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On 12 October, Herman Van Rompuy, President of the
European Council, made a statement following the award of the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize. Herman Van Rompuy
said: 'We are all very proud and we that means not only the EU leaders, all the EU citizens from this generation
and the former generations. We are all very proud that we receive this Nobel Prize, recognition of the work of the
EU as a peacemaker'. He added:'It is our responsibility, as European leaders to pursue this work so that the
future generation can still have all the benefits of the EU. So, we are very proud today that we receive this Nobel
Prize, not on our behalf but on behalf of the predecessors what they did and of all the citizens are proud these
days to be Europeans'. The President of the European Council made this statement from Helsinki where he was
visiting the Finnish President, Jyrki Katainen.
Only the original language version is authentic and it prevails in the event of its differing from the translated versions.
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SOUNDBITE (in English) Herman Van Rompuy,
President of the European Council: We are all very proud
and we that means not only the EU leaders, all the EU
citizens from this generation and the former generations.
We are all very proud that we receive this Nobel Prize,
recognition of the work of the EU as a peacemaker. We
were in war during centuries, we had those two world
wars, civil wars, we put an end on this. And with the EU
that kind of war can not happen anymore. So the EU is
really the biggest peacemaking institution ever created in
world history. And we have still a mission of propagating,
peace, democracy human right in the rest of the world. So
this is recognition for the work of our predecessors and all
the citizens during the last six decades. And it is our
responsibility, as European leaders to pursue this work so
that the future generation can still have all the benefits of
the EU. So, we are very proud today that we receive this
Nobel Prize, not on our behalf but on behalf of the
predecessors what they did and of all the citizens are
proud these days to be Europeans.
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