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ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE EU HEALTH PROGRAMMES 
 

AND PERSPECTIVES FOR A STRONG HEALTH POLICY 
 
 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Welcome to this Conference on the EU Health 
Programme, and what it has delivered throughout the 
years.  
 
It is heartening to see so many people here today, 
actively involved in our Programme and reflecting the 
magnitude and diversity of our European Health 
community. 
 
This Conference marks the 10th anniversary of the EU 
Health Programme.  EU support for health projects, 
however, goes back much further.  
 
The first Public Health Programme that ran from 2003 to 
2008 brought together eight small-scale health 
programmes, which were implemented separately 
between 1996 and 2002.  
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With a budget of 312 million euros, this first integrated 
Programme financed over 350 projects: one quarter on 
health security and the rest in similar shares on health 
determinants and health information. 
 
Such an integrated approach gave Member States the 
opportunity to contribute towards dealing with common 
challenges.   
 
The programme also provided them with an opportunity to 
exchange knowledge and best practice and gain from the 
experience of each other. 
 
External, independent evaluators have recognised the 
Programme's overall positive effect, and its strong 
contribution to shaping and implementing EU public 
health policies. 
 
You can find more information about these projects, and 
those financed under the second Health Programme, in 
the brochures prepared for this conference.  There is also 
a fair, featuring nearly 30 projects, as well as a poster 
exhibition outside in the lobby. 
 
The second – and current - Health Programme for the 
period 2008-2013 has a budget of  321 million euros.  
 
Despite this modest budget, the Programme has a 
significant impact on the work by public health 
practitioners across the EU, which is again recognised by 
external evaluators.  
 
The current Programme promotes action on important 
issues such as rare diseases, cancer, organ donation and 
transplantation, and health security.  The programme 
supports the implementation of EU legislation in the area 
of health. 
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Other actions under the programme cover health 
determinants, chronic and communicable diseases, 
health inequalities, patient safety, and quality of health 
systems.   
 
Some of the "success stories" achieved through this 
programme will be presented by the project leaders in the 
next session.  
 
Their testimonials are important in showing that the 
Health Programme has made a difference, for example 
for people living with rare diseases or for those that need 
an organ to continue living.  The initiatives they will talk 
about have delivered benefits to our citizens thanks to the 
Health Programme.  
 
The Programme further supports 15 on-going joint actions 
with Member States and other participating countries – 
including our flagship projects on Health Technology 
Assessment and e-Health.  
 
In addition, the Programme also finances our co-
operation with international organisations, such as the 
WHO and OECD aimed at achieving synergies.  
 
We spend much time and effort supporting a wide range 
of initiatives under the Programme; and much less time 
and effort in communicating the knowledge, conclusions, 
and deliverables that come out of these initiatives.  
 
This is why I see this conference as a good opportunity to 
help desseminate the results of the Programme to you – 
policy makers, stakeholders, citizens; and to review our 
achievements over the past ten years.  
 
We will step up our communication efforts so that the 
EU's health projects can find wider application and be 
used for the further benefit of European citizens. 



5 

 
I have talked about the past; let me now say a few words 
about how I see the future.  
 
I am keen to ensure that the European Union continues to 
invest in projects that can make a difference in improving 
citizens’ health and wellness.  
 
In planning the third Health Programme for 2014 to 2020, 
the financial crisis and the economic difficulties being felt 
right across Europe, was uppermost in our minds.  We 
had to make tough decisions about which activities added 
most value, given our limited resources. 
 
We do not operate in a vacuum; and the knowledge that 
now is the time to build a stronger Europe underpinned by 
fiscal discipline, financial stability and a robust growth 
agenda was a key consideration.  
 
In addition, the fact that now, more than ever, is the time 
to shape an inclusive Europe with a strong social 
dimension that speaks directly to European people is a 
fundamental starting point. 
 
And this is where health becomes a priority.  Each and 
every European aspires to good health.  Healthy people 
are a key asset in shaping and keeping a healthy 
economy.  
 
I would like the Health programme to help us demonstrate 
that health is not a cost; health is not a luxury; health is an 
intrinsic part of a smart, sustainable and inclusive growth 
agenda. 
 
It was in this spirit that the European Commission 
unveiled its proposal for the new "Health for Growth" 
programme last November.  
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The programme proposes an increased budget of almost 
450 million Euros to support and complement Member 
States' efforts to pursue four objectives.  
 
First – developing innovative and sustainable health 
systems. For this, close co-operation at EU level is 
indispensable. 
 
I am encouraging Member States to work closely together 
on e-Health and Health Technology Assessment – two 
examples where co-operation at EU level can help 
increase interoperability, while offering savings and health 
gains. 
 
Health investment is a major driver of growth, not only 
because of the activity and jobs it creates, but also 
because keeping people healthy and active for longer has 
a positive impact on productivity and competitiveness.  
 
We need to invest better.  We need "smart investment" to 
reap health benefits faster and to deliver more with less. 
 
This is why the Commission will use the new Programme 
to offer independent expert advice for effective investment 
in health systems to interested Member States, bringing 
on board experts from across Europe.  
 
Through the new Programme, and the European 
Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing, the 
Commission will strongly focus on working with 
stakeholders to "translate" and "transform" innovation into 
real products, devices and services that can benefit our 
citizens and also minimize costs. 
 
Moving on, the second objective of the Programme 
concerns access to better and safer healthcare. 
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In addition to wide disparities in health, both between and 
within Member States, we must also tackle the unequal 
spread of health services and opportunities for European 
patients to access the services they need. 
 
This is why we will use the Programme to support 
European Reference Centres that will facilitate access to 
high-quality and cost-effective healthcare for patients 
requiring a particular expertise in medical fields where 
such expertise is limited.    
 
This needs to go hand in hand with enhanced efforts on 
keeping people well.   
 
We must step up our efforts to promote good health and 
prevent diseases – the third objective of the programme.   
 
Chronic diseases account for 87% of all deaths in the EU, 
with many stemming from smoking, poor diet, insufficient 
physical activity and alcohol abuse. 
 
This is why we need to persist in our efforts to promote 
healthy living. 
 
This leads me to the fourth objective – to protect 
Europeans from health threats. 
 
Recent threats such as the H1N1 pandemic in 2009, the 
outbreak of E. coli last year and the current measles 
epidemic, had significant impacts on European society.  
Anti microbial resistance and hospital acquired infections 
are other major issues. 
 
It is important to build on experience gained with 
managing such threats to be better prepared to face 
future threats.  
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It is with this aim, that the Commission proposed 
legislation last December to improve co-ordination at EU 
level on preparedness and response to cross-border 
health threats.  
 
The new Programme will continue supporting activities to 
strengthen health security in Europe. 
 
 
*****************************************************************
***** 
 
 
Before I close, allow me to take this opportunity to launch 
the fourth annual EU Health Prize for Journalists.  
 
I would like to invite Journalists to present articles on:  
 

o Smoking Cessation, on which a special prize will be 
given; 

 
o Active and Healthy Ageing, in light of the "European 

Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity between 
Generations"; and 

 
o any of the topics of the Europe for Patients 

campaign. 
 
I am launching the Prize for Journalists today, as we 
present the achievements of the EU Health Programme.  
Health journalists bring all the issues I talked about to life.  
 
Last year, over 350 journalists from all over Europe 
submitted 500 articles.     
 
By reporting on citizens' real life experiences on health, 
they convey information and raise awareness about 
health and health policy.  
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I see communication as an integral part of our action and 
journalists as our greatest allies. 
 
 
*****************************************************************
***** 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Let me finish by thanking you for joining us here today.  
 
Together, we can keep health right at the heart of 
European policy and shape actions that make a 
difference to our citizens. 
 
I count on your continued collaboration and support.  
 
Thank you. 
 


