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On 6 March 2013, European Commission President, José Manuel Barroso, and the Thai Prime Minister, Yingluck
Shinawatra, launched negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between the European Union and Thailand.
EU Trade Commissioner De Gucht and the Thai Minister of Commerce Boonsong had met the day before to
formally agree on the start of negotiations. The ambition is to conclude a comprehensive agreement covering
tariffs, non-tariff barriers and other trade related issues, such as services, investment, procurement, regulatory
issues, competition, and sustainable development. The launch of FTA negotiations marks an important step in
EU-Thai relations, already strengthened by a Partnership and Cooperation Agreement. The first negotiating round
is expected to take place before the summer break. Thailand is the EU's third largest trading partner inside
ASEAN and the EU is Thailand’s third largest trading partner, trade between them in 2012 reaching nearly €32
billion. The EU is also one of the largest investors in Thailand with investment stocks worth over €14 billion in
2011. The FTA with Thailand should deliver substantial economic gains and put the EU on par with partners who
have already concluded FTAs with Thailand (China, India, Japan, Korea, Australia and New Zealand).
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Arrival of José Manuel Barroso, EC President and
Yingluck Shinawatra, Prime Minister of Thailand
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Signature of the Partnership Cooperation Agreement
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SOUNDBITE by José Manuel Barroso (In English) saying
that: We have finalised the negotiations on the
Partnership Cooperation Agreement between the
European Union and Thailand - a significant result after no
less than 9 years of negotiations. Subject to endorsement
by the European Union Member States, this new
Agreement will lift our cooperation to a higher level, better
adapted to the current global challenges and our political
ambitions.
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SOUNDBITE by José Manuel Barroso (In English) saying
that: I am delighted to announce the launch of
negotiations on a free trade agreement between the
European Union and Thailand. Our bilateral trade
amounted in 2011 to almost €30 billion, and the EU is also
a very important investor in Thailand; I am deeply
convinced that this Free Trade Agreement can bring
substantial benefits to our already strong trade and
investment relations. So, my message today is very clear:
we are entering a new era in our relations.

00:00:41

00:02:19

Cutaway of a photographer

00:00:03

00:02:22

SOUNDBITE by José Manuel Barroso (In English) saying
that: It is my pleasure to present you with this certificate of
Khao Hom Mali Thung Kula Ronghai. This is the first Thai
Geographical Indication that the European Union
recognises and also the first ever for a product from
Southeast Asia.
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SOUNDBITE by Yingluck Shinawatra (In English) saying
that: The European Union is a very important partner of
Thailand. Our trade volume with EU member states
makes nearly 10% of Thailand's total external trade. Every
year, over 5.5 million EU citizen visit Thailand. Also
investments between us continue to grow and cover many
sectors.
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SOUNDBITE by Yingluck Shinawatra (In English) saying
that: The PCA will provide framework for our future
bilateral cooperation at all level. Based on shared value
and interests, both sides will now need to go trough the
international process with the view to sign the agreement
as soon as possible. President Barroso and I are also
pleased with the positive step taken by both sides to start
for formal negotiations on the EU free trade agreement
FTA. The FTA will be an important tool to boost our trade
and investments as well create mutual growth and jobs.
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