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Ladies and Gentlemen, Delegates of the OIV Member States, welcome to Romania!  

You find yourselves in a country that can look back on a rich viticultural tradition 

literally spanning the millennia. For it was over two thousand years ago that this region 

experienced one of the most controversial political decisions it has ever known, when the 

Geto-Dacian king Burebista ordered the burning of the vineyards.  

Opinions are divided as to why he did so. Perhaps wine was being supped not in 

moderation but to excess …. perhaps he felt the vineyards were too tempting a prize for 

migratory peoples viewing the region with covetous eyes … or maybe he just wanted to 

drive up the price of wine …   

What is certain is that the decision was not to the liking of winegrowers – especially as it 

was not, to my knowledge, accompanied by any financial compensatory measures. And 

lovers of the grape were none too enamoured of the idea either – hence the continued 

telling of the tale down to the present day.  

At all events, when the sands of time ran out for Burebista the vineyards reappeared and 

the wine trade recovered. Contemporary historians wrote down accounts of ships sailing 

from the Black Sea port of Tomis – today's Constanța – laden with amphorae of wine 

destined for the global market of the age. 

 

*  * * 

 

I began with that little historical excursion in order to highlight the fact that wine is one 

of the world's oldest traded products. Indeed, it was, if you will, one of the very first 

global commodities.  

Today, the challenges facing that product are essentially the same ones as in ancient 

times: a good wine has to maintain its reputation, be in tune with consumer tastes, find 

new markets and .... be consumed in moderation.  

But the challenges on today's global market are all the more difficult given the huge 

variety of tastes, preferences and drinking traditions. It is a demanding market, where 
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producers not only have to meet high quality standards but must also reach out and truly 

embrace the wishes of consumers.  

On the one hand, this requires greater emphasis on a wine's specific character and 

authenticity - a stronger link with tradition;  

while on the other, greater flexibility is called for in meeting the expectations of as many 

consumer groups as possible.  

For this global market, the OIV is of crucial importance.  

In a sector whose very foundation rests on consumer confidence and loyalty, the OIV's 

recommendations on oenological practices, on maintaining and enhancing production 

standards, and on defining, labelling and guaranteeing product authenticity are essential. 

The European Union and the OIV have common interests and contribute towards the 

harmonisation of practices and standards not only in Europe but the world over in order 

to facilitate the production and marketing of viticultural products. 

The OIV's recommendations and oenological practices have become benchmarks for 

European wine, a fact borne witness to by the 2008 reform of the European Union wine 

sector. And my presence here today underscores the European Commission's 

commitment to the work of the OIV. 

To gauge the strategic importance of the wine sector for the European Union, suffice it to 

note that Europe is by far the world's biggest producer, exporter and importer of wines. 

The EU boasts the world's widest range of wines, produced in more than half of the 27 

Member States. Those wines are of high quality, steeped in tradition and rich in regional 

identity. 

That is why I particularly welcome the theme of this Congress: – "Vine and Wine 

between Tradition and Modernity".  

For the European Union, both elements are equally important: a modern, innovative, 

environmentally sympathetic and competitive winegrowing sector can go hand in hand 

with the preservation and fostering of traditional elements. Moreover, it is precisely that 

blend of history, tradition and cultural value that gives a wine its competitive edge. 

As I see it, upholding tradition is not about going back to a conservative approach or 

becoming frozen in an obsolete image. To rediscover tradition is to value the past, 

embrace history and benefit from a wealth of experience so as to endow a wine with its 

distinctive bouquet.  

European wines are often associated with particular landscapes that form part of our 

cultural heritage. The names of vineyards not only vouch for the quality of the wines they 

produce but are woven into the very fabric of their regional culture.  

A wine's history speaks to us of picturesque places, of authenticity, identity and diversity. 

The culture, history and tradition of wine drinking are inseparably linked with our roots. 

What is more, viticulture has always been associated with maintaining a healthy and 

dynamic rural environment.   
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Despite the economic crisis, winegrowing remains vigorously competitive. Indeed, it is 

one of European agriculture's most dynamic sectors, continuing to rank among the most 

competitive industries worldwide.   

To maintain that trajectory, however, innovation and research are essential at all levels – 

from the grapes on the vine to the wine in the bottle.  

If we are to continue to enjoy all the attributes – going beyond the mere label – that 

enrich the wine we drink, we have to preserve the biodiversity of vineyards, and research 

is needed into their sustainable use.  

Investment is required if the sector is to maintain its competitiveness and at the same 

time become a leader in sustainable agricultural practices and innovative products.   

Such, then, is the broad thrust behind the reform of the European winegrowing sector that 

began in 2008, and the aims mentioned feature among the key elements in the reform of 

the Common Agricultural Policy which will be implemented in the European Union from 

next year.   

We will continue to encourage investment in, and the promotion of, this sector - so as to 

further strengthen the reputation of high-quality wines from the European Union. At the 

same time, we will be encouraging producers to preserve the best traditions of 

winegrowing, and to maintain links with their particular region, its culture and its history.   

Concerning the discussions on planting rights, the Commission has listened to the 

problems and needs of the sector and come up with a new licensing system that provides 

a more balanced and more dynamic framework for the future of European viticulture. 

Allow me to say how pleased I am that this Congress is taking place in Romania, and that 

the OIV is here once again after an absence of more than 45 years. You will have the 

opportunity to see for yourselves the results of the transformation of Romania's wine 

sector. 

Over just a few years, the sector has moved away from a quantity-focused production 

setup inherited from the Communist era - a period during which the image and worth of 

Romanian wine suffered badly - to a modern, competitive approach geared primarily to 

high-quality production.  

This is also a good example of how a blend of tradition and modernity can be the vital 

spark for an industry's revival. 

But I will stop there, as I am sure you will have to the opportunity to taste, appreciate and 

savour for yourselves the results of that blend. 

Thank you. 


