
 
 
The streetfootballworld network members based in Europe either already work with 
refugees, or have well established social inclusion programmes that can be easily 
adapted in order to include young people that are arriving to Europe. 
 
This document entails three case studies and further 12 examples of good practices. 
 

 

Location of the activities: Budapest, Hungary 
Since 2005, marginalized youth from many different backgrounds (poor, homeless, 
refugee, Roma) regularly participate in training sessions and tournaments. OSA´s 
mission is to use the power of football to motivate young people to study and set a goal 
in their lives. It uses the love of football to bring together a wide range of different 
social groups. OSA believes that sport is capable of promoting a healthy lifestyle and it 
is a tool to give these people an elevated sense of self-esteem. Fair play in sports can 
help fight racism and increase social tolerance. Its work has a great effect on changing 
society at large by reducing racism and increasing tolerance. 
 
 



   
 
 

 
Since its creation, Oltalom SA has worked closely with a shelter for refugees located 
next to their office. The organisation involves refugees in its regular trainings, where 
they can mingle with Hungarian citizens. Furthermore, due to the current crisis, 
refugees have been arriving to Hungary in large numbers. This is why Oltalom SA 
organises training sessions for refugee children who are staying in public areas of 
Budapest and also supply them with food, water and medicine. 
 
Objectives of these programmes: Get everyone playing football together, ensure the 
well-being of the participants and enable their social integration. 
 
Impact of these programmes: Reduce post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) Symptoms. 
Furthermore, one of the refugees from the shelter participated in the Hungarian team 
at the Homeless World Cup in South Africa. He became a coach and led the team until 
2009. Since then, he gained Hungarian citizenship, married a Hungarian woman and 
had children. Presently he works, sustains a safe home and is a good father! 
 

Location of the activities: Madrid, Spain 
Based in Spain, Red Deporte y Cooperación uses the power of sport to empower young 
people in disadvantaged communities throughout Africa, Latin America and Eastern 
Europe. Red Deportes' programmes are focused on leadership, life skills, gender 
equality, HIV prevention, hygiene and basic health education, alcohol and drug 
prevention. The organisation also strives to promote intercultural integration through 
sport in migrant communities throughout Spain. 
 
 

 
Red Deporte y Cooperación uses sport as an excellent entry point to foster healthy 
intercultural exchanges between a country’s host population and its immigrants. In 
recent times, they have worked directly with UNHCR in Western Sahara and Cameroon 
on two programmes related to refugees. In Spain, they organise sport events and 
tournaments with immigrants, young men and women and children, and with those 
minorities living in the very deep suburbs of Madrid. They use football among kids and 



   
 
 

youngsters to keep them active, while also enhancing social cohesion and peaceful 
coexistence. Furthermore, they provide legal assistance for adults. 
 
Objectives of these programmes: Help the refugees in their daily lives and support their 
needs in education and health. 
 
Impact of these programmes: The main impact is normalizing life in the refugee site 
and keeping youth in constructive activities instead of looking at how life passes 
through. 
 
 

Location of the activities: Cologne/Duesseldorf/Bonn, Germany 
Rheinflanke actively supports young people in their personal development to become 
responsible citizens in their society. Their focus is on linking street football activities to 
educational opportunities. Football activities provide an easy entry point for 
participants to get engaged in programmes. The organisation is a social service 
provider with the mission of creating long-term and sustainable social projects for 
disadvantaged young people, particularly those with migration backgrounds. 
 
 

 
Rheinflanke runs two programmes for this target group. The first one is a football-
based project called H.O.P.E and the second one uses an old US school bus fitted with 
sports equipment to visit refugee shelters (camps). 
 

 

Since all participants are refugees or asylum seekers, their major needs concern help in 
everyday life, such as health care, visits to the authorities, language courses and 
general pre-vocational education schemes. To answer to these needs, Rheinflanke 
socialises with the people via low-threshold football courses in emergency 
accommodation. The participants build trust and the organisation gets to know them 
and their personal needs to be able to provide individual support. In addition, the 
project H.O.P.E established a football team, which takes part in the lowest German 
division. The team mostly consists of refugees, but also German players and players 
with different backgrounds. Through regular practice and matches they want to 
promote social skills and communal spirit. 
 



   
 
 

 

The BUS project is a low-threshold project catered to refugees in emergency 
accommodation. Therefore their major need is a distraction from their everyday lives 
and their traumatic experiences as well as reasonable leisure activities and socialising. 
Football is a big part of such recreation. The organisation visits the emergency 
accommodation hubs equipped with footballs and goals to play small field matches. 
Since football as a sport is known all over the world, it is a great way to get people 
involved. 
 
Objectives of these programmes: The superior goal of the project H.O.P.E is to help the 
participants live an independent, self-determined life integrated in society. The 
objective of the BUS project is mainly to improve the tense atmosphere in emergency 
accommodation areas. By doing so, the BUS project takes pressure off of the social 
workers employed in these places. 
 
Impact of these programmes: In general there is an improvement in social and 
language skills. The participants tend to be happier because they gain new perspectives 
on life in safe environments. Thanks to the BUS project, children in particular learn to 
abide by the rules and are able to play again, an ability they´ve often lost in times of 
war. Some participants also got involved as volunteers and lend support in instructing 
groups. 
 
One positive example is a Syrian participant, who took part in the project from its 
beginning. He lived in an emergency accommodation and was traumatized by the war 
in Syria and his escape. Today he is an employed sport coach and works with small 
children. He lives independently with his wife and daughter in a flat, is part of the 
H.O.P.E football team, attended various German classes and greatly improved his 
language skills. He also got involved as a translator for the project H.O.P.E to support 
other refugees. 
 

Location of the activities: Lyon/Grenoble/Paris, France 
Sport dans la Ville is an NGO and targets underprivileged children, many of whom are 
from migration backgrounds. SDLV´s programmes (incl. football training) instil the 



   
 
 

core values of teamwork and leadership that help children and youth integrate 
themselves into society and improve their chances of education & employment. 84% of 
young people in the programme find a training or employment. 

Location of the activities: Birmingham, United Kingdom 
Start Again’s mission is for young people to develop their personal and social skills. The 
organisation currently has the All Nations Football session, which has the focus of 
working with all young people from all nations taking part in structured football 
sessions every week. Start-Again also implements the Birmingham Communities 
League, which is targeted at new and arriving communities playing 11- a- side games to 
help develop teams for community members. Each of these programmes involves 
young refugee participants, with an eye to develop their belonging within Birmingham 
and the UK. 

Location of the activities: Lisbon, Portugal 
The CAIS Association was founded in 1994 to support people suffering extreme poverty 
and social exclusion, notably those who are homeless, to regain independence and 
control of their lives. Futebol de Rua is their football-based programme that aims at 
social integration of mainly young people that live outside of society. Many of them are 
asylum seekers. 
 
 

Location of the activities: London/North East of England/Glasgow, United Kingdom
Since it was founded in 2001, Street League has used a unique programme of football 
and education to change the lives of young people from disadvantaged backgrounds – 
improving their health and extending their social networks. This programme targets at-
risk youth and supports them in finding sustainable employment, education and 
training. 



   
 
 

Location of the activities: Netherlands, Spain
With a special emphasis on the areas of integration, respect and cooperation, the Cruyff 
Foundation aims to increase the welfare of children and young people by building 
playgrounds that provide safe local places for them to play. Particular attention is given 
to children from impoverished backgrounds. The foundation also recognises that a 
multicultural society requires us to make contact with others from a position of mutual 
respect. With their initiative Schoolyard14, the organisation wants to create a 
schoolyard where children are challenged to play together and to take part in sports. 
 
 

Location of the activities: Sussex, United Kingdom 
AITC is the charitable arm of the Brighton & Hove Albion Football Club. It delivers both 
educational and football-related projects. AITC’s football-based programmes tackle 
inequality, combat exclusion and challenge social barriers. One of them is called 
Football Inclusion and consists of weekday football sessions for participants, who would 
otherwise not have the opportunity to engage in sports because they are unable to pay 
subscription charges to join local sports clubs. 
 

Location of the activities: Stuttgart, Germany 
According to KICKFAIR´s vision, all young people have equal opportunities to develop 
their personal and professional potential. Its mission is to support young people in 
developing the skills and capacities they need to create a positive life plan. This includes 
child refugees in southern Germany. Next to implementing its holistic and 
comprehensive educational programme on a national level, KICKFAIR works with 
recognised international partner organisations to give marginalized young people the 
opportunity to network internationally and learn from one another. 

Locations of the activities: West-Balkans, Caucasus, Azerbaijan, Moldova, Ukraine, 
Lebanon, Jordan, Tunisia, Iraq, and Oman 
CCPA is a Danish NGO that promotes reconciliation, coexistence and integration among 
people through dialogue and collaboration. It specialises in using grassroots sport (in 
particular the Open Fun Football School program) as a tool to stimulate friendship and 



   
 
 

cooperation between children and adults that are living in communities affected by war 
and conflicts and to promote the process of democracy, peace, stability and social 
cohesion. 

Location of the activities: Birmingham, United Kingdom
Sport 4 Life is a charity that changes the lives of disadvantaged young people using the 
power of sport as a ‘hook’ to make their sports-themed educational programmes 
interactive and appealing. The organisation works with 8-25 years old who have 
struggled at school, endured difficult home lives, or developed behavioural issues. 
Sport 4 Life believes that no young person should be trapped by the circumstances of 
their birth and that they all have the ability to make a positive change in their lives. The 
organisation’s programmes support them to build their confidence, develop their life 
skills, improve their health and ultimately to reach their true potential for the future. 
86% of all the participants come from BAME backgrounds (Black, Asian or minority 
ethnic). 
 
 

Location of the activities: Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro
The tumult and violence of the nineties crippled all aspects of society in the republics of 
former Yugoslavia, and the region’s young people continue to be affected by their 
countries’ recent past. In 2005, Football Friends was created to help this younger 
generation transform their lives and to help heal the fragmented societies in which 
they are growing up. In cooperation various municipalities, Football Friends facilitates 
educational initiatives in conjunction with non-formal educational institutions to 
enhance youth development – increasingly involving also the young people in transit to 
Western Europe. 
 

Location of the activities: Bern, Switzerland
Sport – The Bridge promotes intercultural exchange and comprehension within Swiss 
society. The organisation contributes to a peaceful togetherness in a society consisting 
of people with various cultural backgrounds. Several projects are organised to this end. 
One of them is the intercultural game “Ethnopoly“ in the city of Bern. At this event, 



   
 
 

around 400 school kids have the opportunity to collaborate with persons from different 
cultures that live in their own city. 
 

Location of the activities: Ireland 
Since 1997, SARI’s mission is to support cultural integration and social inclusion in 
Ireland by using sport, particularly football, as a medium to combat racism, 
sectarianism, homophobia and other forms of discrimination. SARI has been working 
with Refugees and Asylum Seekers for some years. SARI organises tournaments which 
include teams from Direct Provision Centres and Programmed Refugee. They have also 
worked with UNHCR Ireland for the last six years in hosting the annual World Refugee 
Day Fair Play Cup event. In the lead up to this event they have run training sessions at 
the DPCs. Additionally, as part of their FARE Weeks Football People programme, they 
link League of Ireland clubs with their local Direct Provision Centres, to play matches 
and host training sessions. Over the years some residents have been signed by their 
local clubs. 
 


