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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am pleased to be here today to speak about animal 

health.  

The fundamental conviction of the Commission's animal 

health policy is that "prevention is better than cure".  

The focus on prevention is crucial for a sustainable long-

term solution to protect animal health in the EU. It aims to 

improve confidence in the whole supply chain, and boost 

the competitiveness of the EU livestock market. 
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Veterinary medicines, biosecurity and good farm 

management are key elements of this integrated 

approach to animal health.  

Let me focus on the first of these.  The availability of 

effective veterinary medicines is of vital importance.  

None of us want to see the suffering or even culling of 

thousands of animals. 

It is not only the big "headline" diseases that can seriously 

hamper production, undermine the competitiveness of the 

farming sector, and even endanger our food supply. 

Diseases of lower significance can have similar impacts.  

Just consider the decline of bees in the EU. A lack of 

effective veterinary medicines is one of the key 

challenges. This issue was raised repeatedly during 

discussions in the Council, in the European Parliament 

and with bee keepers.  
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By working together we have had important successes in 

the past in fighting animal diseases. Remember how the 

Commission Services, Member States and the livestock 

industry together tackled the blue tongue epidemic. Our 

joint efforts resulted in the number of outbreaks 

decreasing from around 50,000 in 2007 to just thirteen 

this year. 

Another success was the fight against rabies, through 

targeted oral wildlife vaccination programmes, which 

brought a marked improvement to the European situation. 

This allowed millions of citizens to travel more easily 

throughout Europe with their cats and dogs. 

Just a few weeks ago, our Veterinary Week Conference 

recognised the key role of vaccines and underlined the 

need to managing crises along the entire food chain. The 

recent reinforcement of the EU vaccine bank against foot 

and mouth disease bears testimony to that. 

We are starting an external evaluation to see what we can 

do to further improve our preparedness against animal 

health emergencies. 

In the field of animal health, one thing is certain – nobody 

can afford to rest on their laurels.  Big challenges lie 

ahead – and new ones will emerge.  
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We are creating a solid yet flexible regulatory 

environment which makes vaccination a realistic option 

with the least possible restrictions on animal keepers and 

producers. Our proposal for an EU Animal Health Law, 

due next year, will be instrumental in this regard. 

As regards the 2012 review of veterinary medicines, I 

presume the highest ambition.  

This review will be all-embracing.  It will cover everything 

– from authorisation, production, distribution and 

advertising rules, up to homeopathic medicines.  

This is a huge challenge to which everyone must rise.  

However, let us not forget, this challenge also provides a 

massive opportunity – an opportunity for all to engage in a 

fundamental rethink of the whole system of veterinary 

medicines.  

It is an opportunity to re-mould the model; to modernise 

and to improve it.  

Also next year, the Commission aims to make a legal 

proposal on medicated feed.  There is evidence that the 

current situation leads to distortion concerning the 

production and use of medicated feed.  
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I believe we need to harmonise and modernise the rules 

governing this important route of administration of 

veterinary medicines.  

For both veterinary medicines and medicated feed, online 

stakeholder consultations have been undertaken – which 

provided us with many constructive suggestions.  

The position of the animal health industry for the 

medicines review amounts to a loud and clear voice 

calling for a fundamental change of the marketing 

authorisation system.  

Veterinarians and farmers appear to share this opinion.  

I am very pleased that such a clear message has 

emerged from the main stakeholders. It underlines and 

endorses the need for changing the European legal 

framework.  

A recent study carried out for the Commission captures 

that we simply cannot carry on like in the past;   

 First, there are very few authorised products for 

"minor" species. The "top four" species – dogs, cattle, 

pigs and cats – account for about 70 percent of all 

authorisations. That leaves all the other, smaller species 

with far less available medicines.  
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 Second, high proportions of authorised products are 

often not marketed in all Member States.  This makes the 

lack of available treatments even more acute. 

 Third, the current framework gives rise to high 

administrative burden – estimated to go up to EUR 538 

million per year.  This is equivalent to 13 per cent of the 

annual turnover of the animal health sector in Europe. 

Let me raise two important points in relation to the future 

of the veterinary medicines legislation.  

The first point is that health must be the cornerstone.  

Our guiding principle of one health emphasises the 

interconnected nature of animal and human health.  This 

underlying principle underpins our actions and initiatives.   

Any change to the rules for veterinary medicines must not 

lead to unacceptable risks for consumers of animal 

products – and likewise regarding risks to the health of 

vets and farmers.  

That said, we clearly need veterinary medicines to treat 

animal diseases that can be passed directly or indirectly 

to humans.  75 percent of emerging new diseases 

affecting humans can be traced to animals or animal 

products. 
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The second point concerns availability.  Sufficient 

medicines should be available to treat diseases in 

animals in the entire Union.   

The lack of effective, authorised medicines has been a 

political issue for many years, and indeed was one reason 

which triggered the review.   

Past initiatives have not managed to solve the problem.  

Success will require substantial change. We need to be 

ambitious.  We need to grasp this opportunity. 

Success also depends on responsibility – including on the 

part of the animal health industry.  I want to be sure that a 

major change would lead to more veterinary medicines on 

the market in the EU.  We do not want in future to find 

ourselves in the position of looking back on another 

apparent failure. I therefore count very much on your 

readiness and commitment.  

The review of the veterinary legislation will also have to 

address the important issue of antimicrobial resistance. 

Europe took the lead on antimicrobial resistance by 

implementing an EU wide ban, in 2006, on the use of 

antimicrobial growth promoters in animal husbandry.  

Nevertheless, antimicrobial resistance has again become 

an issue of paramount concern.  
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Appropriate use of antimicrobials by all parties is the only 

way forward if we want to treat patients and animals with 

effective medicines in the future.  

The European Platform for the Responsible Use of 

Medicines in Animals is a very good example how all 

relevant parties co-operate to promote appropriate 

antimicrobial use in animals.  

Each sector, organisation or stakeholder has to take its 

responsibility.  Each party has to play its part – working 

together, and learning from each other.  

To encourage a truly holistic approach the Commission is 

developing a 5-year Communication on antimicrobial 

resistance.  

This Communication will contain concrete proposals for 

further actions.  

It will provide further ideas on how the Commission, 

together with Member States and stakeholders, could 

tackle antimicrobial resistance in all sectors concerned.  

I plan to present the Commission Communication on 18 

November – European Antibiotic Awareness Day for 

2011.  
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*****************************************************************

***** 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Let me finish with a final word on the veterinary medicines 

review.  I am sure that a major change of the rules for 

veterinary medicines can lead to more innovation; less 

administrative burdens; and more medicines on the 

European market.  

In addition it holds the promise of better animal health and 

better public health. 

This is significant opportunity – one that we must not fail 

to take. 

Thank you. 

 


