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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I consider cancer a very important issue. This is a chronic 

disease I believe we can do something about. 

It is therefore my pleasure to be here with you today. 

First of all, I would like to thank the European Cancer 

Patient Coalition for bringing us together to discuss 

how to make our partnership for action against cancer 

work.   

As we know only too well, cancer destroys lives and 

families across the continent.  

Each year, around two and a half million people are newly 

diagnosed with cancer in the EU, and more than a million 

people die as a result of this terrible disease.  

I am inspired by cancer patients' courage and 

determination in fighting this disease.  

 

It is through commitment and determination that we can 

help them in their painful fight against the disease.  

 

Each of us can make a meaningful contribution.  Each of 

us has a role to play: health professionals, policy makers, 

administrations, civil society and industry. 
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We can help, first of all, by reducing the number of 

citizens that get cancer in the first place.  

It is estimated that one third of all cancers are actually 

preventable.  

This is why prevention is at the forefront of our European 

efforts to address cancer. Let me mention a few 

examples: 

• I am considering all the possible means to make 

tobacco unattractive, so that young people do not 

start smoking in the first place; and to fight what 

tobacco does to people's health.  

In fact, I have just launched a public consultation on 

this and encourage you all to participate. 

•  The Commission is also building on its strategy to 

reduce alcohol-related harm by working more closely 

with Member States and stakeholders.  

• We are also pursuing our efforts to reverse current 

trends of poor diets and low levels of physical 

activity through our strategy on Nutrition, Overweight 

and Obesity-related health issues. 
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In addition, to help prevent cancer, we aim to provide 

clear, user friendly advice on what people can do for 

themselves to reduce the risk of cancer.  

This is what the European Code against Cancer is about.  

The Code provides simple, evidence-based advice on 

how to prevent cancer, particularly by adopting healthier 

lifestyles.  

However, while adopting a healthier lifestyle is essential, 

it is not always enough.  

This is why evidence-based, quality-assured cancer 

screening programmes must be implemented well. 

To assist Member States in implementing screening 

programmes, the European Commission publishes and 

regularly updates EU guidelines for quality assurance in 

breast and cervical cancer screening. 

Later this year, the Commission will also publish, for the 

first time, guidelines on colorectal cancer screening. 

Prevention is important, but it is of course not enough. 

Our action does not stop here.  



5 

Soon, I hope, the right for cancer patients to access safe 

and good quality treatment right across Europe's borders 

will be clearer. 

The proposal for a new EU law on patients' rights in 

cross-border health care is currently in the hands of 

Members of Parliament and Ministers for Health.  

Of course, patients generally prefer to be treated close to 

home and their families.  

Sometimes, however, healthcare can be better provided - 

or is only available - elsewhere.  

The proposed legislation would enable patients to be 

better informed about their rights if they need to go to 

another EU country for diagnosis or treatment.  

The proposed legislation targets closer cooperation in 

some key areas: 

• First, European reference networks, which would 

pool expertise, knowledge and medical skills across 

Europe both for applied medical research and for 

diagnosis and treatment. This is of particular 

relevance for rare cancers.   
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• Second, Health technology assessment, where 

experts from Member States could share 

methodologies for assessing technologies, carry out 

case studies and share knowledge. 

• Third, eHealth, where there is great potential for 

progress for patients and health professionals alike. 

For example, electronic medical records should be 

readable by health professionals at a distance.  

eHealth could mean the difference between being 

diagnosed with a rare disease or not by facilitating 

access to rare expertise. 

Another area which touches upon cancer - more 

specifically rare cancers - is European action on rare 

diseases, where the European Commission and the 

Member States are working very closely together.  

Last year, EU governments were asked to develop 

national plans for rare diseases which would ensure equal 

access and availability of prevention, diagnosis, treatment 

and rehabilitation for sufferers of rare diseases, including 

of course rare cancers. 
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I am conscious that there is still a long way to go to 

respond to the needs of patients of rare cancers right 

across Europe, and to guarantee them the same quality 

of care regardless of where they live and what they can 

afford.  

This would require a co-ordinated response in areas such 

as research, centres of expertise, access to information, 

incentives for the development of orphan medicines and 

screening.   

With this in mind, last September, the European 

Commission stepped up its efforts to fight cancer by 

launching the European Partnership for Action Against 

Cancer.  

I am happy to say, one year on, the partnership is taking 

shape.  

The difference with previous European cancer-specific 

actions is the fact that this European Partnership brings 

together not only Member States, but a wide range of 

partners committed to working together to fight cancer.  

This approach will develop synergies, avoid duplication of 

work, and mobilise a wide range of actors from all walks 

of life to work together: 
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• on promotion and prevention, including screening 

• on best practice in healthcare,  

• on coordination in research,  

and 

• on exchange of data and information. 

Cancer patients themselves are at the centre of the 

Partnership. Think of all the people that we might save 

from cancer through this Partnership.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Thanks to your commitment, expertise and cooperation, 

we have a real chance to achieve our common goal of 

reducing the burden of cancer by 15% by 2020. 

This would mean half a million fewer cancer cases a year. 

  

I think that's worth the effort, don't you? 

Thank you all. 

 

 


