Kristalina GEORGIEVA, Member of the EC in charge of International Cooperation, Humanitarian
Aid and Crisis Response, visits Burkina Faso: launch of the AGIR session
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In the light of the ongoing food security crisis in the Sahel and the growing refugee crisis in Mali, Commissioner K.
Georgieva visited Ouagadougou to take part in the “Sahel and West Africa Week” conference held at the Azaliai
Hotel Independence. The Sahel and West Africa Club gathers members of the international community to work
together with ECOWAS, UEMOA and CILSS on deepening regional co-operation processes in West Africa with
the goal encouraging “resilience” policies that reduce food and nutritional vulnerability by supporting the
implementation of Sahelian/West African policies” By 2028, the total population facing structural food and
nutritional insecurity should be reduced by at least two-thirds, and the rate of acute malnutrition lowered to below
10% in the target countries of the Sahelian belt. The target countries are: six priority target countries in the
Sahelian belt (Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger and Senegal)
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SOUNDBITE (in English, sound as incoming) by Kristalina
Georgieva, Member of the EC in charge for International
Co-operation, Humanitarian Aid & Crisis Response: “My
message today is that the Sahel region is going through
some difficult times caused by forces of nature and also
by conflict but it is capable to get throught this difficult time
through the cooperation among the countries and
cooperation with the international community and we in
the European Union assign a great deal of importance to
the Sahel with our strategy for the Sahel – we have seen
the United Nations – how actively the heads of state
participated in the discussion of the future of the region,
and how actively we in the European Union participated in
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and how actively we in the European Union participated in
this discussion.
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Commissioner Georgieva continues (in English, sound as
incoming: “In the long term development is the most
effective resilience builder for all including for the most
vulnerable, but development takes time and for this
reason we must use Agir Sahel to build an avenue that
reaches those that are least visible but are the most
vulnerable. How it would make a difference … at the next
step after today It would be good to see an agreement of
specific objectives, and a shared understanding of gaps
with a finalized road map and naional resilience strategies
– we should be able to agree on clear targets and I would
tell you my bias, my bias is there is only one target that we
can unite about and it is zero hunger for the most
vulnerable people and work towards achieving those
targets.” Cuta away clapping End of material
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