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HIGH LEVEL EU CO-ORDINATION MEETING 

A EUROPEAN-WIDE RESPONSE TO THE EBOLA EPIDEMIC 

15 SEPTEMBER 2014 
BRUSSELS, CHARLEMAGNE BUILDING, ROOM JEAN DURIEU 

 
 

SPEAKING NOTE 
 

 

Ministers, Dr Nabarro,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Following Commissioner Piebalgs' inspiring words, I 

would like to add, from my perspective as Commissioner 

for Health, how Europe is preparing itself for Ebola. 

But first allow me to salute the brave men and women in 

West Africa engaged in tackling this epidemic; and to 

express my deepest sympathy to all the people in West 

Africa whose lives are being so severely disrupted. 

As I have said to our European Parliament some days 

ago, our responsibility, indeed our obligation, is to work 

tirelessly in order to isolate the disease and not the 

countries.  Indeed this has been the approach taken by 

the EU from the start. 
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It is clear that the Ebola epidemic in West Africa has led 

to a crisis which calls for a concerted response from the 

civil protection, humanitarian assistance, health, 

transport, education, foreign policy and security sectors.  

The outbreak will have a serious and long-lasting effect 

on unstable and poor countries, with the risk of spiralling 

deeper and deeper unless effective help is provided 

through the international community. 

I fully agree with the W.H.O. that our response needs to 

be equal to the challenge.  

When it comes to Europe, it is important to stress that 

Ebola poses very little risk to the EU population, due to its 

means of transmission and the fact that our health 

systems are of high standard.  

Nevertheless, we need to remain alert.  

The Commission has worked hard alongside the EU 

Health Security Committee - which brings together all 

Member States to co-ordinate a response to such threats 

at EU level - to help Member States strengthen their 

preparedness to deal with Ebola in Europe, should the 

need arise.  
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This is important not only for Europe but also for tackling 

the crisis as a whole.   

We need to reassure European citizens, European 

businesses, European airlines and shipping companies 

that while the risk exists, it can be managed and reduced. 

  

Our cautious approach is proportionate.  An over-reaction 

would lead to unnecessary anxiety and make relief efforts 

more difficult.  Let me recall that: 

• No confirmed Ebola cases have been detected 

among travellers returning to Europe so far;  

• The risk of a person with the Ebola virus travelling to 

Europe is considered to be low;   

• The W.H.O. has recommended that the authorities in 

the affected countries put in place quarantine 

procedures and checks in airports. 

Nevertheless, we must be prepared for the possibility that 

a traveller with Ebola might enter the EU.   

Should this occur, healthcare workers, family members 

and others in close contact with the patient can be at risk. 
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The Commission is monitoring the epidemic closely, with 

the World Health Organization, the EU Delegations in the 

affected countries and the European Centre for Disease 

Prevention and Control. The Centre carries out risk 

assessments; the latest is also available here today. 

Since the outbreak started in March, the Commission has 

been in constant contact with the Member States through 

the Health Security Committee to help them get ready for 

Ebola.  

The Committee has met 12 times so far on Ebola and has 

endorsed key messages on Ebola for use by Member 

States and information for travellers in all EU official 

languages – information which is available here today. 

The Committee has also agreed on a common definition 

for Ebola so that all Member States use the same criteria 

to screen and diagnose patients; and has endorsed a 

number of guidelines to help National Authorities:  

• to quickly identify and diagnose Ebola patients;  

• to establish links among healthcare facilities to treat 

patients with Ebola disease;  

• to protect healthcare workers; and  
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• to help staff involved in medical evacuation of 

patients from affected areas.   

The Commission has activated the EU laboratory network 

on Highly Dangerous Pathogens to enable all Member 

States –in particular those which do not have high safety 

level laboratories – to have access to diagnosis of Ebola 

virus, should the need arise.  

The Health Programme is financing this Network and the 

costs for carrying out diagnostic tests. 

In addition, the Commission has mapped healthcare 

facilities in Europe which are equipped to isolate and treat 

Ebola patients. 

As we all know, there are no medicinal products approved 

for the prevention or treatment of Ebola virus disease. 

There are, however, several therapeutic and vaccine 

candidates against Ebola, mostly at early stages of 

development, in Canada, the USA and elsewhere.  Most 

of these have not been tested on humans to verify their 

efficacy and safety.   
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The Commission, the European Medicines Agency and 

the Member States are discussing with manufacturers to 

gather more information about experimental treatments 

and vaccines currently under development.  

All parties are working together to facilitate authorisation 

processes, including the authorisation of clinical trials, of 

potential new treatments and vaccines. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

In conclusion, to succeed in containing this outbreak, we 

need to help the affected countries carry out measures 

which have been successfully used to contain previous 

Ebola epidemics.   

 

These are: 

• to help people in affected areas avoid high-risk 

situations;  

• to help people recognise the symptoms of infection 

and report early for testing and care;  
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• to provide care for Ebola patients paying scrupulous 

attention to infection control and personal protection; 

and  

• to support communities to cope with the 

consequences of the Ebola epidemic on their daily 

lives – particularly through ensuring food, water, 

security and healthcare. 

The need for the EU to act in a concerted manner is 

clear: 

• First, in the spirit of international solidarity, we have 

an obligation to assist people in times of need;  

• Second; to prevent the Ebola crisis damaging 

neighbouring countries and hindering long-term 

development in Africa; and  

• Third, to protect the EU – and the best way of doing 

this is get this Ebola epidemic under control in West 

Africa. 

To this end, the Commission will continue to work with EU 

Member States and the affected countries – and with 

NGOs on the ground – to bring this outbreak to a close.   
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The support of EU Member States is essential towards 

ensuring an effective EU response to the Ebola outbreak. 

  

The Council has called for increased co-ordination of 

action at EU level and for a "comprehensive EU response 

framework to address this crisis". 

And this is why we are all here today with one Response 

framework with co-ordinated action on Humanitarian 

Assistance, Development Cooperation, Health and 

External affairs. 

In addition, on Monday next week, I will be further 

discussing our response to Ebola with the EU Health 

Ministers at the Informal Health Council in Milan; and here 

I would like to acknowledge the presence of the Italian 

Health Minister who will lead discussions to this end.  

One important focus is the need for efficient ways to 

ensure medical evacuation of healthcare workers in the 

field, so we are able to repatriate them to Europe if the 

need arises.  
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Indeed if we want to send European health workers to 

West Africa – where they are very much needed - we 

must reassure them that we are able to bring them back 

to Europe.  Otherwise no one will want to go. 

I therefore fully support the shaping of a joint solution for 

medical repatriation co-ordinated at European level.  

Through our alert system we can exchange and co-

ordinate requests and offers for help.   

To transport people however you need the planes – 

military or others – and the equipment.  This is something 

that only the EU Member States have.  I therefore appeal 

to Member States to consider how we can best use your 

means and how to share capacity at European level. 

Finally, I can assure you of my personal commitment to 

doing everything I can to help bring this crisis to an end.   

Thank you for your attention.   

 

 


