
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Dalli 
 
 

Member of the European Commission, responsible for Health and 
Consumer Policy 
 
 
 
 

Commissioner Dalli delivers speech on 
"Smart & Sustainable Healthcare – The 
Role of eHealth" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John DALLI, European Commissioner for Health and Consumer 
Policy attends the European Government Leaders Forum 

London, United Kingdom, 04 November 2010 
 



2 

THE EUROPEAN GOVERNMENT LEADERS FORUM  

4TH NOVEMBER 2010, 14:00HRS 

 

 

SPEECH FOR 

PANEL DISCUSSION ON HEALTH & WELFARE:  

“SMART & SUSTAINABLE HEALTHCARE – THE ROLE OF EHEALTH” 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good Afternoon,  

I very much welcome that the driving theme of this panel is 

eHealth and it's potential for smart and sustainable healthcare.  

I am also very pleased that all panellists have been asked to 

reflect on the role of prevention, and the need for life time 

healthcare management rather than just sickness care. 

Indeed, as the population ages, we need to help Europeans 

maximise their life potential to remain healthy and active as they 

grow older. 

We need to bring prevention to the forefront.   

We need to foster healthy ways of living, encourage exercise and 

healthy diets, fight tobacco use and alcohol abuse and discourage 

the intake of excessive salt, sugar and fat. 

One cannot lead a consistently unhealthy life and then expect to 

go on to enjoy a long, healthy and active retirement.  
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I believe that prevention builds a reserve in healthcare resources 

for the future. Investment today, results tomorrow.   

Healthcare systems will need to develop from "sickness treating 

systems" to "health promotion and health management systems". 

  

This takes, first of all, more efforts and more money on 

prevention.  

It also takes accessible and high-quality health services, the right 

screening and diagnosis equipment; it takes continuity of care, 

safety of care; and all the right equipment to monitor and treat 

diseases.  

So where does eHealth come in? 

As I said earlier today, eHealth can deliver better care, better 

access to healthcare, safer treatment. It can also provide the tools 

needed for continuity and safety of care.  

For citizens, eHealth applications can make it possible that your 

medical data travels with you; or is only one mouse click away 

from the operating theatre in case of emergency.  

eHealth can make it possible to access a highly specialised doctor 

sitting on the other side of Europe without leaving your home 

town.   

Or, for patients with chronic diseases such as diabetes or heart 

conditions – to do routine medical checks from home instead of 

going to the hospital. 
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For health professionals, eHealth can mean that the information 

you need to make critical decisions is available. And it will still be 

available when you need it again. No need to repeat tests. Less 

time dealing with red tape. 

So what is stopping Europe from taking full advantage of 

eHealth? 

A key stumbling block is the lack of inter-operability between 

health systems. 

We need to make sure that different applications and different 

health systems in Europe can communicate with each other 

For example, we need to ensure that the "semantics" of medical 

data can be understood from one system to another. 

We also need to build up trust and confidence in eHealth; we 

need proper data protection and common rules, for example, to 

authenticate health professionals who access medical records. 

I believe we have the responsibility to seize the window of 

opportunities that eHealth is opening up.  

We clearly need political will and the means to make eHealth a 

reality in Europe. 
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The European Parliament and the EU Member States are 

currently discussing the terms of a future law on patients' rights in 

cross border healthcare.  

This law would clarify healthcare opportunities for European 

patients and promote co-operation between health systems in 

Europe, including on eHealth.  

Adopting laws is just part of the picture. To recap the benefits of 

eHealth and health technology we need to work together. 

Governments and private sector; scientists and health 

professionals and patients; Health specialists with high tech 

specialists. 

In this spirit, the European Commission has just launched its first 

"innovation partnership" to promote healthy and active ageing.  

One of the objectives of this partnership is to help develop 

applications, including eHealth, to assist healthy living. 

I would like to take this opportunity to raise a couple of questions 

to the panel. 

What do you think that policymakers in Europe should do to 

advance eHealth? 
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And what can industry do to make eHealth applications cost-

effective so that investment in eHealth is encouraged and 

eventually pays off? 

I look forward to listening to your views. 

Thank you  

 

End 
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