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Union of the Estonian Authors of the Audiovisual Works (EAAL) is the collecting society of 
the Estonian audiovisual authors, representing film directors, cameramen, script writers and 
film designers. EAAL is the society, which reflects the interests of the authors of the tiny 
cultural area such as Estonia.  
 
In that light, EAAL feels necessary to turn your kind attention to the following aspects. 
 
Distribution of the works by e-channels offers the authors of audiovisual works additional 
potential to make use of their works. The use of the works by e-channel may create the 
possibility of wider distribution of the audiovisual works far beyond the usual cultural area. 
Nevertheless, there is also the additional risk of violation of the authors rights guaranteed by 
the European copyright tradition. Therefore the clear and effective measures to prevent the 
violation of rights or to carry out effective remedies should be set forth. 
 
EAAL points out the risks related to the authors' moral rights in case of use in e-channel. The 
IT-tools enable easy ways of illegal amendment of the works or the "theft" of authorship. The 
translation quality or the use of the audiovisual work by a non-proper equipment may also 
have negative impact to the author's (as the "parent of the work") rights. 
 
Therefore there should be effective measures to protect the author's rights within EU in case 
of violation of rights. Considering the development towards the multi-territory licensing, the 
author should be entitled to turn to the respective authority in her/his home Member State, 
even the violation was performed by the entity which offers e-services in another Member 
State. EAAL sees the significant role of Commission to promote the cooperation between the 
Members States and to enforce cross-border protection in case of violation of authors' rights.  
 
EAAL finds that the similar principles should be applied in respect of all types of the works. 
The position of EAAL is that there should be no difference in the treatment of the authors of 
the music works and the authors of the audiovisual works. 
 
EAAL points out the risks of the the small cultural areas. The violation of rights or lack of 
proper compensation measures, may seriously endanger the continuous cultural development 
or even existence of the audiovisual creation of the small cultural areas. 
 
Due to the small number of the users in the small cultural areas, the amount of use of the 
works is, as a rule, small or moderate. Publishing the work by e-channels may significantly 
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multiply the amount of use, both legal and illegal. This proportion should be taken into 
account by drafting the guidelines or recommendations of the e-use of the works. 
 
Therefore there is a need to update the principles of the blank tape levy compensation 
patterns. The use of works by e-channels promotes the private copying of the works, mostly 
using the modern data-carriers (computer disks, hard drives, electronic memory storage 
devices etc). The well-functioning compensation patterns is a necessary pillar for the future-
looking film culture of the small culture areas. 
 
The e-use of the works creates the effective possibility of the digital registration of the 
audiovisual works. The uniform registration system would promote the fair accounting of the 
use of works and therefore support the legal performance of the author's rights. The digital IT-
tools could prevent the illegal use of the works. The day-to-day practice of some EU Member 
States proves clearly that the public registers of the audiovisual works are the key of the well 
handled performance of the audiovisual rights.  
 
EAAL recognizes the problem of the works with no author known. EAAL sees the solution in 
administration of those rights by the authors' collective societies. The legislation should be 
respectively amended to enable the author's societies to issue license on behalf on the 
"unknown" authors. 
 
 
E.Johannes 
chairman of the board 
 


