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On 08/03/2011 in Strasbourg, Günther Oettinger, Member of the EC in charge of Energy, and Connie Hedegaard,
Member of the EC in charge of Climate Action, gave a joint press conference following the EC's adoption of a
roadmap for transforming the European Union into a competitive low-carbon economy by 2050. The roadmap
described the cost-effective pathway to reach the EU's objective of cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 80-95%
of 1990 levels by 2050. Based on the cost-effectiveness analysis undertaken, the roadmap gave direction to
sectoral policies, national and regional low-carbon strategies and long-term investments. The EU needed to start
working now on long-term strategies, and the roadmap provided guidance on how this transition could be
achieved in the most cost-effective way. The European Commission had also taken the initiative because leading
the global transition to a low-carbon and resource-efficient economy would have multiple benefits for the EU.
Only the original language version is authentic and it prevails in the event of its differing from the translated versions.
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General view of the press conference room
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SOUNDBITE (in ENGLISH) by Connie Hedegaard,
Member of the EC in charge of Climate Action: what we
present today shows very very clearly that it is sound
economics, it is good business and it is responsible
politics to start now the transition into a low carbon
society. To delay and to postpone action would become
more expensive than the roadmap that we present today.
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Cutaway of the speakers
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SOUNDBITE (in ENGLISH) by Connie Hedegaard: the
key findings are that 80% must be done domestically by
2050 because that is the cost-efficient thing to do. We for
the first time present that target, a milestone for 2030
where the analysis shows that we have to be at 40%
reductions if we want to do it cost-efficiently.
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Cutaway of journalists
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SOUNDBITE (in ENGLISH) by Connie Hedegaard: when
you look into this communication and you see a figure like
it costs 270 billion euro per year, of course it sounds like
very very much. What you should also see in this analysis
and in the impact assessment is that the saved oil and
energy bill that will be in the proportion of 175 to 320
billion euro per year. And when we also include the costs
benefits in health and air quality, you can add other
savings to it (2 shots).
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SOUNDBITE (in GERMAN) by Günther Oettinger,
Member of the EC in charge of Energy, saying that
according to the commitments that have been agreement
upon 3% of these buildings each year would have to be
refurbished or retro feed on an annual basis. Until now it
has been between 1% and 1.5% of these public building
which have been renovated annually. But now they will
double this particular figure. This is a very high figure,
doubling in another worlds, and this means a high level of
investments and this will have to be taken into
consideration in the budget (3 shots).
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SOUNDBITE (in ENGLISH) by Connie Hedegaard: I think
that if you ask the citizens up there knowing that today the
barrel of oil will cost 118 or 119 dollars for a barrel, I think
most people, most industries, most sectors, allthe
Member States, they will realise why it makes very much
good sense to try to address energy efficiency much more
targeted than we have done so far in the European Union.
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Cutaway of the press conference room
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