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CONFERENCE "EU PLANT VARIETY RIGHTS IN THE 21ST CENTURY"  
 

TUESDAY 11 OCTOBER 2011, 9:30 HRS 
 
 

SPEECH  
 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to Brussels for our 

conference on "EU Plant Variety Rights in 21st Century".  

Your attendance here is an indication of the level of 

interest that this topic generates amongst you, the 

stakeholders. 

We are here today to discuss the EU legislation on 

intellectual protection of plant varieties, which has 

recently been evaluated.  

Let me recall that the aims of the legislation on plant 

variety rights seek to address some of the key challenges 

faced by the EU and beyond.   

Indeed, we face the dual challenge of feeding a growing 

world population at a time when the planet is undergoing 

profound climate change that will inevitably impact on 

agriculture and livelihoods.  
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New and improved plant varieties are pivotal in ensuring 

better yields and adaptability to changing climatic and 

environmental conditions, thereby contributing to long-

term food security.  

In addition, biological diversity is an essential source of 

material for development of new food and crops and a 

building block in achieving innovation in the field.  The EU 

needs to become more innovative in the global 

environment for the benefit of consumers and businesses 

alike – it has to become an Innovation Union.  

Europe needs adequate intellectual property rights in 

order to protect its innovations and remain competitive in 

the global economy.  The Community Plants Variety 

Rights regime is paramount to achieving all this. 

Indeed, the Community Plant Variety Rights regime has 

fulfilled its objectives. 

It fosters the investment environment for the research and 

development of new and improved plant varieties to the 

benefit of farmers and society in general.  
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During the 15 years since the legislation came into force 

and since the Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO) 

was established to grant plant variety rights at EU level, 

around 30 000 Community plant variety rights to different 

varieties of many plant species have been granted.  

Today, around 18 500 rights are still in force. 

These high figures reflect that the plant variety rights 

regime is an efficient system at EU level.  It is also highly 

appreciated by breeders.  The CPVO manages the 

world's biggest regime of this kind. 

By safeguarding intellectual property rights, the legislation 

sustains innovation in this sector and contributes directly 

to the broader Innovation Union ambitions we harbour. 

However like in everything else, we must not rest on our 

laurels.  We requested, in 2010, an external evaluation of 

the EU legislation on plant variety rights.  Why – you 

might ask – given that everybody seems to be happy with 

the current system and thousands of varieties are 

protected each year? 

We must recognise, however, that the legislation is over 

15 years old and the agricultural and market environment 

have changed.  
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Innovation, climate change and biodiversity now feature 

more strongly within our political priorities.  

In addition, the Commission is stepping up its efforts in 

policy-revision and in the ex-post evaluation of policy-

making.  

Finally, the evaluation exercise was also supported by 

stakeholders. 

Ladies and gentlemen, Today, we have the results of our 

scrutiny exercise.  Many of you participated – for which 

many thanks. 

The evaluation confirmed that there is broad support for 

the regime and that overall it functions well. 

Stakeholders are therefore satisfied, and wish to retain 

the regime in its current form.  

However, the evaluators provided a number of detailed 

recommendations.  Some of these might require targeted 

amendment of the current legislation; others can be taken 

on board more quickly – if deemed necessary.  
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The Commission now wants to hear your views on the 

recommendations made.  Stakeholder involvement is 

crucial to us – and that is why we have invited you here 

today.  Your advice counts.  

I hope there will be an active exchange of views on the 

recommendations, which will help to pave the way 

forward for the future.  

So please – let us have the full value of your collective 

wisdom and experience. 

Thank you. 

End 
 


