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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Chairman, Mr. Pál Schmitt, opened the fifth meeting of the High level group on Sport 

Diplomacy and thanked the Members for the high quality of their written contributions in 

anticipation to the meeting.  

The meeting started with a warm welcoming speech given by Mr. Jan Rijpstra, mayor of 

Noordwijk, introducing the role of physical activity, education and volunteering in his 

municipality. Mr. Bart Zijlstra, Director of Sport in the Ministry of Health, Welfare and 

Sport, underlined the challenges sport policy is facing nowadays as well as the priorities 

of the NL Presidency. Both welcomed the work of the High Level Group on Sport 

Diplomacy. Yves Le Lostecque, for the Commission, thanked the hosts and underlined the 

excellent cooperation in the organisation of the meeting as well as during the entire 

Presidency. Moreover, the Commission informed that sport diplomacy will be one of the 

priorities of the SK Presidency and stressed the importance of the work carried out by the 

group. 

 

2. PRESENTATIONS OF GOOD PRACTICES 

Two presentations linked to the benefits Sport Diplomacy can have in developing countries 

were made. Social inclusion and promotion of European values through sport were the 

central topic. 

The first presentation was given by Mr. Jean-Marc Adjovi-Boco, General Director of 

Diambars Association. The aim, the challenges and the funding resources of the 

Association were presented. The project, established in 2003, has been operating for 13 

years in Senegal and consists of the creation of a school which uses football as an motor 

for education. Its objective is to contribute to the development of countries in the African 

continent along with the training and education through sport of excluded children in the 

country. 

The second presentation was delivered by Mr. Jean-Baptiste Ozanne, President of the 

Rugby French Flair Association. Founded in 2010 and involving ex-international rugby 

players, the project aims to promote values such as solidarity, commitment and respect 

through rugby. The project is developed by one main mission annually carried out in third 

countries Visibility, support and the creation of a European network of partners were the 

main challenges identified by the Association in order to reach future success. Contributing 

to the integration of minority groups (isolated communities, disabled and migrant 

population) as well as developing social interaction through sport were presented as the 

main goals of the Association. Moreover, the possibility of developing a European project 

with sportsmen from different countries was mentioned as the main expectancy. 



 

 

Both presentations were welcomed by the members of the High level group. Questions 

arose focused on the funding of both Associations along with the challenges of maintaining 

the projects. The importance of sport as a soft power was highlighted together with the 

increasing influence sportsmen have in society.   

 

3. DEBATE ON THE BASIS  OF THE DRAFT FINAL REPORT 

A presentation of the draft final document was given by the rapporteurs. The aims and the 

main points presented in the document were displayed to the members of the group. 

Concerning the first part of the text, two main issues were discussed. A debate was opened 

on the consequences and scope of mentioning the concept of "European Sport Model". 

Different views were shared since this notion is not consensual. The members agreed to 

make a reference to this concept in the text but including a definition as well as references. 

As a general conclusion, a softer and more general drafting was agreed on certain parts.  

Regarding the recommendations, the general outcome was to avoid repetitions, 

misunderstandings and technicalities. Avoiding references to specific Member States was 

underlined in order to elude political discrepancies or discrimination. Moreover, more 

precision on the supporting measures and their implementation was stressed. To that 

extend the necessity of raising awareness among decision-makers and society on the 

possibilities and importance of sport diplomacy were mentioned. Thus, to be able to 

implement the recommendations existing in the draft document, the need of putting 

emphasis on closer cooperation among the different European Commission services was 

stressed.  

As a final point, the members of the group discussed the possibility of concluding the 

document with a "top 5 final recommendations". The danger signalled was that it indirectly 

lowers the importance of the other recommendations. It was finally agreed that the 

members will send their proposals to the rapporteurs by June. 

To conclude, the Commission welcomed a reference to further cooperation with other 

Commission services in order to promote sport diplomacy and better implement the 

recommendations and supporting measures present in the background document. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

The comments and the "top 5 recommendations" are expected to be sent before the 10th of 

June, when the next meeting of the High level group on Sport Diplomacy will take place 

(Brussels, Belgium).  

The final meeting of the HLG will take form of a closing ceremony together with the HLG on 

Grassroots sport, the 29th of June 2016 in Brussels (Belgium). At this occasion, the final 

report will be presented to Commissioner Navracsics. 

 

 


