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COMMISSIONER DALLI'S MEETING WITH THE TASKFORCE ON EHEALTH  
BUDAPEST, HUNGARY 

TUESDAY 10 MAY 2011, 10:30-11:30 HRS 
 

 
SPEECH 

 

 

President, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to welcome you to the first meeting of the 

taskforce on eHealth, kindly hosted by the Hungarian 

Presidency of the European Union in its magnificent 

national Parliament. 

Vice President Neelie Kroes, who will join us later this 

morning from Strasbourg, and myself, are most honoured 

that President Ilves has agreed to become the Chair of 

this High-level taskforce on eHealth.  

We are equally delighted that you have all accepted to 

join as members. (My special thanks to Tamsin Rose who 

will be acting as our moderator today). 

*** 
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The European Commission believes that eHealth 

technology has the potential to provide better and safer 

healthcare; to more people; in an efficient and sustainable 

manner; in the long-term.  

Allow me to say a few words on the very high 

expectations that the European Commission has on the 

Task Force. 

The ambitious mandate we are entrusting you with is to 

develop a vision and a roadmap to unlock the potential of 

eHealth. 

In other words, to explore eHealth to generate better 

healthcare for our citizens; and to trigger efficiency gains 

for our health systems. 

Your goal is to produce new thinking on how the 

European Union can foster eHealth breakthroughs that:  

• Provide innovative solutions for patients;  

• Improve the cost-efficiency of healthcare; and  

• Boost the growth of the European eHealth sector. 

In a nutshell, we look towards you to advise us and guide 

us on how to make eHealth happen.  
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Can you imagine a world where citizens with chronic 

diseases are able to live productive lives with the 

assistance of technology and of a health system that 

responds and integrates new models of care? 

Can you imagine the overall savings a health system can 

make if rather than have daily or weekly visits to hospitals 

patients can benefit from a system that indicates when 

action is necessary?  

Can you imagine the comfort, safety and confidence of 

the patient who notwithstanding a chronic condition can 

live his life to full? 

Our task is exactly this – to move from our imagination to 

a reality that our citizens can benefit from. 

Many of tools and technologies are out there.  But uptake 

is still modest. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Let us not forget the context in which we are operating 

and the backdrop that gives us the engagement to move 

into a higher gear. 
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These objectives mirror those of the Europe 2020 

Strategy, which aims to create a smart, sustainable and 

inclusive economy by the end of this decade.  

This is particularly poignant at a time where pressure on 

Europe's health systems is increasing.   

All governments in the EU are making difficult decisions 

about where to invest their limited resources.    

At the same time, Europe's ageing population is growing 

– and the incidence of chronic diseases is growing in 

parallel. 

Now is the time to consider more innovative ways to 

deliver high quality healthcare to all our citizens; while 

easing the burden on health systems.  

I am convinced that new health technology is poised to 

transform healthcare delivery models towards smoother, 

patient centred, more efficient models. 

I find it encouraging that national health systems are 

increasingly exploring telemedicine tools; devices to 

monitor and manage chronic diseases from distance; 

electronic patient records and prescriptions; to name a 

few.  
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All these can make life easier for our patients, improve 

healthcare, and maximise the valuable time of health 

professionals. 

People have often asked me how much all of this will 

cost. 

There is no denying that innovation in healthcare comes 

at a price.  But I firmly believe if we invest in "smart" 

andsz "responsible" innovation in health, we will reap the 

rewards – not just today, but for generations to come.  

 

 

President, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Europe needs movers and shakers, experienced 

strategists and people who can think out of the box – like 

you – to drive change. This is why you are here today.  

I wish you every success in the challenging work that lies 

ahead; and I look forward to seeing your 

recommendations next year. 
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The European Commission counts on you to identify 

opportunities and shape solutions that will make eHealth 

a reality for our citizens across the European Union. 

Thank you. 

 

End 
 


