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1. 
 
The institutions Filmarchiv Austria and Austrian Film Museum, which receive public 
funding for their activities, have taken various steps to secure and provide access to 
film heritage. These include storage in a database, participation in EU research 
projects focusing on the digital retrieval of archive material (FAETHON and 
COLLATE), on the creation of multirelational database solutions (WEBGATE) and on 
establishing digital film restoration which the above institutions carry out in 
cooperation with the Film Gallery Krems).  
 
 
2. 
 
The mandatory deposition of a copy of each film whose production has been funded 
by the Austrian Film Institute is provided for in section 12 (2) (f) of the Film Promotion 
Act. For constitutional reasons, it is not possible to lay down rules in this area for all 
of Austria by a federal act. However, it has been ensured, on a contractual basis, that 
the federal authorities receive a specimen copy of each film whose production they 
have funded.  
 
In line with their different remits, the Austrian Film Museum collects, researches, 
archives, restores and presents Austria’s international film heritage, including 
Austrian independent and avant-garde films. The Filmarchiv Austria collects, 
preserves and restores the primary source materials of Austria’s national film 
heritage and has established a public study centre for educational, cultural and 
research purposes (Department for Studies and Research). An essential feature of 
the collection also to be mentioned is the large proportion of unique specimen 
materials. 
 
Roughly speaking, cinematographic works belonging to the audiovisual heritage may 
be defined as films that are produced and/or co-produced by Austrian producers, and 
films that have a context of relevance to Austria in terms of history or culture or their 
specific tradition-based situation. This also includes films which are shown in Austria 
– regardless of production or content-related national contexts – and become a part 
of the national film culture and thereby influence national film production, film 
education and media competence. 
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3. 
 
Appropriate bodies within the meaning of question 2 are Filmarchiv Austria and the 
Austrian Film Museum. The activities of these institutions are publicly funded by 
means of annual grants.  
 
Filmarchiv Austria has a total budget of around 2.5 million euro per year, of which 
approx. 61% go to the AV heritage sector. 
 
The Austrian Film Museum has a total budget of around 1.8 million euro per year, of 
which 25% go the AV heritage sector. 
 
The number of employees in this field is 6.5 for the Austrian Film Museum and 18 for 
Filmarchiv Austria.  
 
4. 
 
Under the autonomy granted to such organisations, the designated institutions are 
free to conclude agreements with rights-holders who deposit works with them 
directly. In the case of copies of films whose production has been publicly funded, it 
is possible to use the works for scientific purposes. Within the framework of deposit 
agreements, Filmarchiv Austria regulates the availability of non-commercial access to 
the Department for Studies and Research and of presentation in its own archive 
cinema. The Austrian Film Museum arranges with its depositors for the films 
deposited there to be shown on special occasions. For copyright reasons, any use 
over and above that requires the approval of the rights-holder(s) on a case-by-case 
basis. 
 
5. 
 
Since preserving film heritage is a major part of the remit of the institutions referred to 
above, it was not thought necessary to set up additional bodies devoted to promoting 
film heritage. 
 
6. 
 
The Krems Film Gallery, which also receives state funding, has with the help of EU 
funds and with the involvement of the above institutions purchased digital film 
restoration equipment, which was delivered in 2008. The Filmarchiv Austria, in 
addition to collecting the data of the entire archive, has digitised selected film 
collections in which it holds the rights for public use. Digitised films are made 
available to Austrian schools via the internet. The Austrian Film Museum is currently 
working to set up a new database and is a partner of the scientific research project 
“Digital Formalism”. 
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Specific questions 
 
Collection 
 
As explained above, mandatory deposition applies only to films whose production 
has received public funding out of the budget of the Austrian Film Institute, or in 
cases in which a contractual arrangement has been agreed. The Filmarchiv Austria 
has agreed with the funding agencies of certain federal states (Länder) on a 
mandatory deposition clause linked to regional film funding schemes. There is no 
mandatory deposition for films whose production has not received public funding and, 
as explained above, this would not be possible for constitutional reasons. 
 
The film copies deposited must be in the best possible technical condition. Their 
technical condition is checked by the institutions referred to. 
 
The time of earliest possible deposit is agreed contractually. In the case of films 
whose production has received funding from the Austrian Film Institute the copy and 
film-related documentation must be submitted to the federal authorities no later than 
one year after the production of the film. 
 
Cataloguing 
 
Filmarchiv Austria has a database for cataloguing and documenting its archive 
material. The ‘Wochenschau’ collections (weekly news), which are particularly 
popular, have been made available to the public at:  
http://www.filmarchiv.at/show_content.php?sid=94&menuaction=closeall. 
 
The Austrian Film Museum is currently working on an update of its collection 
database. Some parts of the collection will soon be available from the institution’s 
website.  
 
The integration of databases is regarded as desirable. 
 
Preservation 
 
Preservation of deposited films is provided for in the articles of association and the 
remit of the designated institutions. In addition, a security film depot was set up at the 
existing film storage site in Laxenburg in 2004 using public funds. This depot meets 
the strict FIAF requirements regarding storage conditions. Stocks at risk are restored 
and copied to new media. Legacy cinematographic equipment is collected and 
stored, also for showing films in a historically correct way. The Austrian Film Museum 
has been equipped with an air-conditioned depot since 1980. Both depots meet the 
strict parameter limits in regard to the storage conditions suggested by FIAF. 
 
Restoration 
 
The designated institutions either carry out restoration under the general funding 
made available by the federal authorities, or the federal, regional or local authorities 
provide the required funding in specific cases. Deposit contracts are drawn up in 
such a way that they either include the depositors’ consent to reproduction for 
restoration purposes, or that such consent shall be obtained if required. 
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Accessibility 
 
Under the autonomy granted to the designated institutions, they seek to conclude 
contracts with the rights-holders allowing the viewing of films for educational, cultural 
and research purposes. A library with film viewing facilities has been installed at 
Filmarchiv Austria (Department for Study and Research). Both institutions are 
equipped with infrastructures suitable for people with disabilities. 
 
Professional training and media literacy 
 
The designated institutions have their own measures for the professional training of 
their staff, especially in those areas relevant to film archiving. Since 2002 the 
Austrian Film Museum has been systematically offering programmes for schools, 
pupils and teachers in order to promote the use of film heritage in the context of 
education (project ‘Schule im Kino – Kino als Schule’). Another such activity is 
“filmABC”, which gives pupils and teachers an overview of the wide range on offer in 
the school/film context. In addition, work is being carried out on a coordinated 
approach to the subject of school and films. 
 
On behalf of the Federal Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture, Filmarchiv Austria 
operates a project entitled “Österreich-Box”, designed to make filmic sources on 
Austrian contemporary history, covering a period of more than 100 years, available in 
digitised form for use in schools via the internet. 
 
Deposit 
 
The film deposit requirement covers ancillary and publicity material. Video and digital 
productions are also deposited. Filmarchiv Austria in 2001 established a department 
for film documentation designed to systematically archive all relevant ancillary 
materials (photographs, film programmes, posters etc.). In particular, Filmarchiv 
Austria has a large collection of nitrate films focusing on early cinema. The Austrian 
Film Museum collects nitrate films, works of world cinema and takes on original 
materials of national and international film artists. 
 
Coordination between designated bodies 
 
As a rule this is done under the FIAF and the ACE. In addition, the Ministry is 
represented on the boards of the designated institutions by a person delegated by it, 
who must also ensure constructive cooperation between the institutions. At present, 
interoperability of databases at European level and a European filmography do not 
exist. The scope for this is being sounded out within the FIAF. 
 
Archive material is published on educational DVDs, which have subtitles in at least 
one European foreign language. Electronic information exchange is currently by e-
mail and over the internet. In any case the Austrian Film Museum draws up research 
and educational projects and networks with other museums under cooperation 
agreements. 
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