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INTRODUCTION  

This Standard E urobarom eter survey  83 of spring 2015 (EB8 3) was carried out between 

16  and 27 May  2015 in  34 countries or t erritories 1: the  28 Member Sta tes of the 

European Union (EU), the five candidate countries 2 ( the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia, Turkey, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania ), and the Turkish Cypriot 

Community in the part of the country not controlled by the government of the Republic  of 

Cyprus.  

The Standard Eurobarometer survey 83 was conducted just a fter the European 

Commission  published its economic forecast for spring 2015 3, which confirmed the 

economic recovery throughout the European Union. GDP growth was forecast to reach 

1.8% i n the EU and 1.5% in the euro area in 2015 , which represents  rises of +0 .4 and 

+ 0.6 percentage points  respectively compared with the official growth rates for 2014 

(1.4% and 0.9% respectively). The unemployment rate remains high in the EU, but has 

fallen b elow the 10% threshold 4. At 9.7 % in April  2015, unemployment within the EU28 

had fallen by -0.6 percentage points since April 201 4, when it reached 10.3% . Within the 

euro area it stood at  11 .1%, again a fall of  -0.6 percentage points since April 2014, when  

it was 11 .7% . 

Although it remains high, the unemployment rate for young people under 25 has 

continued to fall within EU28 (20 .7%, -1.8 percentage points  compared with 22.5% in 

April 20 14)  and in the euro area (22 .3%, -1.6 percentage points versus 23 .9% in  April 

2014).  

While  the unemployment rate has fallen in 22 Member States since April  2014 , it has 

risen in Romania ( 6.9%, +0 .1 percentage points since April 20 14), Belgium (8 .5%, 

+0 .1),  Austria  (5 .7%, +0 .2), France (10 .5%, +0 .4), Croati a (17 .5%, +0 .4) and  Finland 

(9 .4%, +0 .9).  

An extraordinary meeting of the European Council was held on 23 April in Brussels in 

order to discuss ways to ease the migratory pressures in the Mediterranean. On 13 May, 

the European Commission presented its ñEuropean Agenda on Migrationò5, which aims to 

improve the management of migration.   

Since the Standard E urobarom eter of autumn 2014, national elections have been held in 

Greece, Croatia , Italy, Finland, Poland 6 and the United Kingdom . Lithuania joined the 

euro area on 1 Januar y 2015 . 

 

                                                           
1 Please consult the technical specifications for details of the exact dates of the interviews in each country.  
2 The survey was not conducted in Iceland. In March 2015, the Iceland ic government requested that ñIceland 
should not be regarded as a candidate for EU  membershipò. 
3 http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications/european_economy/2015/pdf/ee2_en.pdf  
4http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/6 862104/3 -03062015 -BP-EN.pdf/  
5 http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home -affairs/what -we -do/policies/european -agenda -migration/background -
information/docs/communication_on_the_european_agenda_on_migration_ en.pdf  
6 In Poland, the first round of the presidential elections took place on 10 May 2015, just before the fieldwork 
began, and the se cond during the fieldwork (24 May).  

http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications/european_economy/2015/pdf/ee2_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/background-information/docs/communication_on_the_european_agenda_on_migration_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/background-information/docs/communication_on_the_european_agenda_on_migration_en.pdf
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The full report of the Standard Eurobarom eter 83  survey consists of five  volumes. The 

first  volume presents the state of public opinion in the European Union. Four further  

volumes  present the opinions of Europeans on other themes: the Europe 2020 strategy; 

European citizenship; the European Union budget; Europeans and economic statistics. 

The present volume covers the state of public opinion in the European Union.   

This volume, devoted to the main public opinion trends in the European Union, is div ided 

into four parts. The first part focuses on personal, economic and political aspects of life in 

the European Union as perceived by its citizens . In it we examine the financial and 

personal situation of citizens; their views regarding the national and E uropean economic 

situation; their main concerns; and their expectations for the future. This part also 

analyses how Europeans evaluate the quality of life in their countries and in the 

European Union. This volume then explores citizensô interest in politics, their views on 

the direction in which things are going in their country and in the European Union, and 

their trust in the institutions.  

The second part of the report presents the main indicators for the image of and trust in 

the European  Union and its i nstitutions. Firstly, we focus on the extent to which 

Europeans feel attached to the European Union. Secondly, we analyse their familiarity 

with and trust in the European institutions and the European Union, before turning to 

their knowledge  of the EU. Thi rdly, we consider their views on the way democracy works 

and how their personal and national interests are taken into account by the European 

Union. Finally, this part of the report looks at the attitudes of Europeans  towards 

globalisation and immigration.   

The third part of the report analyses the support of Europeans for various European 

policies and for the creation of an EU army. It then examines their views on the future of 

the European Union.   

In the fourth and final part, we focus on economic issues in the EU: firstly, we look at the 

way in which Europeans perceive the impact of the crisis on employment, before 

analysing the perceived effectiveness of a number of measure s to tackle the crisis and 

reform the economic and financial system. We also consi der  the role of the public and 

private sectors in revitalising  the economy, and  the priorities for a European energy 

union.  

As most of these questions were asked during previous Standard Eurobarometer surveys, 

it is possible to analyse trends in public opi nion . 
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The methodology used is that of the Standard Eurobarometer surveys of the Directorate -

General for Comm unication ( ñStrategy, Corporate Communication Actions and 

Eurobarometerò Unit) 7.  A technical note on the interviewing methods of the institutes of  

the TNS opinion & social network is attached to this report. This note also specifies the 

confidence intervals 8 which are used to assess the accuracy of the results of the survey , 

according to the size of the sample interviewed in relation to the total si ze of the 

population studied .  

The abbreviations used in this report correspond to :  

AB BREVIATIONS  
BE Belgi um  LV Latvia  
CZ Czech Republic  LU Luxembourg  
BG Bulgari a HU Hungary  
DK Denmark  MT Malt a 
DE Germany  NL The Netherlands  
EE Eston ia AT Austria  
EL Greece  PL Poland  
ES Spain  PT Portugal  
FR France  RO Romania  
HR Croati a SI  Slov enia  
IE Ireland  SK Slovakia  
IT  Ital y FI  Finland  
CY Republic of Cyprus *  SE Sweden  
LT Lit huania  UK  United Kingdom  
    
CY (tcc)  Turkish Cypriot Community    
    
TR Turk ey  ME Mont ene gro  

MK 
Former Yugoslav  Republic of Macedonia  
**  

RS Serbia  

AL Albani a   
    

EU28  European Union ï weighted average for the 28 Member States  

Euro 
area  

BE, FR, IT, LU, DE, AT, ES, PT, IE, NL, FI, EL, EE, SI, 

CY, MT, SK, LV , LT  

Non -
euro 
area  

BG, CZ, DK, HR, HU, PL, RO, SE, UK  

    
* C yprus as a whole is one of the 28 Member States of the European Union. However, the ñacquis 

communautaire ò has been suspended in the part of the country which is not controlled by the government of 

the Republic of Cyprus. For practical reasons, only the interviews conducted in the part of the country 

controlled by the government of the Republic of Cyprus are included in the ñCYò category and in the EU28 

average. The interviews conducted in the part of the country  not controlled by the government of the Republic 

of Cyprus are included in the ñCY(tcc) ò [tcc:  Turkish Cypriot Community ]  category.  

** Provisional abbreviation which in no way prejudges the definitive name of this country, which will be agreed 

once the cu rrent negotiations  at the United Nations have been completed.  

 

*      *      *      *      *  

We wish to thank all the people interviewed throughout Europe who took the time to take 

part in this survey.  

Without their active participation, this survey would not have been possible.  

                                                           
7 http://ec.europa.eu/COMMFrontOffice/PublicOpinion/  (new Public Opinion website online since 31 July 2015).  
8 The results tables are annexed. It should be noted that the total of the percentages indicated in the tables in 
this report may exceed 100% when the interviewees were able to choose several answers to the same 
question.  

http://ec.europa.eu/COMMFrontOffice/PublicOpinion/
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I.  LIFE IN THE EUROPEAN  UNION  

The main findings of this Standard Eurobarometer 83 of spring 2015 are as follows:  

-  There has been a slight improvement in how Europeans see their personal 

situation, the employment situation, and the nati onal and European economic 

situations ;  

-  They are also more optimistic about the next twelve months;  

-  Immigration has become a priority concern for the European Union. It has also 

gained ground among the problems  identified at the national level;  

-  The trust E uropeans have in the EU and its institutions has increased.  
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1.  PERSONAL ASPECTS  

1.1.  The personal situation of Europeans  

ςEuropeans are  mostly  satisfied with the life they lead and expect their 

situation to remain the same or improve during the next twelve mont hs  ς 

A large majority of Europeans are satisfied with the life they lead 9: 80% say they 

are satisfied, representing a rise of one percentage point since the Standard 

Eurobarometer of autumn 2014 (EB82), compared with 20% who are diss atisfied  ( -1).  

The prop ortion of Europeans who are ñvery satisfiedò remains stable at 23%  (no change) 

and larger than the proportion of Europeans who are ñnot at all satisfiedò (5%, =).  

 
A majority of respondents in 26 Member States are satisfied with the life they lead, as 

was  also the case in autumn 2014. Satisfaction is particularly widespread in Denmark  

(99%) , while  it is least so  in Portugal (57%) . Conversely , a majority of respondents in 

two Member States are not satisfied with the life they lead: Greece  (58%  versus  42% 

satisfaction ) and Bulgaria  (53%  versus  47 % ).  

                                                           
9 D70. On the whole, are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not very satisf ied or not at all satisfied with the life 
you lead?  



STANDARD EUROBAROMETER 83                    PUBLIC OPINION IN THE EU ï SPRING 2 015  

8 
 

 

Total ñSatisfiedò = Very satisfied + Fairly satisfied   

Total ñDissatisfiedòô =  Not very satisfied + Not at all satisfied  

 

 

 

Detailed results  
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The optimism of Europeans as to  their personal sit ua tion over the  next twelve months  

has continued to gain a little ground 10 : 29% think that the next twelve months will be 

better  (+1 percentage point since autumn 2014 and +7 since autumn 2012).  However, a 

majority of respondents continue to expect there to be no change d uring the next twelve 

months  (59%, +1). Pessimism is on the decline : 9% think that the next twelve months 

will be worse  ( -2).  

 

Optimism outweighs pessimism in 27 Member States, with Greece the exception: 33% of 

respondents in Greece expect the next twelv e months to be ñworseò, while 22% expect 

them to be ñbetterò. However, in Greece as in the other 27 Member States, most 

respondents expect  the next twelve months to bring no change.   

Respondents  are particularly likely to be optimistic about their  personal  situation during 

the next twelve months in Ireland  (46%) and Sweden  (41 %); optimism  is weakest in 

Germany  (20%) .  

 

                                                           
10  QA2a.1. What are your expectations for the next twelve months: will the next twelve months be better, 
worse or the same, when it comes to...? Your life in general.  
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An analysis over a longer period of time reveals that the index 11  of Europeans ô optimism 

about  their personal situation has risen gradually  since the Standard Eur obarom eter of 

autumn 2012  (EB78) (+17 index points , from  +3  to  +20), after falling  between spring 

2007 and autumn 2012  ( -23 index points, from  +26  to  +3). I t has not yet reached its 

pre -2007 level but is getting closer  ( the optimism index fluctuated between  + 22 and + 26  

between autumn 2004 and spring  2007).  

 

                                                           
11  Difference between the positive (ñbetterò) and the negative (ñworseò) answers. 
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The following table shows the results by socio -demographic criteria in the European 

Union as a whole (EU28 average), in the six largest EU countries, and in countries 

ben efiting or having benefited from European Union assistance to overcome the financial 

and economic crisis.   
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1.2.  Perceptions  of personal job and financial situation s 

ς Perceptions of personal job and f inancial situations are improving  ς 

1.2.1.  The financial situat ion of the household  

More than two - thirds  of Europeans say that the financial situation of their household is 

ñgoodò (68%, versus  30% ñbadò), representing an increase of three percentage points 

since the Standard E urobarom eter of autumn 2014 (EB82) 12 .  

 

A majority of respondents in 2 4 Member States share this view, particularly  in Denmark  

(93%) and Sweden  (90%). A minority of respondents rate the financial situation of their 

household as ñgoodò in four Member States: Greece (27% , versus  73%  ñbadò), Bulgaria 

(38% , versus 60%), Portugal (44% , versus  54%) and Hungary  (47% , versus  52%).  

 

                                                           
12  QA1a.4 How would you judge the current situation in each of the following? The financial situation of your 
household  




























































































































































































































































































































































































































