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On 15 November, Günther Oettinger, Member of the EC in charge of Energy, held a press conference on Internal
Energy Market Communication "Making the internal energy market work". With today's Communication on how to
make the internal energy market work the Commission calls on Member States to step up their efforts to
transpose and implement the existing EU internal energy market rules. The Commission will work with Member
States to empower consumers and to reduce state interventions which distort markets. While progress has
already been made in terms of offering more choice for consumers, keeping wholesale energy prices in check
and securing sufficient supplies at all times, more needs to be done to exploit the full potential of a truly
integrated European market. To complete the EU internal energy market by 2014 the Commission foresees
several actions. They include: implementing internal market law and enforcing competition rules; empowering
consumers and ensuring flexible market design. In addition, the Commission will propose guidelines on support
schemes for renewables that will enhance the effectiveness of the internal market.
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SOUNDBITE (in English) Günther Oettinger: This single
market for gas and electricity will increase quality and then
will increase the supply and the security of supply will be
reinforced and there will be pressure on price which is an
other interest. This will place consumers in a stronger
position in a transparent single market. And competition
will growth.
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SOUNDBITE (in English) Günther Oettinger: Some
Member States have transposed in a satisfactory way the
rules and other Member States are opened to criticism
because there are deficiencies with the transposition. Not
all the relevant rules have been properly transposed into
their legislation. And we also note that there is Member
States have transposed put they haven't put things into
practise properly, the reality looks rather different.

00:00:40

00:01:33

Cutaway of the audience

00:00:03

00:01:36

SOUNDBITE (in English) Günther Oettinger: We think that
we need to get across with the whole issue of regulating
the prices. 18 Member States still regulate energy prices,
particularly electricity. So it is markets costs, it is not
supply and demand that it is all about when it comes to
decide on price. The States introduces rules and sets the
process itself per kilowatt and this is not our
understanding of what a single market should be about.
The State doesn't set prices for all kinds of products, so
the next few years, we will be looking at a reduction
regulated prices and eventually, the abolition of regulated
prices.
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SOUNDBITE (in English) Günther Oettinger: We need a
lot of coordination in terms of investing in renewable
energy. What happen if there is no sun or no wind? In the
coming days, we will start our public consultation. We will
ask the Member States about this to energy community
and the consumer's bodies. We are going to ask them
what they think about how to develop capacity
mechanisms.
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