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Defence ministers will discuss Common Security and Defence Policy operations, in the presence of "ATO
Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen. During a joint lunch starting at 12.45, EU foreign and defence
ministers will debate the situation in Mali and preparations for a possible EU military operation for the training of
the Malian army. In addition, they will exchange views on preparations for the European Council in December
2013, which is set to feature a discussion on defence issues.
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SOUNDBITE by Catherine Ashton, High Representative of
the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and
President of the Council (In English) saying that: First of
all on the situation in Gaza, I've been in touch with the PM
of Israel and with the Arab League and with Arab nations,
I'm very concerned by the loss of lifes. We need to find a
long term solution to Gaza and we have to find the way to
prevent the kind of violent rocket attacks and also to bring
security and peace for people in the region. Of course
Syria is never far from my thoughts.
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Alexandr Vondra, Czech Minister of Defence
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Štefan Füle, Member of the EC in charge of Enlargement
and European Neighbourhood Policy
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SOUNDBITE by Jeanine Hennis-Plasschzrt
HENNIS-PLASSCHAERT, Minister for Defence (In
English) saying that: (About Turkey and Syria) We did not
receive a formal request yet so we are waiting a formal
request from Turkey and in this moment there is nothing
more to say.
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Giampaolo di Paola, Italian Minister of Defence
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Jean- Marie Halsdorg, Luxembourgish Minister of Defence
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SOUNDBITE by Thomas De Maiziere, German Deputy
Federal Ministrer of Defence (In German) saying that:
Regarding NATO, I expect today a request from the
Turkish government for the installation of Patriot rockets
on the borders with Syria. Is it about a request in the
framework of an existing concept that has been developed
since 2006. It is under the authorisation of the
Commander-in-chief of NATO to decide the deployment of
military capacities within NATO territory.
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SOUNDBITE by Carl Bildt, Swedish Minister for Foreign
Affairs (In English) saying that: We want an immediate
cease fire, which is obvious. The escalation of violence is
in the interest of no one but we must go further than that
in my opinion, if you have to stop and then count the dead
bodies and go on as nothing had happened, then we have
to prepare for the next round of fighting. I think we must
look at the situation of Gaza as such; clearly not enough
has been done along the alliance that the US have been
suggesting before and then it is increasingly urgent to get
to a peace process otherwise we'll face one crisis after the
other over the years to come and it's going to get
increasingly worse.
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