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Submission of Comments from Versatel Deutschland to the Issues Papers of
the commission regarding the revision of the TVWF Directive

Issues Paper: Protection of Minors and Human Dignity and Right of
Reply

I. General remarks

Versatel as a telecommunications network operator faces a new regulatory framework due to
innovations and integration of voice-, video- and data services and thus, the development of
triple play products. Legal and planning uncertainties result from these innovations.
Therefore, Versatel welcomes the opportunity to comment on the issues addressed.

Versatel generally favours a liberal approach to the future regulation of audiovisual services
which supports and fosters the development of new innovative communication services and
products. It supports the Commission in its commitment, to maintain a solid, forward-looking
regulatory framework. Versatel would like to stress that it is crucial for the
telecommunications network operators not to extend the narrow regime of the current TVWF
Directive indiscriminately to new Triple Play services. In regards to the fact that those
services are still in the phase of development at present time, and it is hard to predict as to
what extent they will succeed on the market, their successful development may be seriously
endangered by an over regulation. In Versatels view the need for an in-depth-regulation of
innovative services should be assessed carefully on the basis of market implementation and

development.

Il. Protection of Minors

Pursuant to Art 22. of the TVWF Directive, Member States shall ensure that television
broadcasts by broadcasters under their jurisdiction do not include programmes which might
seriously impair the physical, mental or moral development of minors, in particular those that
involve pornography or gratuitous violence. Exceptions exist in cases where it is ensured by
time frame selections of the broadcast, or by any technical measure that minors generally will

not be able to receive the content.

Versatel agrees with the Commission that the requirements set out in the directive are
sufficient. With focus on non-linear services the basic tier of rules to cover the protection of
minors and human dignity should be applied. However, Versatel would like to stress the
necessity to implement balanced regulatory requirements, considering both, an efficient
protection system and a guarantee for the providers to implement innovative services. Taking
into account the possibilities to establish closed user groups, non-linear services should not

be subject to the general prohibitions of Art. 22 of the framework directive. With reference to



the variety of technical measures, a general obligation to grant technical access blocking
systems should be considered as sufficient. It should be left up to the providers to decide on
the special features they would like adopt. Versatel would suggest that the providers could

notify their access blocking system to an independent control board.

Versatel strongly favours self-regulation bodies. In Germany various self-regulatory bodies
exist, being embedded within a governmental system. In a constantly changing environment,
Versatel encourages a flexible and less detailed regulation supported by the development of

a strong self regulatory regime.

Berlin, September 2, 2005
Versatel Deutschland Holding GmbH
Jan Monikes, Regulatory Counsel

Syndikus Versatel Deutschland
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