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A response from mediawatch-uk welcoming the opportunity to contribute 
to the European Commission’s consultation on revisions to the 
Television Without Frontiers Directive. 
 
Issue Paper 1:  Audio Visual Content Services 
 
Issue 1 
 
We support, in particular, the aspiration and the emphasis placed on the 
protection of minors and human dignity.  These two principles should 
underpin all other considerations with regard to accessibility to linear and 
non linear audiovisual services.  We agree that these services should 
include traditional television, web casting, streaming and near video-on-
demand, whatever their delivery platform.  Radio should also be 
included. 
 
We accept and agree with the Basic Rules as set out in 1.2 although we 
believe attempts should be made to define at European level the terms 
“pornography” and “gratuitous violence”.  Increasingly, global 
harmonisation of media regulation is being sought particularly in respect 
of film and television classification or ratings schemes.  These are now 
regarded by regulators as key factors in consumer self-regulation and 
the primary means of avoiding harmful of offensive material.  Moreover, 
the TVWF Directive is itself invoked by communications regulators to 
justify such provisions that are included - or excluded - from Codes and 
Guidelines.  Inconsistent interpretation of the TVWF Directive leads to 
public confusion and poor application of measures aiming to protect 
minors and human dignity as the Directive requires.  These problems 
could be overcome if terms were consistently defined and applied by 
regulators, broadcasters and service providers. 
 
We agree that a proper and substantial means of Right to Reply should 
be a principle enshrined in the Directive.  This should extend to 
complaints about “pornography” and “gratuitous violence” as well as 
other harmful and/or offensive content and ought to result in subsequent 
changes in content policy. 
 
Issue 2 
 



mediawatch-uk believes that the country of origin principle is the wrong 
way round and should be reversed to become the ‘country of reception 
principle’.  This way a country that receives unacceptable content could 
take appropriate regulatory or legal action to interrupt or stop the 
transmissions.  That seems to us to be the best mechanism in order to 
ensure respect and the protection of minors and human dignity.  This 
change would also go some way to stopping the abuse and 
circumvention identified by those conducting the revision. 
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