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SPEECH 
 
Dear Minister, Dear Members of the European 
Parliament, Ladies and gentlemen, 

During this conference, we have had the benefit of 
different views and perspectives. 

Indeed, we have seen that, in Europe, there are animal 
welfare friendly products that go beyond the basic legal 
requirements.  

Certification schemes and specific initiatives come from 
different horizons: farmers, animal welfare organisations, 
food services or retailers. Each is qualified by the area 
covered and the levels of importance and commercial 
success achieved.  

We have also heard about the complexity of consumer 
behaviour.  

Although it is fair to say that there is an interest for animal 
welfare among EU consumers everywhere, the level of 
intensity varies and this interest is not always manifested 
in consumer choices. There are several reasons for that 
but it is unquestionably of particular importance to ensure 
that consumers get the information that they need in order 
to make their choices. 

Transparency, clarity and validation of animal welfare 
claims could contribute to empower European 
consumers. 
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However, we have also seen that animal welfare progress 
can also be achieved against initial consumer demand. 

Consumers generally object to boar taint in pig meat and 
this has led to the practice of castration of piglets in order 
to meet this negative consumer demand. In such 
circumstances it is significant that a voluntary agreement 
between stakeholders and the public sector lays out the 
path towards ending this practice.  

We have also understood that, even if the EU has a 
certain leadership, animal welfare for farm animals has 
become a global issue and could contribute to sustainable 
development.  

The EU-funded research project ECONWELFARE 
describes the different ways in which animal welfare is 
developing in Europe: from legislation protecting against 
the worst practices, to market driven standards. 

In the rest of the world businesses are searching for 
global standards: the establishment of a global animal 
welfare benchmarking system comparable to the one 
applied to food safety. 

I also know that tomorrow the conference will continue 
with two important topics: optimisation of enforcement 
and the role of innovation for animal welfare. 

While enforcement is primarily the role of the public 
authorities, it is critical for the EU to ensure smooth 
functioning of the internal market.  

In a period where public deficit reduction is a priority, we 
have to find ways to optimise enforcement and to avoid 
redundant checks and administrative burden.  
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From this perspective, it is important to consider 
innovative approaches, in particular the use of animal 
based indicators. 

The role of innovation and research is also essential. The 
EU will continue to fund research projects on animal 
welfare.  

However, research can only be transformed into 
innovation and competitiveness if it is properly 
disseminated and ultimately if it is taken up by business 
operators.  

Private-Public partnerships should be seen as crucial for 
animal welfare. 

With this in mind the Commission proposes in its strategy 
to establish a European network of reference centres for 
animal welfare. 

I am pleased to announce on this occasion that this year, 
thanks to the appropriation of one million euros for the 
2012 EU budget voted by European Parliament, the 
Commission will launch a pilot project for such a network, 
. 

Finally, to the question, raised in the conference, whether 
the market can contribute to enhance the welfare of 
animals, I would definitively reply in the affirmative. 

There are indeed many indications that show that 
business operators are willing to take this responsibility 
and that consumers are concerned about animal welfare. 

This is not a fashion that will end with the end of this 
winter. There are convergent data over the years which 
confirm that animal welfare is a long term trend. 
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It is true that people in the street have other major 
concerns like unemployment or health. It is true that 
interest in animal welfare also varies among the regions 
of Europe. 

However, the trend is not limited to Europe and has 
become a global issue, not only because the EU is a 
major importer of food but also because citizens in third 
countries care for animals just as EU citizens do. 

Our role as public authorities is therefore to enforce 
existing legislation that eliminates the worst practices, 
while encouraging the market to deliver animal welfare 
standards that meet consumer demand. 

For this, the Commission proposes a strategy with 
concrete solutions that can be implemented in the next 
four years. 

In this sense, this conference is part of our strategy. It 
creates the necessary interest and momentum for debate, 
ideas and future solutions. 

I would like to thank all of you for your valuable 
participation and look forward to further contributions from 
you in support of the work of the Commission in this field. 

End 
 


