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In time of economic constrains and need for budget consolidation it is even more important to use 
EU:s common resources in the next financial framework for the right purpose and in a more efficient 
way. A modern, yet leaner budget focusing on areas that could provide European added value such as 
enhancing Europe’s growth potential through research and innovation will be necessary.  
 
The current Competitiveness and Innovation programme (CIP) has proven to be valuable in some 
areas and less in others. The future programme should therefore focus on measures that are cost 
efficient and comply with commonly agreed priorities of European cooperation e.g. EU 2020. The 
European added value should be clearly spelled out for each measure implemented by the programme 
National competencies and subsidiarity must be respected.  
 
This paper presents Swedish priorities for the forthcoming programme that will replace the CIP 
programme. The Swedish governments view on innovation and R&D is also presented in a paper sent 
to the Commission in December 2010 that gives the preliminary Swedish position on the next 
framework programme for R&D. The allocation between different measures and the overall funding 
are not addressed in this paper, as they depend on the negotiations of the forthcoming financial 
perspective.  
 
A flexible programme close to market applications for SMEs 
The programme should complement the future cohesion policy funds and the EU framework 
programmes for research and technological development. Synergies between the various programmes 
must be found and by their ultimate combination support the commercialization phase as well as 
focusing on the European added value. It is important that the future programme finds its place within 
the “financing structure” of the EU. The programme should contain evaluation and impact assessments 
that recognize the contribution to European competitiveness and should be used to change the 
programme during the programme period to adapt to new market developments, especially in the IT 
and eco innovation sectors. 
 
It is also of vital importance that the “think small first principle” is applied on measure 
implementation. Measures should be accessible and relevant for SMEs, and thus worth while investing 
in. The programme must be more visible for European SMEs. Adequate and user friendly application 
procedures, and reasonable time from application to first payment, are crucial Simplification measures 
should be thoroughly implemented.  
 
EU 2020 – promoting EU-dimension in micro economic policies 
The programme should support the delivery of the EU 2020 strategy objectives and thus aim at 
implementation of micro-economic elements envisaged, especially the flagship initiatives Industrial 
policy in the globalisation era, Innovation Union, Digital Agenda for Europe and A resource-efficient 
Europe. The Single Market Act is also important to consider. The programme should provide 
knowledge transfer and exchange of best practices between practitioners in Member States and 
regions. Actions envisaged in the flagship initiatives that are well suited for this are initiatives to 
promote standardization processes in SMEs (Single Market Act) as well as initiatives to promote eco 
innovation including energy efficiency in SMEs (Eco Innovation Action Plan, Energy Efficiency plan) 
 
An integrated approach to the Cohesion policy funds and to the framework programme for 
research and development 
The policy instruments should be mutually reinforcing and not overlapping. Clear information to the 
end-users of the various programmes is vital in order for them to understand the complementarity 
between the programmes. For instance it could be expected that the future CIP programme focuses on 
innovation while the Cohesion policy focus on the entrepreneurial environment and projects targeting 
smaller SME as well as supporting clusters. 
 



The future Cohesion policy adds the concept of the territorial cohesion, in the CIP programme this 
could be done by support of SMEs in functional regional co-operations, cross-border regions and 
trans-national cluster co-operations. An integrated approach between cohesion, research and 
competitiveness must include a multi-level governance approach and it is important to make 
connections between the programmes at every step in the preparation phase. Coordination and 
cooperation on all levels are necessary in order to achieve synergies. 
 
Regarding research and development, actions oriented on enhancing output from research to contribute 
to innovation and growth needs to be further developed and coordinated. Strengthening the overall 
linkages from research towards demonstration, trial and innovation is vital. Today the synergies 
between CIP and 7th Framework programme for research (FP7) are not well developed. It is clear that 
the innovation aspects of the FP need to be improved and that today, there is a missing functionality in 
this respect. Regardless if these two existing programs may be merged or continue to be handled 
separately, there is a need to increase exploitation of synergies between future FP and CIP. 
 
Turning environmental challenges into business opportunities for SMEs  
SMEs have an important role as innovation drivers and in creating solutions that tackle future 
environmental challenges. Hence the future CIP programme should continue its efforts in assisting 
SMEs in eco –innovation processes. Development of demand-side actions should be a priority, 
together with support to deployment processes. Efforts should be made to assist SMEs to manage risks 
and opportunities arising from eco system change and become more competitive by reducing their 
relative consumption of energy and other resources.  
 
Public procurement – a source of innovation and greening 
Public procurement can promote other policy objectives such as innovation, environmental and social 
considerations. Demand from the public sector can create new markets as well as expand existing 
markets and thus assist environmentally sound and innovative products to become profitable. It can 
therefore act as a catalyst for the commercialisation of green innovation and new technologies. The 
programme should therefore further investigate and evaluate public procurement as a tool for SMEs 
deployment of new solutions for enhanced innovation and greening.  
 
Support of SMEs innovation processes  
The future CIP programme must focus on both top-down and bottom up approach in innovation 
processes, both societal challenges and industrial deployment of new solutions, processes,. products 
and services to market and society should be addressed. The integration between education, research 
and innovation (the knowledge triangle) should be a part of the programme. It is thus important that 
actions complement the future implementation of European innovation partnerships (EIP). Member 
states and stakeholders must have an active role in prioritizing and management of the EIP-concept.  
 
Access to finance for SMEs 
Sweden supports that access to finance for SMEs should remain a fundamental part of the programme. 
The financial instruments offered should complement and not displace market driven instruments and 
must add to existing programme frameworks. 
 
Sweden support that only one fund will provide funding for High Growth and Innovative SMEs (in the 
current programme named GIF). Experience shows that broad funds operate more efficient than sector 
specific ones. Furthermore support to high growth SMEs should only be devoted to investments in 
seed capital and really early stage finance, (with a clear definition of early stage) where the private 
market together with member state public efforts are not sufficient. Both private and public co-
financing should be encouraged. To leverage the resources from such a facility and to facilitate future 
private investments in SMEs, investment readiness measures should be implemented. The programme 
will thus cover a larger part of the SME life cycle.  
 



Assist SMEs in internationalisation  
Evaluation shows that services directed towards SMEs are best performed in close proximity to the 
SME. The Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) structure has its competitive advantage by the close 
proximity to the SME as well as the partner matching facility with international partners. The issue of 
multi level governance is evident. In order to assist SMEs in their internationalisation, local, regional, 
national and EU-level should focus on how to best be actively involved in coordinating resources and 
use structures efficiently. Coordination and cooperation on all levels are necessary. The future EEN-
structure must aim at providing individual services that meet real, identified needs of the SME.  
 
Experience from Sweden shows that one obstacle for SMEs that want to export is lack of production 
capacity. Sweden therefore proposes that the programme should contain measures that assist SMEs to 
define and deploy innovation and products on international markets and financial measures to assist 
the building up of production capacity.  
 
Entrepreneurship as a driver for growth  
Most people hold entrepreneurship competence. If revealed this would contribute to European growth. 
The potential of European citizens must be triggered. Women’s entrepreneurship is a vast untapped 
resource for innovation and entrepreneurship. On the European level exchange of best practices and 
establishment of European networks have proven to be successful. Hence, Sweden strongly 
encourages continuous support for these measures.  
 
Sweden also supports that the future programme should contain initiatives that work towards exchange 
of best practices regarding promotion of young innovators, as the interest in entrepreneurship among 
young people has increased over the last decade. It is crucial for future growth to leverage young 
people’s knowledge and skills to innovate.  
 
Implementation of EU policy in energy efficiency 
Achievements of EU targets on energy efficiency and renewable energy resources are dependent of 
knowledge of how to merge already available technological and non-technological solutions into 
commercial application. Sweden supports that the future CIP programme continues to facilitate 
networking, exchange of best practices and training for policy makers as well as market actors at EU, 
national, regional and local levels. Measures such as awareness raising in the financial sector, in order 
to increase investors’ attention to innovative SME-projects are important .  
 
The increasing focus on sustainable energy, resource-efficiency, product standards and labelling, 
makes it highly relevant to make available objective and independent information and knowledge of 
impacts along the entire life-cycle of goods and services. The future CIP programme should therefore 
implement measures that assist SMEs uptake of standardisation and awareness raising measures on 
impacts of goods and services (as proposed in the report SME and the Environment in the European 
Union (November 2010)). 
 
Measures to provide wider uptake of innovative digital technologies 
It is important that the programme continues to support European policies and large scale projects to 
promote the wider uptake and best use of innovative digital technologies and content by businesses, 
governments and citizens. Within this area, the future CIP programme may contribute in a substantial 
way to the fulfilment of policies such as the Malmö Declaration on eGovernment, Commission’s 
action plan on e-government, the Digital Agenda for Europe and the Single Market Act.  
 
Especially measures that supports mobility in the Single Market by seamless eGovernment services 
for the setting up and running of a business and for studying, working, residing and retiring anywhere 
in the European Union should be targeted in the future CIP programme. A well-functioning Single 
Market is a prerequisite for increased competitiveness of the EU. In accordance with the Malmö 
Declaration on eGovernment, focus should be set on e-services designed around users’ needs and 
developed in collaboration with third parties, as well as by increased access to public information, 
strengthened transparency and effective means for involvement of stakeholders in the policy process. 


