
 

 

Letter dated: 
7 January 2008 

From: 
Mr Dimitrios Iliopoulos  
First Minister Plenipotentiary  
Greek Permanent Representation to the European Union 

To: 
Mr Fabio Colasanti 
Director-General for Information Society and Media   

 

Subject: Commission questionnaire on the action taken in response to the 
Recommendation on film heritage and the competitiveness of related 
industrial industries 

Ref.: Your letter ref. no INFSO A1/ML/jvo D(2007)839699 

  

In reply to your letter of 4 October 2007 regarding the follow-up to the Recommendation 
of the European Parliament and the Council of 16 November 2006 on film heritage and 
the competitiveness of related industrial industries, please find enclosed information on 
the action taken and the progress made in this field in Greece.   

You will also find information send by the competent national authorities (Ministry of 
Culture – Greek Film Centre, Secretariat-General for Communication – Secretariat-
General for Information).  

I remain at your disposal for any further information you may require.  



 

Replies to the European Commission questionnaire regarding the Recommendation 
on film heritage and the competitiveness of the film industry   

Source: Ministry of Culture – Greek Film Centre  

Note: These replies are the result of initiatives taken by the Greek Film Centre and the 
actions provided for in its statutes (Presidential Decree 13/1998) regarding the issues 
touched upon in the questionnaire and falling under the responsibilities and range of 
activities of the Greek Film Centre.  

 

A. Initial questions 

 

Question 1: What steps have been taken to foster an enhanced exploitation of the 
industrial and cultural potential of European film heritage through systematic 
conservation and restoration measures, notably by encouraging policies of innovation, 
research and technological development in the field of conservation and restoration of 
cinematographic works? 

Answer: The Greek Film Centre has planned and is carrying out a project of digitising 
cinematographic films, the first time a project of this scale has been managed in Greece; 
the project has been included in the EU’s Information Society Operational Programme, 
from which it is funded. The aim of the project is to preserve and study a large number of 
cinematographic works and culturally promote Greek cinema via the Internet.  This is of 
great importance not only because of its undoubted contribution to the protection of film 
heritage, but also because successful completion will secure the necessary Community 
funds for the digital preservation of as many Greek cinematographic works as possible in 
the immediate future, a constant short- and medium-term objective of the Greek Film 
Centre. The project is entitled: “Digital Archive of Greek Film” – “Information Society 
2000-06” Operational Programme, Priority I – Education and Culture, Measure 1.3 
Documentation, Development and Enhancement of Greek Culture, Funding: 80% ERDF, 
20% Ministry of Culture PIP.  

 

Question 2: What legislative, administrative or other appropriate projects have you 
adopted to ensure that cinematographic works forming part of your audiovisual heritage 
are systematically collected, catalogued, preserved, restored and made accessible for 
educational, cultural, research or other non-commercial uses of a similar nature, in all 
cases in compliance with copyright and related rights? How do you define the notion of 
cinematographic works forming part of your audiovisual heritage?  

Answer: Article 9(5) of Presidential Decree 113/1998 establishes an Archive Directorate 
entitled “Cinematographic Archive of the Greek Film Centre”, whose objective is to 
collect, preserve, archive and enhance films of the Greek Film Centre, the Archive and 
the Ministry of Culture and any other films legally becoming their property or entering 
their possession for preservation and conservation. The same goes for all types of 
documents and photographs relating to the techniques and history of Greek cinema and 
the distribution, projection and cultural promotion of Greek cinema and film history in 
Greece and abroad, by organising events and special editions and issuing publications.  



 

 

Question 4: Have you encouraged the designated bodies to specify, in agreement or by 
contract with rights-holders, the conditions under which deposited cinematographic 
works may be made available to the public?  

Answer: A recent meeting of the Greek Film Centre’s Management Board 
(1205/29.11.2007), upon the request of the Collective Copyright Management 
Organisation “Isokratis”, decided that future licences, authors’ contracts (annexed to 
Greek Film Centre funding contracts for the production of all cinematographic works), 
and distribution contracts signed by the Greek Film Centre would provide for the 
payment of copyright totalling 5% for the five categories of authors represented by the 
Organisation. This 5% will be collected by the authors on a priority basis as copyright 
from the operating revenue of the cinematographic work on top of the copyright fees of 
the author of the screenplay and the director.  

  

Question 6: Which measures have you taken to increase the use of digital and new 
technologies in the collection, for the purposes of cataloguing, preservation and 
restoration of cinematographic works? 

  

B. Specific issues  

1. Collection 

Presidential Decree 113/1997 provides that the Cinematographic Archive of the Greek 
Film Centre shall include the archive and film library material of the Cinematography 
Section of the Ministry of Culture. In particular: 1) films and other material from the 
Archive may be reproduced or copies thereof used for cultural activities organised by the 
Ministry of Culture and for scientific or research purposes, provided that the proper 
preservation and conservation of such material is not jeopardised and provided that the 
author of the cinematographic work or their legal copyright assign gives their consent; 2) 
the Cinematographic Archive of the Greek Film Centre stores these copies for the 
National Film Library of Greece, those film libraries recognised under Article 28 of 
Law 1597/1996, and the Cinematographic Museum of Thessaloniki, provided that the 
author of the cinematographic work or their legal copyright assign agrees to such and 
provided that the film library pays for the production of the copy.  

 

2. Cataloguing and creation of databases 

a) The main aim of the “Greek Film Digital Archive” is to digitise and archive 
those films for which the Greek Film Centre is co-producer or holds 
distribution or royalty rights. Achieving this – as well preserving high-
definition image and sound economically and safely – will ensure that the 
digital film library is housed in an environment specially designed to give the 
necessary accessibility to film content; this will be made possible by creating 
a special technical infrastructure comprising a system to register and 
document the material to be put into a database, a compression and digital 



 

watermarking system, a search and preview system, and a trilingual film 
viewing website. The website will be linked to the database and will enable 
selected excerpts (watermarked and low-definition) to be searched, 
previewed and projected by all potential users and will give detailed 
information on the content and rates for each film.  

b) The Greek Film Centre was one of the first organisations under the aegis of 
the Ministry of Culture to create a bilingual website containing the fullest 
digital archive of Greek films co-produced or not by the Greek Film Centre. 

  

3. Preservation and restoration 

Cooperation between the Greek Film Centre and the National Film Library of Greece as 
regards the preservation, conservation and restoration of cinematographic material is 
regulated by a contract entered into by the two parties and ratified by the Minister for 
Culture. The contract also regulates the scope and terms of their cooperation to exploit in 
any possible way their current and future collections. 

  

4. Making deposited cinematographic works accessible for educational, cultural, 
research or other non-commercial uses of similar nature 

a) As part of their efforts to make audiovisual content more accessible to 
disabled people, the Secretariat-General for Communication – Secretariat-
General for Information has organised since 2007, together with the Greek 
Film Centre, the International Documentary Festival on Disability – Emotion 
Pictures, which takes place in tandem with the “People with disabilities & 
Mass Media” International Conference. (The Festival’s aim is to raise 
awareness, acceptance and integration of disabled people and to encourage 
film-makers, disabled or not, to take an active interest in this area and address 
the widest possible public.) The “EMOTION PICTURES Documentary and 
Disability: 2nd International Festival – Athens 2008” will take place in June 
2008 in Athens, at the same time as the 3rd International Conference “People 
with Disabilities and Mass Media”. The Festival features two sections, In 
Competition and Out of Competition Films in the latter section do not 
compete for the cash awards. The classification decision belongs exclusively 
to the Festival Administration.  

b) The Management Board of the Greek Film Centre has issued two decisions, 
ref. no 1140/2006 and 1138/2006, entering into cooperation agreements with 
the websites www.bigbang.gr and www.shortfilm.gr. www.shortfilm.gr 
charts the history of and seeks to promote Greek short film, while 
www.bigbang.gr is an Internet short-film festival. These sites can be accessed 
by Internet users, directors, producers, film schools, young people involved 
in video and multimedia, and film-lovers generally. This cooperation results 
in promotion of short films, the acquisition of technical expertise in Internet 
audiovisuals, and cinematographic digital distribution of short films.  

 

http://www.bigbang.gr/
http://www.shortfilm.gr/
http://www.shortfilm.gr/
http://www.bigbang.gr/


 

5. Professional training and media literacy  

Answer:  

a) Article 2(2)(i) (“Purposes of the Greek Film Centre”) of Presidential 
Decree 113/1997 states that, in order to achieve its objectives, the Greek Film 
Centre may, in accordance with programmes it may set up and certain terms 
and criteria it may define by means of certain Regulations, 1) organise 
professional training seminars for those working in Greek cinema, 2) 
announce and grant scholarships for study in Greece and abroad to young 
producers, directors, screenplay-authors and technicians, and 3) carry out and 
fund research, studies and publications on the history of and issues and 
problems surrounding Greek film.  

b) The Management Board of the Greek Film Centre, at its meeting no 1170 of 
5 January 2007, approved the “First Step” Film Production Programme, 
which is aimed at children and young people aged 12 to 23 who would like to 
try out their talent and abilities creating films of up to seven minutes long 
using digital technology. All children and young people permanently resident 
in Greece may take part in the Programme.  

  

Source: Secretariat-General for Communication – Secretariat-General for 
Information  

I.T. DIRECTORATE, National Film Library and Photographic Archive Section  

 

Please find below our reply to the Commission questionnaire on the action taken in 
response to the Recommendation on cataloguing, preserving and restoring 
cinematographic works, accessibility, professional training, audiovisual education, 
depositing works, and cooperation between competent bodies.  

The statutes of the Secretariat-General for Communication – Secretariat-General for 
Information state that it is responsible for the National Film Library and Photographic 
Archive Section, which in turn is responsible for collecting and preserving audiovisual 
material of all kinds, conserving, reproducing and exploiting in any way elements of this 
material, and compiling, running, managing and generally taking care of the film library 
and photographic archive.  

The Secretariat-General for Communication – Secretariat-General for Information has a 
well-stocked film library and a considerable collection of documents dating from 1908 to 
1998, constituting a record of important aspects of Greece’s political, social, economic 
and cultural history.  

It contains some 2 100 titles falling under three categories: contemporary, historical and 
documentaries.  

The Secretariat-General for Communication – Secretariat-General for Information has 
put its old (flammable) material on film.  



 

A pilot project has already digitised several films, while our Department is currently 
completing the task of digitising and documenting its audiovisual material (the primary 
material of the National Film Library) as part of the Information Society projects.  

The project also aims to make it easier to manage and effectively use the film archive, 
which will be handed over to the National Audiovisual Archive pursuant to Law 3446/06 
(Greek Government Gazette I, 2.3.2006).  

The digitisation project contract states that all primary material totalling 600 hours 
should be digitised in SD quality and stored on Digital Betacam video-films. The 
material is encoded in MPEG-2, MPEG-1 and ΜΡΕG-1 OSIF formats, which will be 
stored on DVDs and hard disks. Some films will also be digitised with higher 
resolutions: 100 hours in 2K quality and 10 hours in 4K quality. These high resolutions 
will be stored on magnetic tapes.  

The DVD and samples from the magnetic tapes will be registered in the digital material 
management and distribution system.  

In general, action to protect film heritage in its narrow sense is led by the Ministry of 
Culture and certain other bodies under its supervision (Greek Film Centre, Greek Film 
Library), while there is also a historical link with the Ministry of Development, 
previously responsible for film.  

Today’s new approach to audiovisual action and the fact that usage of archived material 
has significantly changed the mix of cinematographic production places the Secretariat-
General for Communication – Secretariat-General for Information and related entities 
under its supervision in the joint role of producer and preserver of cinematographic 
cultural content, by entity or content.  

Our sector is therefore represented in European activities by the participation of the 
Executive Director of the National Audiovisual Archive (Mr G. Bolanis) and Professor 
S. Kolias of the National Technical University of Athens in the Expert Group on 
Digitisation, Digital Preservation and Access; this constitutes vital action towards the 
preservation of our audiovisual heritage, including film. As part of this action, the 
initiative was taken to create a model framework for digitisation, digital preservation, 
documentation, standards and research in Greece, with a view to updating these activities 
now and in the future, creating economies of scale and supporting the development of 
content to be entered in the European Digital Library. To this end, a series of initiatives 
have been taken at thematic level to bolster the production of digital/digitised content 
and to ensure Greece meets European criteria and recommendations.  

This is our general position as regards your questionnaire, referring to the full range of 
audiovisual activities and not specifically to film, which falls under the aegis of other 
Ministries and entities.  

In general, we can categorically state that there is currently action on all the points you 
mention, while the legal copyright framework in Greece for all audiovisual works is 
currently being developed and implemented.  

As regards the procedural framework for legal depositing, institutional and legislative 
initiatives will be taken soon. 


