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Report 

Official opening 

The 2014 EU Sport Forum started with the official welcome by Commissioner 

Tibor Navracsics, followed by opening remarks by the Italian Undersecretary 

to the Prime Minister responsible for Sport, Graziano Delrio, and by the Chair 

of the European Parliament Committee on Culture and Education, Silvia 

Costa. The participants were also welcomed by the local councillor 

responsible for Sport of the city of Milan. 

Session 1: Implementation of Erasmus+: Sport 

Chiara Gariazzo, Director for Youth and Sport in the Directorate General 

Education and Culture, introduced the session by recalling the great 

expectations concerning the funding opportunities offered by Erasmus+: 

Sport. With a secured financing of almost 300 million over 7 years, 

Erasmus+ Sport opens new opportunities for European sport organisations 

to build partnerships and organise events for the benefit of European 

citizens. She further stressed that the programme was meant to support the 

policy process, currently at a crucial phase with a new Parliament and a new 

Commission.  

The Director of EACEA, Brian Holmes, summarised the 2014 

achievements, provided information on the 2014 calls, and gave an 

oversight of sport studies launched in the last year. He also recalled that one 

of the Agency's main tasks in 2014 had been to promote and disseminate 

information about the calls for proposals, the selection process and the 

expected timetable. He concluded with a few words about the future and the 

new cycle of activities that are planned for 2015. 

Luciano Di Fonzo, Head of Sector in EACEA, gave a more detailed 

presentation on the 2015 calls: the scope of the two sub-calls (with two 

different deadlines), eligibility criteria, requirements as regards partners, 

duration of the projects, etc.   

Questions from the audience related to both the 2014 and 2015 calls. 

Applicants wanted to obtain assurance that details would be provided by 

EACEA on the underlying reasons for rejections where applicable, which will 

be the case. As regards 2015, questions related to deadlines, co-financing 

and number of partners.  
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Session 2: Results of the 2012 Preparatory Actions in the field of sport 

Theme 1: Fight against match-fixing  

Moderator: Alexander Husting, Permanent Representation of 

Luxembourg to the EU 

The results of the preparatory actions for match-fixing attracted considerable 

attention from Forum participants, and presentations by each of the five 

projects highlighted the diversity of the actions and approaches taken: 

 "Keep Rugby Onside: Promoting Integrity in Rugby" - International Rugby 

Board 

 "Educating European Elite Athletes about Match Fixing" - European Elite 

Athletes Association (EU Athletes) 

 "Don't fix it! An education & prevention programme" – FIFPro 

 "Building national networks to fight against match-fixing" - Institut de 

Relations Internationales et Stratégiques (IRIS) 

 "Staying on side: How to stop match fixing" - Transparency International 

The projects showed that a significant impact on prevention and raising 

awareness had been made, not only by reaching out to athletes, but also to 

the different authorities, and that considerable progress had been made to 

improve coordination and cooperation between the relevant parties. 

Theme 2: Promotion of physical activity supporting active ageing 

Moderator: Réka Veress, Officer for EU and international affairs, 

Ministry of Human Capacities in Hungary 

Four projects were presented, highlighting different approaches to the 

promotion of physical activity: 

 ACTIVEAGE, capacity building for physical activity programs for ageing 

people – Deutscher Turnerbund e.V. 

 Fit for Life Europe – State Capital Stuttgart 

 Get Physical – Get up, get out, get moving – Sport Initiative, Loisir Bleu 

 WAP – walking people, it is never too late to start – Comune di Firenze 

The project leaders highlighted the good cooperation between the different 

partners, the quality of the results and the importance of legacy once the 

project is finished. Many of the participants expressed an interest in learning 

from these examples and, in the case of WAP, for example, in joining the 

newly created network. 
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Theme 3: Awareness-raising about effective ways of promoting sport at 

municipal level 

Moderator: Stefano Gallo, Deputy Mayor, Turin 

The following projects were presented: 

 Promoting Urban Sports for All – Comunità Nuova ONLUS 

 SportWeCan: European Cities of Sport for promoting sport activities for 

citizens – ACES Europe 

 Active Network: European Municipalities and Sport Organisations in 

partnership - ISCA 

 SportCityNet – TAFISA 

 Promoting social inclusion through sport – Municipality of Prato 

The projects focused on the importance of the creation of networks between 

cities and local authorities and sport stakeholders, as well as on the 

exchange of best practice. 

All projects gave useful ideas on how to better promote sport at municipal 

level, thus providing the European Commission with useful food for thought 

for the forthcoming European Week of Sport. 

Theme 4: Trans-frontier joint grassroots sport competitions in 

neighbouring regions and Member States 

Moderator: Heidi Pekkola, Sport Policy Director, ENGSO 

The following projects were presented: 

 "Fireball Europe" - Zavod SKL za razvoj in promocijo sporta Ljubljana 

 "Running competitions in the cross-border region" - The Institute for 

Eastern Studies  

 "Let’s Pull Together!" – Latvijas virves vilksnas federacija 

 "Football² - international youth football and education" - Deutsch-

Tschechische Fussballschule e.V. 

 "European Para Snow Sport Youth Circuit" – International Paralympic 

Committee e.V. 

 "European Street Soccer Cup" - Danske Gymnastik 

All the presentations underlined the social and integration role of sport. It 

was strongly underlined that support for cross border, regional cooperation 

in the area of physical activity contributes to promotion of intercultural 

learning and dialogue between different communities. 
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Questions from the audience were mainly addressing the issue of finding 

partners as well as attracting private entities to be a part of the project. 

Session 3: Sport in the European Union, the path forward 

This session was one of the highlights of this edition of the EU Sport Forum, 

especially taking into consideration the new political environment - a new 

European Commission, new European Parliament and a new EU Work Plan 

for sport.  

The high-level panel included Commissioner Tibor Navracsics, Giovanni 

Panebianco (Director General responsible for Sport, Italian Presidency), 

Santa Ozolina (Counsellor for Youth and Sport at the Permanent 

Representation of Latvia to the EU), Santiago Fisas Ayxelà (Member of the 

European Parliament), Anton Rombouts (Chair of the EDUC Commission, 

Committee of the Regions) and Patrick Hickey (President of the European 

Olympic Committees). The discussion was moderated by Bart Ooijen (senior 

policy officer at the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport in The 

Netherlands). 

Commissioner Navracsics set the scene for the discussions by providing an 

overview of recent key developments in sport in the EU (e.g. EU Work 

Plan, HEPA, match-fixing, Erasmus+) and outlined his priorities for the 

coming years: grassroots sport, major common challenges (such as match-

fixing and doping) and the sport sector's contribution to growth, innovation 

and jobs.   

After some introductory remarks from the panellists on the future of sport 

from the perspective of their own organisation, the debate was organised 

around three main topics: promotion of sport for all, challenges and 

threats for sport with focus on cooperation with other sectors, and 

cooperation with the sport movement.   

The debate showed that EU policies related to sport are going in the right 

direction. However, while there are many already existing tools and 

instruments (the Erasmus+ Programme, for example), there are still 

challenges to be tackled. Efforts should be directed at the improvement of 

sport at the local level (Mr Rombouts, Commissioner Navracsics). The 

process of awarding major sport events was also identified as a key issue 

(Mr Hickey, Mr Panebianco). Panellists agreed that there should not be 

specific sport legislation in place, but that new ways of stimulating 

grassroots sport need to be found. The future EU Presidency (Ms Ozolina) 

confirmed that sport for all will be a central feature of their six-month 
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tenure. Regarding the cooperation with the sport movement, it was stated 

that more contacts and discussions are needed. Mr Fisas underlined that 

cooperation between Member States, the sport movement and EU 

Institutions is already in place. All the public administration representatives 

emphasised that they are ready for closer cooperation on all levels.    

Mr Ooijen concluded the discussion by stating that 2015 will see the 

implementation of new initiatives such as the European Week of Sport or the 

first European Games in Baku. However, it will also be a period of intensive 

consultations with all the stakeholders to find answers to the new 

challenges. 

 

Session 4: European Week of Sport 

Susanne Hollmann, Deputy Head of the Sport Unit, recalled the challenge 

(European citizens are not active enough), the origin of the Week (which 

corresponds to a call from the EU institutions) and presented the main steps 

taken in the last months. She also explained the vision and concept of the 

Week, which will take place from 7th to 13th September 2015.  

She then presented in detail the 5 pillars that will be guiding the activities of 

the European Week of Sport: the Focus days, the Flagship event, the 

activities at national level, the Ambassadors' programme and the 

partnerships. With the Focus Days, the European Week of Sport aims to 

facilitate access to physical activity in specific locations: education 

establishments, workplace, outdoors, and clubs and fitness centres. At the 

same time, one major Flagship event should address a key issue, linked to 

the policy agenda for sport; this could be gender equality, active ageing, 

youth sport or disability. To be successful, the European Week of Sport will 

also encourage and support national events in the Member States. To 

inspire citizens, a team of EU Ambassadors will be selected in the course of 

2015; the choice of the team will represent a diverse range of sports as well 

as different social and geographical backgrounds. Finally, Susanne Hollmann 

introduced the concept of European partners, committing to support the 

Week with concrete actions. She concluded that any other European and 

also national organisations are welcomed to become partners at any stage! 

Florence Mondin, Policy Officer in the Sport Unit, continued by giving further 

details on the communication strategy supporting the European Week of 

Sport. She presented the overarching campaign theme for the Week, the 

hashtag #BeActive, a theme that is intended to be accessible to everyone, 
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as well as one that delivers a ‘call to action’ to get European citizens moving. 

Following a presentation of the campaign objectives and audiences, she gave 

further details on the #BeActive main elements: messaging and content, 

activities, social media and digital, and media and outreach. 

These two presentations were followed by a signature ceremony with the 

first 14 European Partners of the Week: EOC, ENGSO, Special Olympics, 

UEFA, EPFL, FIFPRO, European Golf Association and its partners, FESI, 

EuropeActive, EFCS, ICSS, AcesEurope, ISCA and TAFISA.  

 

Session 5: Studies 

Tuesday morning began with a session devoted to the results of three 

studies commissioned by the European Commission, which had been 

published during 2014. 

The Forum first heard from two studies on betting-related match fixing: 

Antoine Duval of Asser Institute (NL) presented the "Study on risk 

assessment and management and prevention of conflicts of interest 

in the prevention and fight against betting-related match-fixing in 

the EU-28", and Morten Larsen of Oxford Research (DK) presented the 

results of the "Study on the sharing of information and reporting of 

suspicious sports betting activity in the EU-28".  Both studies will be 

relevant in the forthcoming preparation of a Commission initiative on match-

fixing. 

The third presentation by Ben van Rompuy, also of Asser Institute (NL), 

concerned sports organizers rights in the EU - the various types of legal 

protection which exist, how rights are managed in the field of in media as 

well as possibilities to exploit media rights in other fields such as gambling.  

The short discussion highlighted some of the differences of opinions in this 

field. 

Session 6: Multi-sport clubs 

Following an introduction by Yves Le Lostecque, Federico Eichberg 

(coordinator of the European Multisport Club Association) stressed the 

importance of multi-sport clubs in creating a link between grassroots 

sport and high-level sport, for example by ensuring economic 

sustainability in cooperating and sharing their benefits.  
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Multi-sport clubs also support social inclusion (notably in the case of 

disability) and the fight against discrimination (with the inclusion of 

immigrants and people from disadvantaged backgrounds). 

The session continued with the presentation of three best practice examples 

from around Europe: Ferencváros (Hungary), Everton (UK) and Lazio 

(Italy). 

Session 7: Economic and social impact of major sport events 

The session was introduced by Yves Le Lostecque, who explained that the 

discussion comes at a time when the EU is placing greater emphasis on the 

economic dimension of sport, making reference also to the relevant work of 

the EU Expert Groups. 

Dr. Heinz Rutter then made a presentation, outlining the various dimensions 

of the topic and illustrating it with his team's research. He noted that 

measuring impact is a complex undertaking, and always easier in the short-

run than in the long-run. At the same time, his team identified a series of 

legacy themes which could make this effort more feasible. His Global 

Reporting Initiative (GRI) aims to provide a benchmark on how to 

proceed in attempting to measure impact, but different stakeholders will 

always need to take up their responsibilities in order to deliver this impact. 

Simon Clegg drew on his experience from London 2012 and indicated that 

clarity of vision among the involved stakeholders is key, as is an alignment 

of interests. He shared the opinion that short-term impact is easily 

measurable (like tennis-racket sales after Wimbledon) but long-term impact 

is harder to capture. He also underlined the inevitable difficulties that arise 

in the presence of different actors (sport organisation, government, host 

city, and Organising Committee), particularly as expectations change and 

priorities begin to diverge. 

Mark Lichtenhein also underlined the importance of clear objectives and a 

common understanding across all involved parties in order to maximise the 

event's impact and socio-economic legacy. In the case of the ClubGolf 

Initiative, born of the Scottish Government pledge to introduce golf to 

every child under the age of 9 as part of the Ryder Cup bid, over 350,000 

children have so far benefited. 

On the issue of dual-hosting, Julien Zylberstein outlined UEFA's plans for 

EURO 2020, which will be spread over 13 different host-cities, thus 

significantly reducing the financial burden. It will also be an opportunity for 
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smaller countries to host a major event and will constitute an opportunity to 

promote values shared with the EU like regional development, social 

inclusion, multilingualism, mobility and a unified Europe. 

Ian Hooper underlined the importance of timely planning and explained that 

Glasgow's strategy for the 2014 Commonwealth Games stretched out 

over 7 years. Infrastructure is usually considered a very concrete impact, 

but venues are often dictated by the short-term needs of the event rather 

than the long-term needs of the city. In this respect, Clegg highlighted the 

London Olympic Stadium which had not been carefully thought through. 

Flexibility and adaptability of venues is becoming key in bidding and hosting 

major events. Baku 2015 will include some temporary venues as well. 
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