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FAEP Comments on the 
Issue Paper “Scope” 

Review of TVWF Directive 
Brussels, August 2005 

Introduction
FAEP, the European Federation of Magazine Publishers – a non-profit 
organisation currently representing some 15.000 magazine publishers in the EU, 
publishing 50.000 magazine titles with 20 billion copies read by 300 million 
Europeans per year, – is herewith providing the European Commission with some 
comments on the issue paper “scope”, published in July 2005 in preparation of the 
audiovisual conference in Liverpool. 
Press Freedom is a fundamental element of the freedom of expression and therefore 
a central pillar of democracy. A diverse and objective press landscape is a vital part 
of the political culture of the EU, as it gives all citizens the possibility to inform 
themselves and shape their opinion on any subject of interest to them. 
In these senses, the press has to be free from any political influence and from the 
commercial interests of advertisers in order to be credible and to fulfil its role in a free 
society. In the European Union, the press is free and, rightly, not subject to 
licensing instead operating according to a combination of national statutory 
and self-regulatory mechanisms. 
 
FAEP Position

The Television without Frontiers Directive was originally designed for linear 
audiovisual services where for a number of reasons it was felt necessary to 
impose specific rules on broadcasters concerning editorial and commercial 
content. For the periodical press, there are no real barriers to entry and the 
sector has accordingly been subject to different regulatory and self-regulatory 
regimes. 

� The European press has traditionally been regulated at national level in an 
entirely different manner than that of licensed media. While we recognise that 
in the convergence world fundamental policy goals (protection of minors, 
clarity of advertising etc.) should apply to all media, to conclude that this 
requires the same regulatory tools to be applied to all media fails to reflect the 
differences in media. Indeed the differences between media have always been 
recognised by policy makers, which is why the free media have been 
regulated differently from licensed media in the past. 

� The TVWF directive is intended specifically to address the activities of 
licensed broadcasting and as such is an inappropriate vehicle to use for 
regulation of material which is available on demand. We are not convinced 
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that a single regulatory framework applying to non-linear and linear 
audiovisual services makes sense at this stage.  

� Magazine publishers are increasingly investing and innovating in online 
activities. Many magazines now have websites that are complementary to print 
editions and that often bring added-value content and services to their readers 
(find some examples for magazine publishers’ websites in the ANNEX). 
Although the aim is to extend the magazine brand, the online medium provides 
opportunity for innovation in the forms of content used, and that has led some 
to use moving images on their sites. Needless to say, magazine publishers 
bring the same sense of editorial responsibility and the strong self-regulatory 
principles to their online offerings. At the same time, we recognise that these 
new services generally fall within the scope of the E-Commerce Directive. 

� Notwithstanding the above, FAEP welcomes a discussion of content regulation 
in the context of the development of online activity and the most effective way 
of achieving public policy objectives both by regulation and self-regulation at 
national level. 

� In this respect, FAEP welcomes the opening of a debate on the policy 
objectives for content delivered online.  

� The result should allow for continued experimentation in online activities, at 
the same time as providing for legal certainty for the different media players 
involved. To introduce separate legal regimes for the press sector (as 
regulating non-linear services in the revised TVWF would do) can only lead to 
obstacles for publishers’ continued investment in the online world. 

 
Therefore FAEP opposes an extension of the TVWF Directive to non-linear 
audiovisual services. The existing and long-established national regulatory and 
self-regulatory traditions in the EU Member States are adequate to apply to 
non-linear audiovisual services. In addition to this the existing nationally 
implemented E-Commerce Directive covers all relevant online-activities of the 
press. 

ANNEX:  Examples of magazine publishers’ websites that create an added value to 
the readership: 

• http://focus.msn.de/
• http://www.lexpress.fr/info/
• http://www.vtwonen.nl/inspiratie/


