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The European Commission and the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the European Union have great pleasure
in inviting you to participate in a high level conference on the "Single European Sky : time for action" which will
take place on 11th and 12th of October 2012 in Limassol. The venue is to be the Limassol Grand Resort Hotel Amathus Area, Cyprus. Since the adoption of the revised legal framework establishing the Single European Sky
(SES II) in 2009, the necessary rules required to govern the provision of air navigation services from a network
wide perspective were agreed in accordance with the initial timetable. The time for full implementation of the
second package has come, with 2012 being a pivotal year for the Single European Sky. The key enablers
making the biggest contributions to delivery, such as the Performance Scheme for air navigation services, the
Network Manager, Functional Airspace Blocks (FABs), and the SESAR programme are all on-going. However,
with many work threads so finely balanced, for instance the establishment of FABs by December 2012 and
finalising the governance structure for SESAR deployment, it is apposite that we ensure all deliver on time. In this
context, the Limassol conference "Single European Sky : time for action" will be the right forum for having a
strategic discussion concerning progress with SES and next steps. It will identify the conditions for a successful
and timely implementation process and scenarios for the consolidation of the current SES regulatory framework.
The conference will enable a high level discussion involving representatives from the whole ATM community.
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00:00:00

Arrival of Siim Kallas, Vice President in charge of in
charge of Transport

00:00:08

00:00:08

SOUNDBITE (in English) by Siim Kallas: where do we
stand today? Firstly, the performance scheme, which is
essential for the Single Sky to become a reality and
success. Last July, we approved revised national
performance plans since they were globally consistent
with EU-wide targets for raising capacity and cutting
costs. But we made clear that countries differed widely in
their efforts in making the recommended changes needed.
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SOUNDBITE (in English) by Siim Kallas: This is the only
way for airspace users to benefit from higher
cost-efficiency, safety and capacity, as well as a positive
impact on the environment. Ambitious and
evidence-based performance targets go to the heart of the
entire project.
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SOUNDBITE (in English) by Siim Kallas: Within 10 years,
the air navigation cost of an average flight in Europe
should have fallen from its €800 starting point to €600 not the €715 it is today. That is still a long way off the
price in the United States: a country which already
controls the same airspace area, with more traffic, at
roughly half the cost. All this extra expense is borne by
airlines and ultimately, by air passengers. So if Member
States continue to fail to deliver, who suffers?
Passengers, businesses and the European economy.
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SOUNDBITE (in English) by Siim Kallas: We are moving
towards a regulatory environment which is more
streamlined, coherent and based on a market economy.
Consequently we must have full separation of regulatory
and oversight tasks from operational and service provision
activities. This would lead to a single aviation authority
and an industry-led European infrastructure manager, with
centralised functions and services.
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Siim kallas leaving the podium
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