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10 members were present; 5 were excused. 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 
The Chairman opened the second meeting of the High level group on Sport Diplomacy. Mr 
Pál Schmitt thanked the members for the high quality of their contributions. This collective 
work helped a lot to improve the document which was circulated. In the light of the recent 
events, the role of sport in tackling radicalization amongst young people was highlighted 
together with the sport's contribution to the integration of refugees.  
 

2. EU EXTERNAL RELATIONS: CURRENT PRIORITIES 
 

Following the group's request, a comprehensive presentation on the current foreign policy 
goals of the European Union was made by Mr Igor Driesmans, member of the Cabinet of 
the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-
President Federica Mogherini. The first part of his intervention concentrated on the 
changing context of the European external policies and the EU's response in the form of a 
new global strategy. It was highlighted that the external challenges affecting the European 
Union nowadays mainly derive from the instability of its close neighbourhood; the EU's 
internal cohesion difficulties can also be regarded as closely linked to this phenomenum. 
The recent measures aiming at increasing EU's influence at global level were presented 
together with the financial instruments available in order to reach this goal. It was stressed 
that EU development-cooperation and humanitarian aid, trade, sanctions and military 
actions are also part of the EU's foreign policy instruments. A recent analysis of the foreign 
perception of the EU and the EU's policies was commented. According to the findings, 
sport and culture are closely associated with Europe in many third countries, thus 
providing a solid basis for the development and promotion of EU culture and sport 
diplomacies. As a conclusion, the sport's role in people to people relations and social and 
economic development could justify its implementation in European public diplomacy.  
 
The members concentrated their discussions on the already existing financial instruments 
at EU level which could be used to facilitate the development of an EU sport diplomacy. 
Mr Driesmans mentioned that sport was already used in various ways for confidence 
building measures. However the lack of formal recognition of sport's role and impact 
hinders its implementation in EU external action policies. 
 

3. PRACTICAL EXAMPLE 
 
The presentation of Mr Poul Skytte Christoffersen, Danish diplomat, and Mr Anders 
Levinsen, managing director of Cross Cultures organisation aimed at presenting a 
successful project on the use of sport as a tool for promoting peace, mutual understanding, 
democracy and coexistence in post-conflict societies. The Cross Cultures project started as 
a local initiative in the war-torn Bosnia Herzegovina in 1998 and later developed into a 
world-wide project reaching almost one million children in war affected areas. 
 
The so-called Fun Football Schools were opened in refugee camps where sport was not just 
used to create more favourable circumstances for children having faced traumatizing 
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situation, but also to prevent violence and crime. Following questions on the sustainability 
of the Danish model, the financial background was explained. Although the Danish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and UEFA were identified as main donors, the support of local 
municipalities was considered as of great importance. The difficult access to EU financial 
sources was raised and the speakers invited the members to reflect on it. At the end of the 
presentation, the need for a formal recognition of sport in the development policy of the 
EU was emphasized. The members agreed that securing financing in this field at EU level 
should be also the scope of their work. 

 
4.  SPORT DIPLOMACY FROM THE NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE 

 
Mr Jean Lévy, former French Ambassador for Sport presented a national example of using 
sport as a tool for public diplomacy. France has established a national ambassador for 
sport. Mr Lévy argued that within the framework of a rapidly changing globalized world 
there was an increasing need for new, innovative approaches of developing public 
diplomacy at national level. Due to its universal popularity, sport was introduced as one of 
the possible ways for defending national interests. In the case of France, sport's increasing 
economic role provided a basis for involving sport related issues in economic and foreign 
policy as well. It was stated that France was among the first European countries to consider 
sport as a tool for public diplomacy. Sport's influence in promoting values, mutual 
understanding and enhanced people to people relations has been a key factor to justify the 
concept of sport diplomacy at national level. The main objectives of French sport 
diplomacy are to make the country more attractive, to attract events, to increase the French 
presence in international sport governing bodies, to better position French businesses in the 
sport sector and to promote French values and language worldwide.  
 
Following Mr Lévy's intervention, the members stressed the need for recognition of sport 
as a part of culture and cultural diplomacy at European level. The members agreed that in 
order to avoid overlaps and contradictions between national and European sport 
diplomacies, the aim of the EU sport diplomacy should focus on the promotion of 
European values at global level which could be complemented with the actions of EU 
members States in a more specific manner. 
 

5.  DEBATE ON THE BASIS OF THE BACKGROUND DOCUMENT 
 
The aim of the afternoon session was to discuss the background document prepared by the 
two Rapporteurs following the contributions of the members. 
 
Mr Thierry Zintz presented the structure of the document together with the summary of the 
members' input. There was a suggestion that the European model of sport should be taken 
into account when creating the frameworks of sport diplomacy at European level. However 
some members questioned the notion of European model of sport because of the different 
structures which exist across the continent. The concept of the European dimension in 
sport was raised in response to the differences among member States' approaches. 
A considerable part of the debate focused on the possible target groups of the High level 
group's recommendations. The Commission reminded the members that the 
recommendations should primarily address the Commission who would consider further 
actions. The mandate of the group is to deliver a report to the Commissioner. 
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The members agreed that the recommendations should cover three different levels: EU 
level, European level and global level with a special focus on territories with close cultural 
ties with Europe. The Council of Europe was identified as a key partner of the EU sport 
diplomacy. Furthermore stakeholders from the civil society and sport movement were also 
considered as being fully part of this process. The members highlighted the need of 
involving partners at EU level specifically referring to the European Parliament and the 
European External Agency Service. The support of other EU institutions was seen as an 
important element in the emergence of an EU sport diplomacy.   
 
The financial framework of the EU sport diplomacy was discussed. Among other financial 
instruments, Erasmus+ was identified as a possible source of funding for EU sport 
diplomacy measures. Members of the group requested further information from the 
Commission on the possible ways of financing some elements of the EU sport diplomacy.  
 

6.  CONCLUSION 
 
The planning of the future work was reminded by the Commission. The members will be 
requested to collect and send some examples of good practices in the fields identified 
during the discussion. The chair announced that the next meeting will take place on 25 
February 2016 in Brussels. 
 


