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SPEECH 
 

Honourable Members of the Parliament of France, 

First, I would like to thank you for the invitation to address 

the National Assembly on the issue of antimicrobial 

resistance (AMR) and the use of antimicrobials in 

animals.  

The topic is very important due to its high relevance to 

public health.  

Essential, life-saving antimicrobials are becoming less 

effective.  This means that we could become defenceless 

against a wide range of currently treatable, bacterial 

infections.  

The EU remains a forerunner in the fight against AMR in 

both animal and human medicines. 
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In 2006, the EU wide ban on the use of antimicrobial 

growth promoters in animal husbandry came into force 

while in the field of human health, EU-wide 

recommendations called for the implementation of 

national strategies against this threat and for national 

public information campaigns promoting the prudent use 

of antibiotics.  

According to the European Centre for Disease Prevention 

and Control (ECDC), at this moment, multi-resistant 

bacteria cause at least 25 000 patients' deaths each year 

in the EU alone.   

Against this background, I believe the appropriate use of 

antimicrobials by all parties is the only way forward, if we 

want to continue to treat patients and animals with 

effective medicines in the future.  

In animal farming, good disease prevention and control, 

biosecurity and farm management are of vital importance 

to improve animal health and welfare.  
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Given indeed the advances that we have made on these 

fronts, the need to use antimicrobials to treat animals has 

thankfully decreased somewhat.  Yet antimicrobial 

medicines remain essential in the treatment of sick 

animals affected by bacterial infections. The key is to find 

the right balance. Their use should be duly justified and 

targeted at the infection in question.  Farms should not 

serve as incubators for resistant bacteria.   

I would like to give you an idea of what is being done at 

the EU level to get the balance right and to deal with the 

issue of Anti-Microbial Resistance. 

I believe that you will all agree with me when I say that 

human health is the cornerstone for European rules on 

medicines – both human and veterinary.  The existing 

legal tools are used to the utmost to curb resistance 

development. One such tool is the authorisation process 

of applications for marketing of veterinary medicines.  

In fact, the EU rules on veterinary medicinal products 

contain a number of provisions towards this end:   

 They stipulate that the use of antimicrobials requires 

veterinary prescription.  
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 They require that pre-authorisation assessment 

takes into account the possible development of 

resistant bacteria of relevance to human health.   

 And, more importantly, where necessary, measures 

shall be taken to limit resistance development.   

 They also require product information and labelling 

to contain the necessary information for users to 

administer the medicine properly.  

In addition, the Commission, and as well as the Member 

States, can also reconsider the terms of authorisation of 

products on the market when solid scientific grounds 

justify such a reconsideration. 

The Commission has therefore asked the relevant 

scientific committee of the European Medicines Agency:  

 To advise on proper labels and warnings for  a class 

of antimicrobials;  

 To point out the animal diseases that can be treated 

without unacceptable risks of resistance 

development; and, most importantly, 
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 To provide recommendations on avoiding treatments 

of conditions with certain types of antimicrobials 

because of the high risk of resistance development.  

We have used this tool, a so-called "referral", already for 

one class of antimicrobials – the fluoroquinolones – which 

are critically important for the treatment of human 

diseases.  This scientific opinion was the basis of a 

Commission decision.   Recently we launched this legal 

tool for a second class of antimicrobials – the 

cephalosporines. 

Work on the revision of the rules for veterinary medicines 

as well as the rules for medicated feedingstuffs is 

ongoing.  Today EU legislation provides rules on the 

surveillance of resistance in animal and food bacteria. 

Member States submit this data annually to the European 

Food Safety Authority (EFSA). EFSA analyses the data 

and publishes a report. 
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The data published so far shows that resistance is a 

common occurrence in Salmonella and Campylobacter, 

the major zoonotic food-borne bacteria in major food-

producing animal species.  Voluntary reporting of 

resistance shows the same trend also in commensal 

bacteria which are harmless or even beneficial when 

present in or on healthy persons. The first joint resistance 

report containing both animal and human data will be 

published soon. 

However, to better analyse the link between the use of 

antimicrobials and the occurrence of animal borne 

resistance, as well as their impact on public health, we 

also need to have data on the use of antimicrobials in 

animals.  

In this regard, and based on a similar project developed 

with the support of the EU Health Programme in human 

medicine, the Commission has asked the European 

Medicines Agency to take the lead in a project on 

collecting comparable data on the use of antimicrobials in 

animals.  

The project – European Surveillance of Veterinary 

Antimicrobial Consumption (ESVAC) – started in the third 

quarter of 2009.  
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank the French 

Agency for Veterinary Medicinal Products, "Agence 

National du Médicament Vétérinaire (ANMV) for its active 

involvement in the project. Results of the data available 

from 10 Member States will be published shortly.  

The aim is to broaden the system to cover all EU Member 

States.  A further aim is to have data on a more detailed 

level, such as at animal species level.  

Based on the first results of this project, I am discussing 

with EMA and stakeholders the possibility of creating a 

permanent structure for data collection on antimicrobials 

use in the veterinary sector.  

In the context of the review of the veterinary medicines 

legislation forecast for adoption in 2012, we will assess 

whether there is a need for a legal base to collect this 

type of data.  Only on the basis of this type of data can 

scientists properly assess the true risks of AMR attributed 

to the use of antimicrobials in animals.   

A further aim, already addressed by EMA, EFSA and the 

ECDC, is to compare the animal data to human 

resistance and antimicrobial consumption data. 
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In the European Union, Member States have put in place 

various measures – legislative and others – to promote 

the appropriate use of antimicrobials in animals.  

These measures include:  

 detailed surveillance of antimicrobial consumption; 

 the abolition of economic incentives to prescribe 

antimicrobials;  

 stringent veterinary controls on farms;  

 bans, restrictions or conditions on the use of some 

human critically important antimicrobials or group 

medications;  

 restrictions on the prophylactic use of antimicrobials; 

and 

 the prudent use of guidelines or recommendations.  

To ensure the effectiveness of these measures, Member 

States have also made efforts to improve enforcement 

and implementation.  
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There is a clear need for enforcement, which has to be 

targeted and fair.  We should realise that there will be, as 

in many other policy fields, a small group of irresponsible 

actors. These have to be detected and dealt with 

appropriately and effectively. The measures taken by 

Member States show that there are effective ways to 

influence the development of resistance.  

Co-operation between veterinary and public health 

professionals to combat antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 

has been called for, in particular by the European 

Parliament.  

I fully agree that the appropriate use of antimicrobials by 

all parties is the only way forward if we want to be able to 

treat our animals and fellow human beings with effective 

medicines in the future.  

The European Platform for the Responsible Use of 

Antimicrobials, EPRUMA, is a very good instance of how 

all relevant parties cooperate to promote appropriate use 

in animals. 

To further encourage a truly holistic approach, the 

Commission is preparing a 5-year Communication on 

AMR.  
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This Communication will contain concrete proposals for 

further actions to address the problem of AMR covering 

both the public health and animal health sectors.  

The proposed actions will be based on five pillars: 

 the promotion of appropriate use of antimicrobials; 

 the development of new tools to fight microbial 

infections; 

 the promotion of research and innovation on AMR; 

 improved communication; 

and 

 international cooperation. 

I plan to present the Commission Communication this 

autumn and look forward to discussing it with the 

European Parliament and the Council, as well as with 

experts and stakeholders in the Member States. 

The management of AMR is fast becoming a global issue 

already commanding the attention of the World Health 

Organisation, the Food and Agriculture Organisation and 

the International Organisation for Animal Health, the OIE. 
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At the World Veterinarians' Association summit this year, 

the main policy topic will be antimicrobial resistance.  

It is our policy to actively sustain the initiatives of such 

global organizations in facing this global challenge while 

remaining constantly engaged with it at home. 

Honourable Members, I hope I have given you a 

comprehensive overview of where we currently stand as 

regards this highly important issue. 

Thank you for your attention. 

 


