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Background 

In 2010, the EU and the Republic of Korea signed a Protocol on cultural 

cooperation, whereby they agreed to promote audio-visual co-productions. This 

agreement gives special benefits to works co-produced between Korea and EU 

Member states, provided that they meet certain conditions.  

Below you will find a short description of these benefits and conditions. The full 

text of the Protocol is available at:  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22011A0514(04)&from=EN 

Benefits 

The co-produced works will qualify as 

 European works in the EU 

 Korean works in Korea 

This means that the co-produced works, whether they are minority or majority 

co-productions, will fall under the definition of European works referred to in 

Article 1 (n) (iii) in the Audio-visual Media Services Directive1. In a similar 

fashion, these co-productions will qualify as Korean works in Korea.   

Conditions 

In order to qualify as co-productions as per the provisions of the Protocol, the 

works have to meet a number of conditions. These are as follows:  

The participating production companies will have to be owned by an EU Member 

State or by nationals from a Member State of the European Union or Korea 

respectively. In addition the managers/ directors of these companies will need to 

live in the EU or Korea respectively. 

                                       
1 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:095:0001:0024:EN:PDF 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22011A0514(04)&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:095:0001:0024:EN:PDF
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Audio-visual works that are not animation  

 
 Participation of producers from two EU Member States 

  A minimum financial contribution from each of the EU Member State 
producer(s) of at least 10 percent 

 A total of at least 30 percent contribution from the EU Member State 
producers. 

 A total of at least 30 percent contribution from Korean producer(s) 

 Technical and artistic contribution from EU and Korean producers:  this 
contribution shall not vary by more than 20 percentage points of their 

respective financial contribution and cannot be more than 70 percent of 
the overall contribution 

 Producers from third countries can participate if: 

 they come from a country that has ratified the 2005 UNESCO 

Convention on the protection and Promotion of the Diversity of 
Cultural Expressions2, and 

 the contribution to the production costs and the artistic technical 
contribution is maximum 20 percent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       
2 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-diversity/diversity-of-cultural-expressions/the-convention/parties-to-the-

convention/ 

 

Example: Film X involves two producers from EU Member State Y with 

20 percent of the budget and one producer from EU Member State Z 

with 10 per cent of the budget. Together they contribute with 30 per 

cent of the budget. The Korean producers contribute with 50 per cent, 

and a producer from a third country with 20 per cent. 

The film can involve artists and technicians from the two EU Member 

States that in total amount to minimum 10 percent and maximum 50 

percent of the budget. For Korean artists and technicians the minimum 

is 30 percent and the maximum 70 percent. For the third country the 

maximum is 20 percent.  

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-diversity/diversity-of-cultural-expressions/the-convention/parties-to-the-convention/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-diversity/diversity-of-cultural-expressions/the-convention/parties-to-the-convention/
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For animation audio-visual works 

 
 Participation of producers from three EU Member States 

 Financial contribution from each EU Member State producer(s) of at least 
10 percent 

 A total of at least 35 percent contribution from EU Member State 
producers 

 A total of at least 35 percent contribution from Korean producer(s) 

 The audio-visual work involves technical and artistic contribution from 
both EU and Korean producers 

 This contribution shall not vary by more than 10 percentage points of their 
respective financial contribution and cannot be more than 65 percent of 

the overall contribution 

 Producers from third countries can participate if : 

 they come from a country that has ratified the 2005 UNESCO 

Convention on the protection and Promotion of the Diversity of 
Cultural Expressions, and 

 the contribution to the production costs and the artistic technical 
contribution is maximum 20 percent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approval of co-productions 

In Korea: the Korean Communications Commission for broadcasting 

programmes and the Korean Film Council for films (KOFIC). 

In the EU: the national film institutes or other bodies approving co-productions 

in the countries of the EU co-producers. 

Example: The film X involves two producers from EU Member State Y 

with 40 percent of the budget, one producer from EU Member State Z 

with 10 per cent of the budget, and one producer from EU Member state 

K with 10 percent.  Together they contribute with 60 per cent of the 

budget (minimum is 35). The Korean producers contribute with 35 per 

cent, and a producer from a third country with 5 per cent.   

The film can involve artists and technicians from the three EU Member 

States that in total amount to minimum 50 percent and maximum 65 

percent of the budget. For Korean artists and technicians the minimum is 

25 percent and the maximum 45 percent. For the third country the 

maximum is 20 percent.   


