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On 23 November, José Manuel Barroso, President of the EC, and Herman Rompuy, President of the European
Council held the final press conference following the special meeting of the European Council. They announced
that no agreement was reach between the leaders on the Multiannual Financial Framework for the period
2014-2020. The EU Commission and the Council will continue to work and pursue consultations to find a
consensus among the 27 Member States. They said an agreement on the budget is expected in beginning of
next year. José Manuel Barroso underlined how complex the discussions are, 'this touch upon vital interest of our
Union, of the Member States, of the citizens'. He added that: 'we need the spirit of cohesion to be translated in an
appropriate amount, namely for the most vulnerable countries and regions of EU'.
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José Manuel Barroso, President of the EC, and Herman
Rompuy, President of the European Council, arriving (2
shots)
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SOUNDBITE (in English) Herman Rompuy: The European
Council gives its President the mandate together with the
President of the European Commission to continue the
work and pursue consultations in the coming weeks to find
a consensus among the 27 over the Union's Multiannual
Financial Framework for the period 2014-2020. The
bilateral talks yesterday and the constructive discussion
within the European Council show a sufficient degree of
potential convergence to make an agreement possible in
the beginning of next year.
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SOUNDBITE (in English) José Manuel Barroso: But there
are difficult and complex issues because this touch upon
vital interest of our Union, of the Member States, of the
citizens. I think now all the Heads of State and
Government and all the member of the EU Council now
understand each other positions better. For my point of
view, this was a real constructive debate. But the reality is
that we are not yet at the point of reaching consensus and
we need an other round before concluding.
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SOUNDBITE (in English) Herman Rompuy: Everybody
also agrees on another point: this must be a budget for
growth. A budget that focuses on jobs, on innovation, on
research. That's why in my proposal the spending on
competitiveness and jobs is more than 50% higher than in
the period 2007-2013.
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SOUNDBITE (in English) José Manuel Barroso: And also
the fact that for the first time ever, in the European Union
history, we are discussing real cuts and not increase in
the budget. And we are doing this in a context where we
have more members, in 92 we are 12 Member States
around the table, now we are 27, very soon 28 with more
competencies for the EU. So you understand how
challenging the discussions are.

00:00:35

00:02:38

Cutaway of photographers

00:00:06

00:02:44

SOUNDBITE (in English) José Manuel Barroso: We also
want to ensure that our cohesion policies in line with our
economic and growth strategy and that it benefit our
citizens and businesses across Europe. I made clear
during the meeting that we need the spirit of cohesion to
be translated in an appropriate amount, namely for the
most vulnerable countries and regions of EU. We also
want to ensure that the budget continues to be a lever for
continued reform of our PAC. We want to show solidarity
with those most affected by the crisis in Europe and
maintain commitment to the poorest in the world.
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SOUNDBITE (in English) Herman Rompuy: First of all, the
so-called cuts are already important. It means 18 billions
lower level expenditure compared to the Commission's
proposal. But if you compare the MFF period of
2007-2013 with the upcoming MFF period, my proposal
constitutes a decrease of 20 billions or 2%. So it is
already a very restricted budget.
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