise that open markets can only be built on 
the basis of strong and secure management of global 
product supply chains.  
 
Indeed, there are many fields where we have agreed that 
common work is beneficial. 
 
During the Trilateral meeting that took place here in the 
U.S yesterday and today, we discussed together what we 
have achieved so far, the continuation of our activities, 
and some new initiatives.  
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Following the main theme of the trilateral summit – 
"product safety surveillance from factory to front door: A 
cooperative effort" – we have exchanged views on how to 
track products through the supply chain; on how  
information exchanges in the product safety field can be 
undertaken; and on how to inform stakeholders on the 
product safety rules they need to respect.  
 
The main topic of the last few days has, however, been 
discussions on activities leading towards implementing a 
system for "seamless product surveillance".  
This is a system that links product safety controls along 
the product supply chain by promoting cooperation 
amongst authorities responsible for controlling exports, 
customs authorities and product safety authorities in 
countries of origin and countries of consumption. 
 
During the discussions we heard that some issues should 
be best worked on bilaterally, while some should be 
tackled trilaterally and some domestically.  
 
As regards product safety information exchange, the 
European Commission has been committed to, and will 
keep working to, maximise the effectiveness of the 
RAPEX China system, launched in 2006.  
 
For those not familiar with RAPEX China, this is an 
automated system which allows the European 
Commission to inform AQSIQ of dangerous products of 
Chinese origin notified by EU Member States. This allows 
AQSIQ to follow up directly on notifications of unsafe 
products.  
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Our cooperation in this field has achieved tangible 
benefits. Between September 2006 and October 2011, 
AQSIQ investigated and, where necessary, adopted 
measures in relation to 1,752 RAPEX notifications of 
dangerous products from the EU Member States. 
 
Continuing and extending (where feasible) the exchange 
of product safety regulatory information between the 
European Commission, the Chinese Ministry and CPSC 
is very important. This could give us the opportunity to 
better coordinate our work.   
 
In addition, trilateral work should also continue on 
providing product safety information to manufacturers, 
importers and other relevant stakeholders through the 
supply chain, on the rules they need to respect when 
bringing or designing products for our markets.  
 
We would like to cooperate with both the US and China to 
follow up the project we started which looks at how we 
can best communicate product safety information in 
China, and possibly agree on some trial projects.  
 
In tune with this, I agreed with the Chinese AQSIQ 
Minister Zhi Shuping this March to launch a first 
consumer product safety joint surveillance action between 
the EU and China.  
 
Although this particular project is planned to run for 
several years, I am certain that we can share some 
experiences as early as the next trilateral summit on the 
project.  
We could use this information to further develop, 
trilaterally, how the implementation of seamless 
surveillance could work in practice. 
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Lastly, being able to trace products along the supply 
chain, and being able to identify the producers of those 
products, is also of common interest and contributes 
towards achieving seamless surveillance.  
 
We want to make sure that dangerous products can be 
found, that they can be traced back to the source of the 
problem and that they do not reach our markets.  
 
From the European side, with the revision of our general 
product safety legislation, we will also aim to provide 
clearer rules on product traceability, including the 
systematic identification of the manufacturer and, where 
that is the case, the importer. This will help target the 
corrective and remedial actions.  
 
With this objective in mind, we are also looking forward to 
share the results of a project with stakeholders to improve 
the traceability of products through the supply chain in 
Europe that should be ready in a year's time.  
 
**************************************************************** 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Allow me to conclude by saying that I very much look 
forward to cooperating with our Chinese and American 
partners in implementing the points that have emerged 
over the course of this meeting.  
 
I firmly believe that our trilateral discussions contribute to 
making our consumers safer and will continue to do so in 
the future.  
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The Commission is therefore fully committed to taking 
forward this trilateral cooperation and I can announce that 
the European Commission is very pleased to have the 
honour of hosting the next Trilateral Product Safety 
Summit. 
 
In this respect I very much look forward to welcoming our 
trilateral partners to the next Trilateral Product Safety 
Summit in 2014 in Europe.  
 
Thank you very much. 
 


