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Dear colleagues, 

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

The previous session dedicated to the Sport Chapter of 

Erasmus+ was probably one of the key moments of this Forum. 

I am aware that the expectations from the "sport family" are 

high and I am happy, but not really surprised, that the 

presentation which has been made on our new EU programme 

for education, training, youth and sport has raised a lot of 

interest.  

We have indeed come a long way. I remember that some years 

ago when I joined DG EAC as Deputy Director general, sport as 

an EU policy field had not yet the standing it has today. On 1 

December 2009, the new Treaty came into force with a new 

competence on sport. Now, a few years later, I consider that we 

have not only achieved excellent progress by assuring that 

sport will from now on receive specific programme support; we 
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have also managed to create a strategic framework at EU level. 

This would not have been possible without a constant dialogue 

and the input and support from the sport sector.  

I will now give you some views on the policy side, and more 

specifically on the strategic policy framework for sport, namely 

the implementation of the first EU Work Plan for Sport 2011-

2014 that the Council adopted in May 2011.  

As you know, with this resolution the Council identified a list of 

priorities for the first EU Work Plan and introduced new working 

methods. Most importantly, the Council decided to set up six 

Expert Groups to implement the priority actions identified in the 

Work Plan. They cover the following areas: Anti-doping, Good 

governance, Education and Training, Sport, health and 

participation, Sport statistics, and Sustainable Financing on 

Sport.  

This method led to a number of achievements and important 

policy developments. Let me just outline a few. 

 

Proposal for a HEPA Recommendation 

A major achievement has been the recent adoption by the 

Commission of its proposal for a Council Recommendation on 

health-enhancing physical activity (HEPA). This is the first ever 

draft Recommendation in the field of sport. In light of the well-
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known problem of physical inactivity in Europe and its social 

and economic consequences, I consider this a crucial step.  

Following the Council's request in 2012 for such a proposal, we 

have been working hard with experts and stakeholders to 

present a balanced initiative where the EU can add value to the 

many existing efforts in the Member States. The input from the 

Expert Group on Sport, Health and Participation, including from 

the side of observers from the sport movement, played a major 

role in the drafting process. 

The proposal is based on the EU Physical Activity Guidelines. It 

should put in place a light monitoring framework to identify 

trends and ultimately help Member States to formulate and 

develop effective HEPA policies.  

Discussions in the Council have already started so that the 

Recommendation can hopefully be adopted by the Council in 

November. This would open the way for its implementation in 

2014. 

 

Match-fixing 

Another priority area has continued to rank high on the EU sport 

agenda, namely the fight against match-fixing.  

On 13 November 2012, the Commission adopted a 

Recommendation for a Council Decision laying down the 

negotiating directives authorising the Commission to participate, 
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on behalf of the EU, in the negotiations for the Council of 

Europe Convention against match-fixing.  

.  

The negotiations started in March this year. The Commission 

took part in all the negotiating rounds, as observer first and then 

as fully-fledged EU representative. 

The text of the Convention is now being finalised. It should be 

ready for signature and ratification as from August 2014. 

We think that the draft Convention represents a solid basis for 

strengthening pan-European coordination and cooperation in 

the fight against match-fixing. Therefore we fully support the 

Council of Europe in its efforts to conclude the work on this text. 

That such good progress could be achieved in this field is also 

due to the input and support from the Expert Group on Good 

Governance and the many stakeholders participating as 

observers. 

The Group also developed a list of Principles for good 

governance in sport which should serve as a basis for the policy 

debate in the Council meeting in November. 

 

Dual careers, Sport and education 

Let me briefly turn to another priority area in the Work Plan, 

sport and education. And in particular "dual careers for athletes" 

and "sport qualifications", where good progress could be 
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achieved thanks to the work in the Expert Group on Education 

and Training in Sport.  

You will hear about dual careers for athletes in detail in 

tomorrow's panel discussion. Let me just highlight that it is a 

great achievement that the EU Guidelines on Dual Careers for 

Athletes were followed by the conclusions of the Council earlier 

this year. Together with the inclusion of this topic in the 

Erasmus+ programme, this is an excellent basis to ensure a 

concrete follow up both in the Member States and at EU level.  

 

Anti doping 

Like it or not, year after year, doping remains a major issue. We 

must ensure together that our common approach is not only 

efficient and credible but also decent in the way it treats 

athletes.  

In mid-November, the new World Anti-Doping Code 2015 will 

be adopted at the World Conference in Johannesburg. The 

consultation process has taken over 18 months and the EU has 

submitted four contributions to WADA, all prepared by the 

Expert Group on Anti-Doping, adopted by the Council and 

submitted by the Presidency.  

In the Work Plan, the Expert Group on Anti-Doping had been 

given another task by the Council, namely the preparation of a 

draft proposal regarding recommendations on Doping in 
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Recreational Sport. The Expert Group on Anti-Doping is 

finalising its draft which will soon be sent to the Council. 

 

Sport statistics 

Another area where the Work Plan helped to ensure progress is 

the strengthening of the evidence base for the economic impact 

of sport.  

Experts have been working over the years to develop a 

methodology to measure the economic impact of sport, the 

"Vilnius Definition of Sport". It is a great success that meanwhile 

six countries have established sport satellite accounts at 

national level, and it is encouraging that many other Member 

States have initiated the process.  

You can see the results for these countries in the new SSA 

leaflet we just published. I welcome the fact that Ministers will 

discuss the issue further at tomorrow's Ministerial meeting. 

 

Sustainable financing of sport 

Finally, another priority topic in the Work Plan of direct 

relevance for the sport movement is the sustainable financing of 

sport. The Expert Group issued recommendations which were 

discussed at a conference in Dublin last year. 

More progress could meanwhile be achieved, e.g. with the 

adoption of a legal basis for block exemptions in new areas, 
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including sport, in the context of the on-going state aid 

modernisation. 

 

Next steps 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

This was just a snapshot of the many activities we are all 

involved in to further develop the EU dimension in sport. The 

Work Plan set a few priorities on which we, in particular the 

Expert Groups, have delivered results, leading to concrete 

Council outcomes. This work has therefore shaped and will 

continue shaping EU policy making in sport. 

What will happen next? To assess the implementation of the 

first EU Work Plan for Sport, the Commission will issue a report 

by the end of the year that will take the form of a 

Communication. Our report will serve as a basis for the 

discussion on a new EU Work Plan starting early next year in 

the Council. 

What will be the main elements of this report? A lot will depend 

on the consultation process which has already started a long 

time ago. As a crucial piece of input, today we wish to seek 

stakeholders' views. This is why we have organised this 

consultation session. All these elements will enable us to 

present a report which should be concise, focussing on the 
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progress made on the content side but also on the working 

methods and structures. The report should also include ideas 

for future work. 

 

Dear colleagues,  

 

In these two parallel workshops, we expect to hear from you 

about the impact and results of this first Work Plan but also 

about your suggestion for priorities in view of the next Work 

Plan. 

As we wish to give the floor to the sport movement, in this 

session we have appointed as rapporteurs two persons who 

come from sport organisations: Ms Terhi Heinilä, from the 

International Working Group on Women and Sport, and Mr 

Mathieu Fonteneau, from the EOC EU Office. I thank both of 

them for their cooperation and trust that they will do an 

excellent job. 

To conclude, let me encourage you to participate actively in the 

discussions. You will find some guiding questions in the 

background document in your conference folder.  

I wish us all constructive exchanges of views and I look forward 

to tomorrow's presentation of the results in the plenary. 
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Thank you.  


