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On 28 January, Neelie Kroes, Vice-President of the EC in charge of Digital Agenda, rewarded the winners of FET
flagships R&D projects: Professor Jari Kinaret of Chalmer's University of Technology in Sweden and Professor
Henry Markram of the École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne. Europe faces up to 700.000 unfilled ICT jobs
and declining competitiveness. The number of digital jobs is growing – by 3% each year during the crisis – but the
number of new ICT graduates and other skilled ICT workers is shrinking. Our youth need actions not words, and
companies operating in Europe need the right people or they will move operations elsewhere. Today, the
Commission is issuing a call to action to companies, governments, educators, social partners, employment
service providers and civil society to join us in a massive effort to "turn the tide". Young Europeans should have
the tools to enter digital careers or to create jobs as entrepreneurs. The Commission will collect pledges on new
jobs, internships, training places, start-up funding, free online university courses and more. Companies such as
Nokia, Telefónica, SAP, Cisco, HP, Alcatel-Lucent, Randstad, ENI, Telenor Group, ARM, as well as the CIO
community, CEPIS (Council of European Professional Informatics Societies) and Digital Europe are in the first
wave of those committing to act. On 4-5 March the Commission will include pledges received from partners and
build them into the launch of a Grand Coalition for Digital Skills and Jobs at a major pledging conference. The
conference is open to all who want to actively support this common cause.
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Arrival of Neelie Kroes, Vice-President of the EC in charge
of Digital Agenda
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SOUNDBITE (in English) Neelie Kroes, Vice-President of
the EC in charge of Digital Agenda: So today is an
important day for European science, where we announce
our biggest research cash award ever, one billion euros
each for two excellent projects.
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Cutaway of cameraman
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SOUNDBITE (in English) Neelie Kroes: One of the two
winners is for research into Graphene. Please join me,
you did the job. This is something that you have to
explain. But it is indeed for me one of those propositions
where we could perhaps where we can show that at the
end of the day, it is Graphene value in EU and that is what
I am looking for. SOUNDBITE (in English) Professor Jari
Kinaret of Chalmer's University of Technology in Sweden:
So this is an example of Graphene produced in EU
produced in Cambridge in UK. This is a starting point for
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produced in Cambridge in UK. This is a starting point for
Graphene based electronic.
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Cutaway of the audience
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SOUNDBITE (in English) Neelie Kroes: This project will
help us find new ways to diagnose and treat brain
conditions; even opening the door to a new kind of
computer — a computer that "thinks" and works the way
we do. So congratulations, Professor Henry Markram of
the École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne. I suspect
your brain would be harder to model than the average
one!
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Cutaway of the audience
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SOUNDBITE (in English) Professor Henry Markram of the
École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne: This is what
we called a computing system and what we will be able to
do is to build very details brain models on super
computers and simplify part of them and print them on
silicon. So that we can capture some fundamental
features of the brain.
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Cutaway of the audience

00:00:06

00:02:54

SOUNDBITE (in English) Neelie Kroes: And for the €80
billion we have proposed for Horizon 2020, the next
framework programme for research and innovation. This
investment is an economic imperative: I hope that
Member States will do the right thing, for Europe's future,
when discussing the Union's budget next week.
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Neelie Kroes leaving
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