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The Council talked about the recent events in the Middle East. Ministers had an exchange of views with Ahmed
Moaz Al-Khatib, President of the National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces. The Council
session is started with a debate on developments in the EU's southern neighbourhood, focusing on Syria, Egypt
and Libya. The Council took stock of the situation in the Western Balkans and discuss relations with the United
States of America.
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00:00:00
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00:00:05

00:00:05

Arrival of Erato Kozakou-Marcoullis, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Cyprus

00:00:03

00:00:08

SOUNDBITE (in English) by Erato Kozakou-Marcoullis:
the decision of Israel to construct further settlements in
the West bank, including East Jerusalem. You know the
position of the EU, it is very clear on that and I do not have
any doubt that we'll condemn today this new
announcement of Israel, we consider the settlements as
illegal and the violation of international law, but the most
important thing is what we are doing, what can we do to
relaunch the negotiations, so that a comprehensive and
durable solution is reached which will allow the
Palestiniens to have their own State and at the same time
to safeguard the security of Israel.

00:00:49

00:00:57

Arrival of William Hague, Foreign Secretary of the United
Kingdom

00:00:05

00:01:02

Arrival of Egidijus Meilunas, Vice Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Lithuania

00:00:11

00:01:13

Arrival of Giulio Maria Terzi di Sant'Agata, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Italy

00:00:07

00:01:20

SOUNDBITE (in English) by Giulio Maria Terzi di
Sant'Agata: Italy, with a great respect of the Egyptian
people, the outcome of the elections and the creation of
this new institution, it is a very delicate process towards a
new constitution. We expect that the will of the people that
is going to be expressed again to the Egyptian institutions
will be respected. There is an appeal that we can launch, I
can launch it as a foreign minister of Italy and close friend
of the Egyptian leadership. It is an appeal to moderation,
to listen, to assure the plurality and the richness of
composition of Egyptian society.

00:00:43

00:02:03

Arrival of Karl Erjavec, Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Slovenia

00:00:04

00:02:07

Arrival of Radoslaw Sikorski, Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Poland

00:00:11

00:02:18

SOUNDBITE (in English) by Radoslaw Sikorski:We
regard at the integration of Western Balkans as a piece of
unfinished business so we support politically the
integration of the Western Balkans, provided of course
these countries are capable to collaborate amongst each
other that they resolve differences amongst themselves
and they fulfil all the criteria as everybody has to do.

00:00:24

00:02:42

Arrival of Carl Bildt, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden

00:00:02

00:02:44

SOUNDBITE (in English) by Carl Bildt: It is certainly a
matter of time. And what are going to be the
consequences. Two things are very important here, to
send a strong message to support the opposition, we will
be listening carefully. This is an important sign of
regulation in itself in the meeting is going to take place.
And secondly also show the strong support to Lakhdar
Brahimi.

00:00:22

00:03:06

Arrival of Lucinda Creighton, Minister of State for
European Affairs of Ireland

00:00:23

00:03:29

Arrival of Michael SpindeLegger, Vice-Chancellor and
Federal Minister for European and International Affairs of
Austria

00:00:09

00:03:38

Arrival and SOUNDBITE (in English) by Catherine Ashton,
EU High Representative and EC Vice President: I will be
briefing the ministers of the recent dialogue between the
prime ministers of Serbia and Kosovo and I want to say
how pleased I am that two gates have opened on
schedule this morning and two more will open by the end
of the year. I also had a meeting with the leader of the
coalition of the opposition forces in Syria, he will be
coming to join all foreign ministers this afternoon in order
to brief them on what he is proposing in terms of a political

00:01:28

to brief them on what he is proposing in terms of a political
process. I urge the need for inclusivity and to demonstrate
that the people of Syria can expect to see EU support not
just in crisis but for the time it will take to rebuild the
country. On Egypt, we call for real inclusive dialogue and
deescalation of tension.
00:05:06

Arrival of José Manuel García-Margallo y Marfil, Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain

00:00:03

00:05:09

SOUNDBITE (in Spansih) by José Manuel
García-Margallo y Marfil: Spain asked to discuss Egypt in
the Council today. We are all concerned, the minimum we
could ask for is to delay the referendum for technical
reasons but ideally the text would need to be rethought
and move towards a more inclusive assembly.

00:00:27

00:05:36

Arrival of Guido Westermelle, Federal Minister for Foreign
affairs of Germany

00:00:03

00:05:39

Arrival of János Martonyi, Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Hungary

00:00:06

00:05:45

Arrival of Edgars Rinkevics, Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Latvia

00:00:07

00:05:52

Arrival of Didier Reynders, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign, External Trade and European Affairs
of Belgium

00:00:07

00:05:59

Arrival of Ahmed Moaz Al-Khatib, President of the National
Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces

00:00:11

00:06:10

END

00:00:00
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