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SPEECH  
 

Good Morning everybody,   

It is a pleasure for me to be back on home soil, and to 

address the Medical Association of Malta on the important 

issue of HIV and AIDS. 

HIV / AIDS is a major public health challenge in Europe 

and worldwide.   

Two million people are living with HIV in the EU and in its 

neighbouring countries.   

Over 25 thousand new HIV infections are registered every 

year in the European Union.   

And every year up to 10 thousand people in the EU die of 

AIDS.   

Of course these figures vary significantly from one EU 

Member State to another. 
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However, HIV should be addressed with a high level of 

vigilance by all countries – for various reasons.  

There is no cure and no vaccination.   

Treatment is lifelong and costly; and requires well-

established health systems; and commitment and 

discipline from patients.  

When properly treated, HIV becomes a chronic condition. 

  

We therefore need to ensure access to affordable and 

effective drugs.   

We also need to ensure treatment of co-infections and 

other conditions that may have a negative influence on 

the progression of the HIV infection.  

Given the economic, medical and social implications of 

HIV, a robust political response at regional, national and 

international levels is required. 

At global level, significant progress has been achieved in 

preventing new HIV infections and in lowering the annual 

number of AIDS-related deaths.  
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More than 5 million people in low and middle income 

countries are now receiving HIV treatment.  

But a further 10 million infected people do not have 

access to HIV drugs.  This is not acceptable. 

Sub-Saharan Africa remains the most heavily affected 

region, accounting for approximately two thirds of all new 

HIV infections.   

HIV translates into heavy and unacceptable social 

consequences; for example over 14 million children in 

sub-Saharan Africa have lost one or both parents to 

AIDS.  

The epidemic is still spreading fast in Eastern Europe and 

Central Asia – and in particular among vulnerable groups, 

such as injecting drug users.  

The European Commission addresses HIV / AIDS 

through a range of policies and instruments in public 

health, research, youth, development, and external 

relations.  

We address HIV / AIDS in the European Union and 

neighbouring countries through our health policy.  
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And we address the situation in developing countries, 

through our development aid policy and funds, in close 

co-operation with health policy.  

For example, the EU is the biggest donor to the Global 

Fund to fight HIV / AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria.  

The EU has provided more than half of the contributions 

to the Global Fund since 2001 – totalling over 1 billion 

euro; and has recently increased its contribution to 110 

million euro annually.  

In addition, the European Commission is increasingly 

channelling funds to strengthen developing countries' 

health systems as a means to fight AIDS on a longer-term 

and more sustainable basis.  

Turning to the situation in Europe, last year the 

Commission adopted a Communication on combating HIV 

/ AIDS in the European Union and neighbouring countries 

up to 2013.  

The Communication focuses on three topics:  

First, preventing HIV AIDS. 

Second, implementing measures targeting the groups 

most at risk.  

http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/
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Third, develop measures concentrating on the 

geographical areas most affected by HIV/AIDS. 

I believe we need to step up HIV prevention – this is the 

best means to reduce infection.  But implementation of 

prevention measures should be reinforced, and not seen 

as an easy target for cutting costs. 

Many people living with HIV are tested too late, and about 

one third of all people infected with HIV in Europe do not 

even know about their HIV status.   

Late diagnosis leads to late treatment, and can result in a 

reduced quality of life and shorter life expectancy.  

Strengthened surveillance of HIV and associated 

infections is also required, as well as better access to HIV 

services, testing and treatment. 

Transmissible co-infections such as (multi-drug) resistant 

tuberculosis or hepatitis need to be addressed together 

with HIV.   

I would urge Medical Associations to promote this idea 

and ensure that staff is sufficiently trained. 
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In this context, I am very pleased to see that you will be 

discussing today hepatitis and tuberculosis together with 

HIV.  

*****************************************************************

*** 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

To fight HIV AIDS we need more than drugs and medical 

capacity. We need the political will. 

The means to address HIV effectively are there – 

implementation and acceptance is, sadly, sometimes 

missing. 

Health is a universal right – in Europe and beyond.  But it 

is a right that is still denied to millions of people.  HIV 

treatment must become universally available.   

When I went to the World Aids Conference earlier this 

year, I heard about the devastating conditions in which 

many children live in the eastern neighbourhood of the 

European Union; and about the problems that 

marginalised groups face in many countries across 

Europe.  
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And the message came across loud and clear about the 

need to invest more into basic and applied medical 

research for the development of more powerful HIV 

drugs, and for the creation of a HIV vaccine.  

We need to raise our game to seize control over the 

epidemic.   

The European Commission is committed to contributing to 

a reduction of new HIV infections and to improving the 

quality of life of people living with HIV across Europe. 

Thank you.  

 
End 
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