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Position paper for the EC consultation on the revision of the 
Television Without Frontiers Directive 
 
 
Premises 
 
The following proposal has been prepared by the members of the Community Media 
Forum Europe - CMFE and is supported by the World Association of Community 
Radio Broadcasters - AMARC1. At present CMFE includes representatives from non-
profit Community Media (CM) in 13 European countries.2 
 
CMFE welcomes the actual step for public consultation on the revision of the 
Television Without Frontiers Directive. Simultaneously we express our concern that 
during the process of revision until now there has been no explicit and adequate 
inclusion of the community media sector. We would welcome for the future debates a 
gathering of a specific focus group on CM being organised by the commission.  
 
We also welcome the acknowledgement by all the stakeholders of the important role 
of the Council of Europe in its vital work for the development of a media landscape 
characterised by freedom of expression and plurality. We are convinced that the 
proceeding of the CoE 7th European Ministerial Conference on Mass Media Policy 
2005 in Kiev, with the official organisation of an accompanying NGO Forum is an 
example to be adopted by the EU-institutions for similar events. Therefore we 
recommend that in all future Presidency or Commission conferences, as that in 
Liverpool in September 2005, there should be official planned and supported 
accompanying NGO Forum. 
 
CMFE, 4 September 2005

                                                           
1 AMARC is the world's largest international membership organisation in the community media sector, 
counting in membership around 1500 community broadcasters and federations of community 
broadcasters, representing over 5000 
community broadcasting organisations in 110 countries, including most European countries. AMARC 
has INGO consultative status at the UN through ECOSOC and with UNESCO; sector membership of 
the ITU 
2 (i.e. Austria, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Serbia, 
Slovenia, Sweden, UK) 
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3. Issues Paper on Cultural Diversity and Promotion of European and 
Independent Audio-visual Production 
 
CMFE welcomes art.5 which stipulates that a minimum proportion (at least 10%) of 
broadcasters’ transmission time, be reserved for European works created by 
independent producers and that alternatively,Member States may require 
broadcasters to allocate at least 10% of their programme budget to independent 
productions.  
 
In order to meet the needs of all European citizens, the concept of "independent 
producer" (§ ISSUE 4: CONCEPT OF “INDEPENDENT PRODUCER”) should be 
enlarged to not-for-profit community media whether offered by traditional linear 
services or by non- linear services.  
 
CMFE is convinced of the particularly important role of public service broadcasting as 
an element of social cohesion and reflection of cultural diversity. On the other hand, 
we are convinced also that not- for-profit community media can provide an alternative 
role to commercial as well as public service media, by offering an open and public 
access to the media, and so can contribute to cultural diversity, inter cultural 
dialogue, freedom, media literacy and pluralism of expression. 
 
We regret that in the revised TVWF directive, community media have not a special 
recognition, active legislative and regulatory support. CMFE reminds that the 
Ministers of States participating in the CoE 7th European Ministerial Conference on 
Mass Media Policy are resolved to "...maintain and promote cultural and linguistic 
diversity in the media paying particular attention to the interest of persons belonging 
to minority groups and to minority community media (Resolution No. 2, art. 5).  
 
While we agree and support the proposal to create incentives for the increased 
distribution of European co-productions, we recommend that the revised TVWF 
directive should undertake to ensure the legal, financial and technical conditions to 
enable community media to accomplish their mission in an effective manner. 


