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On 18 February 2013, Kristalina Georgieva, Member of the EC in charge of International Cooperation,
Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response, Michèle Striffler, Member of the EP (EPP, FR), and Walter Cotte,
Member of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), attended the launch of
the International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) campaign on Silent Disasters. The objective of this
campaign was to raise awareness about silent disasters around the world and to highlight the work of ECHO and
the Red Cross and Red Crescent in delivering assistance to the people affected by these disasters.
Only the original language version is authentic and it prevails in the event of its differing from the translated versions.
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Soundbite (in FRENCH) by Michèle Striffler, Member of
the EP (EPP, FR) saying that as Permanent Rapporteur
for Humanitarian Aid, she tries to communicate as much
as possible and to make other MEP's aware but it is not
always easy. What is positive is that the barometer 2013
underlines the message support of the EU citizens
regarding the actions for populations in need. This must
encourage them to communicate even more.
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Soundbite by Kristalina Georgieva, Member of the EC in
charge of International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid
and Crisis Response (in ENGLISH): The importance of
focussing on disasters everywhere is not because we are
in a beauty contest, "my disaster is more visible than
yours". It is for two very important reasons. First, because
solidarity must work for all. And when a disaster in
unreported, unnoticed, there is a huge risk that it will also
mean that less help is getting for people.
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Soundbite by Kristalina Georgieva (in ENGLISH): The
second reason highlighting silent disaster is absolutely
crucial. It is because for the world of tomorrow where
climate change will inevitably make more stories. For this
world we must shift our mind set from the one of response
to one of prevention, in other words building resilience
society.
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Soundbite by Kristalina Georgieva (in ENGLISH): We will
have in the next months an action plan for how we direct
humanitarian and development funds towards
investments in resilience. And actually we are in our
activities, we are very hopeful that we will have a
determined connexion between relief, rehabilitation and
development in which resilience is the common
denominator.
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Soundbite by Walter Cotte, Member of the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
(IFRC) (in ENGLISH): Our message is very simple. We
really need to create an environment of advocacy, with
the substance of protection, safer access and human
dignity approach.
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