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Arrival of José Manuel Barroso (EC President)
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SOUNDBITE by José Manuel Barroso (In English) saying
that: The European Union is not only about peace among
nations. It incarnates, as a political project, that particular
state of mind that Spinoza was referring to. It embodies,
as a community of values, this vision of freedom and
justice.
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SOUNDBITE by José Manuel Barroso (In English) saying
that: Our Union is more than an association of states. It is
a new legal order, which is not based on the balance of
power between nations but on the free consent of states
to share sovereignty. From pooling coal and steel, to
abolishing internal borders, from six countries to soon
twenty-eight with Croatia joining the family this has been
a remarkable European journey which is leading us to an
"ever closer Union". And today one of the most visible
symbols of our unity is in everyone's hands. It is the Euro,
the currency of our European Union. We will stand by it.
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Cutaway of European heads of State
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SOUNDBITE by José Manuel Barroso (In English) saying
that: The uniqueness of the European project is to have
combined the legitimacy of democratic States with the
legitimacy of supranational institutions: the European
Commission, the European Court of Justice.
Supranational institutions that protect the general
European interest, defend the European common good
and embody the community of destiny. And alongside the
European Council, where the governments are
represented, we have over the years developed a unique
transnational democracy symbolised by the directly
elected European Parliament.
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SOUNDBITE by José Manuel Barroso (In English) saying
that: you can count on our efforts to fight for lasting
peace, freedom and justice in Europe and in the world.
Over the past sixty years, the European project has
shown that it is possible for peoples and nations to come
together across borders. That it is possible to overcome
the differences between "them" and "us". Here today, our
hope, our commitment, is that, with all women and men of
good will, the European Union will help the world come
together. For justice, for freedom, for peace. Thank you.
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General view of the applause (2 shots)
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