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General Summary 
 
- RTÉ welcomes the opportunity to make a submission to the Commission’s Issues 

Papers on the Television without Frontiers Directive. RTÉ has actively 
participated in consultations, expert groups and contributed to other submissions 
on the same topic, including the EBU. 

 
- The ‘Television Without Frontiers Directive’ (the Directive) is the key legislation 

regulating the free circulation of television services across the European Union. At 
its core lies the objective that viewers continue to have access to a rich variety of 
European programmes. This principle becomes ever more important at a time 
when niche and premium services achieve phenomenal growth and ‘global content 
village’ evolves from concept to reality. 

 
- Another core element of this Directive is the ‘country of origin’ principle which 

makes it possible for viewers to freely receive television channels and services 
licensed in any one of the EU Member States. RTÉ recognises that this internal 
market objective – the free circulation of services - lies at the heart of the directive 
and needs to be achieved. This should not, however, be to the detriment of 
delivering a high level of protection for viewers and consumers in the European 
Union.  

 
- RTÉ considers that these core principles enshrined in the Directive are important 

and should be maintained. There is a need for a minimum set of common support 
measures for Europe’s production industry. However it must also be recognised 
that the domestic or national regulatory measures must a) be able enhance or 
complement these minimum support measures and b) be adhered to by all audio-
visual content services which target that market. 

  
- RTÉ agrees that the Directive needs to be adapted to take account of technological 

developments and new content services. Recent technological developments have 
blurred the distinction between different types of services (broadcasting and new 
media services) and between the regulation of infrastructure and content. 

 
- RTÉ notes that the Commission recognises the necessity of an ‘integrated 

approach to information society and audio-visual media policies in the EU’ to take 
account of the convergence that is taking place. This ‘integrated approach’ 
provides an important and timely opportunity to clarify the objectives and scope 
of future European Audio-visual policy. 

 
- The Directive should not be limited to removing the obstacles to the internal 

market but should also take account of general interest objectives in this area such 
as access, cultural diversity and media pluralism.  

 
- Public service broadcasters have a requirement to meet a broad programming 

remit which includes, substantially, news, current affairs and sports (as well as 
education, cultural and entertainment programming) yet broadcast regulation, 
through this Directive, does not recognise the value of such a broad remit.  

 



- RTÉ suggests that the provisions which support cultural diversity (e.g. Articles 4 
& 5) be re-evaluated in the context of this debate. RTÉ contests that the exclusion 
of news, current affairs and sports programming from the applicability of quotas is 
an overly narrow interpretation of what constitutes a European or Independent 
work. European and Independent Quotas should recognise the broad remit that is 
the pre-requisite of a Public Service Broadcaster.  
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(Issue 1) Events of Major Importance: 
 
1. RTÉ submits that the current provision on the protection of “major events” should 

be maintained.  As stated in its earlier submission in 2003, RTÉ submits that 
criteria used by the Contact Committee (and the Commission itself) should be 
made publicly available.  

 
(Issue 2) Short Reporting: 
 
2. RTÉ is unclear as to whether the introduction of a harmonised notion of a general 

clause on short reporting on broadcasting is possible within the context of the 
Directive. In view of the wide variety of events, parties and possible 
circumstances, such a regulation for short reporting would be difficult to achieve. 
In view of the options presented by the Commission, RTÉ submits that the second 
option would be more helpful.  In addition if such a new provision was 
achievable, it would have to set out a minimum standard for short reporting which 
is acceptable to all European broadcasters; whilst leaving national legislation free 
to provide for more favourable arrangements.  Given that the rationale of such a 
provision is to stimulate (fair) arrangements between broadcasters on access to 
their audio-visual signals covering the event, the beneficiaries would have to be 
limited to (television) broadcasters only. 

 
3. The principle of freedom of expression is paramount for a public service 

broadcaster such as RTÉ. The challenge for regulation is striking the right balance 
between upholding such freedom of expression whilst at the same time ensuring 
appropriate measures to protect against harmful or unfair content are in place. 

 
 
 
-------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	ISSUE PAPER: Right to Information and Short Extracts
	General Summary

	- RTÉ welcomes the opportunity to make a submission to the Commission’s Issues Papers on the Television without Frontiers Dire
	- The ‘Television Without Frontiers Directive’ (the Directive) is the key legislation regulating the free circulation of telev
	ISSUE PAPER: Information Reporting and Short Extracts

