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Štefan Füle, Member of the EC in charge of Enlargement
and European Neighbourhood Policy, and Vlora Çitaku,
Kosovan Minister for European Integration, held a joint
press briefing after their meeting on 24 April 2013 in
Brussels. They met at a crucial time for EU/Kosovo
relations, a few days after the historic agreement reached
in the EU-facilitated dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia.
Only the original language version is authentic and it prevails in
the event of its differing from the translated versions.
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10:00:00 Title

00:00:05

10:00:05 Exterior view of the EC Berlaymont building

00:00:05

10:00:10 Arrival of Štefan Füle, Member of the EC in charge
of Enlargement and European Neighbourhood
Policy, and Vlora Çitaku, Kosovan Minister for
European Integration, in the press room

00:00:07

10:00:18 SOUNDBITE by Štefan Füle (in ENGLISH) saying that
it is particularly important that the agreement was
negotiated and agreed by the countries themselves
as it is their agreement, not one 'imposed' by the
EU; the European Commission submitted its
proposal for negotiating directives for a
Stabilisation and Association Agreement to the
Council; they were able to do so after Kosovo
worked hard to meet the short-term priorities
identified in the EC's feasibility study on rule of law,
public administration, protection of minorities and
trade.

00:00:42

10:01:00 Cutaway of the audience

00:00:05

10:01:05 SOUNDBITE by Štefan Füle (in ENGLISH) saying that
in its conclusions of December 2012, the Council
has committed itself to adopt the Stabilisation and
Association Agreement (SAA) negotiating directives,
provided its assessment of Kosovo's efforts was
positive; the EC's report concludes that Kosovo has
delivered; saying that he now hopes that the
Council will share the EC's assessment and will
adopt the negotiating directives.

00:00:25

10:01:31 Cutaway of the audience

00:00:05

10:01:37 SOUNDBITE by Štefan Füle (in ENGLISH) saying that
the Commission will do what it can to help guide its
proposals through the Council but Kosovo needs to
swiftly implement the previous Friday's agreement
and other dialogue agreements, and continue to act
on its EU reform agenda; it also needs to continue
to prepare for the SAA negotiations, whenever they
start.

00:00:27

10:02:04 Cutaway of the speakers

00:00:03

10:02:07 SOUNDBITE by Vlora Çitaku (in ENGLISH) saying that
they are very glad that the EU-facilitated dialogue
on normalization of relations between Kosovo and
Serbia has concluded with an agreement; for
Kosovo, this process has been a very difficult one,
however one which the country needed to go
through; the benefits of this agreement should be
praised; for the first time in the history of
negotiations between Kosovo and Serbia, they have
indeed a mutually acceptable agreement.

00:00:39

10:02:47 Cutaway of a photographer

00:00:06

10:02:53 SOUNDBITE by Vlora Çitaku (in ENGLISH) saying that
they strongly believe that the agreement between
Kosovo and Serbia will radiate and resonate
throughout the region and will inspire other
countries to take the necessary compromises for
the sake of the future; they praise Lady Ashton for
her personal contribution and also Commissioner
Füle for his own commitment to this process.

00:00:29

10:03:23 Štefan Füle and Vlora Çitaku leaving the press point
(3 shots)

00:00:07
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