
Frequently asked questions 
 
ON THE PREPARATORY ACTION ON 
CIRCULATION OF AUDIOVISUAL WORKS IN THE DIGITAL ERA 
 
 
 
What is a preparatory action?  
 
Preparatory Actions are tools for the formulation of political priorities and the 
introduction of new initiatives that might turn into European Union activities and 
programmes. The European Commission finances projects that may lead to the 
formulation of new proposals in a policy domain. 
 
What is the purpose of the preparatory action on circulation of audiovisual 
works in the digital era? 
 
The preparatory action aims to test innovative strategies for the distribution of 
European films by exploiting the possible synergies/spillovers between the different 
distribution platforms (cinemas, DVD, VOD, TV channels, festivals, etc.) in a context 
where films are released simultaneously or quasi-simultaneously in different Member 
States and on several distribution platforms. 
The preparatory action will enable industry and policy makers to benefit from the 
implemented projects thanks to the reports produced and the public workshop which 
will be organised by the beneficiaries before the end of the project. 
 
When should you apply? 
 
The call for proposals is open from the date of its publication in the Official Journal 
until 06/09/2013 23:59 CET Brussels time. 
 
 
Who can apply? 
 
Group/Consortium of companies or organisations from the audiovisual and related 
industries (producers, sales agents, distributors, rights holders, marketing agencies, 
cinemas, VOD platforms, etc…) satisfying the following conditions: 
 
- The coordinator and co-beneficiary(ies) of the applicant group must 
have their registered office in a Member State of the European Union; 
- The applicant group must include at least two sales agents. 
 
"Natural persons" (individuals) are not eligible. 
 
 

In which language can a proposal be submitted? 

A proposal can be submitted in any of the official languages of the European Union. 



Could you please clarify what is the minimum partnership (two partners from 
two different EU countries?) and the maximum budget for a project proposal 
under the call “Circulation of films in the digital era”? 
 
According to the eligibility criteria, the minimum partnership is a grouping of two sales 
agents, based in one of the eligible countries (hence they could come from the same 
country). However, the award criteria number 1'Quality of the content of activity' 
implies that the impact of the project in terms of number, diversity and 
complementarity of films and territories must be clearly demonstrated. It is therefore 
important to bear this in mind while setting up a consortium. Of course, the 
contribution of each partner should be thought through. The bigger a consortium 
gets, the more difficult it is to manage 
There is no maximum budget, the only parameters are the global budget of the 
Action (maximum 1.994.000 EURO) and the limit to support of maximum 70% of the 
eligible costs of a project. 
 
Since the budget is limited, how many projects can be financed and what 
amounts could be provided for such actions? 
 
As mentioned in the Programming table 2013 (see Annex 2 of the Work Programme), 
the European Commission plans to select around 3 projects.   
 
 
Why should the beneficiaries organise a public workshop and provide detailed 
reporting of the preparatory action? 
 
Through this preparatory action, the European Union is enabling European industry 
to test innovative modes of film distribution that have not yet been tried out in Europe 
despite the market and technological developments. In return for the public financing 
provided, it is essential that the results of the projects are shared with the public 
(notably professionals and public authorities) in order that an informed debate 
can take place on issues such as new business models and practices/rules on 
release windows. This is why beneficiaries are obliged to provide detailed reporting 
as well as to organise a workshop, where the results of the projects are presented. 
 
 
With respect to the partners for the projects are there countries that are more 
interesting than others in the sense that they would present an added value for 
the project? 
 
No. The award criteria mentioned in the work programme clearly show that the 
diversity of the territories covered by a project is the key parameter. It's up to the 
applicant to explain the choice of territories and to demonstrate their 
complementarities, in line with the objectives of the preparatory action. 
 
Who is this funding for? 
 
The support is aimed at groupings of professionals that will comply with the eligibility 
criteria and will obtain the necessary level of points required according to the award 
criteria. Among the requirements for eligibility, we draw your attention to the fact that: 



- there must be at least two sales agents in the group, 
- the group must comprise enterprises or organisations related to the audiovisual 
markets (producers, sales agents, distributors, right holders, marketing companies, 
cinema exhibitors, VOD platforms operators, etc.); 
- all members of the group must have their main place of business in the European 
Union. 
 
When will the results of the selection procedure be known? 
 
Applicants will be informed of the results of their application in December 2013. 
 
 
Is it possible to apply for documentaries or only fiction films? 
 
Documentaries with a cinema release on a national scale are eligible. 

 

Are production costs part of the eligible costs? 
 
The preparatory action focuses on activities of promotion and distribution. Therefore 
costs related to activities of production are not covered by the action. For a more 
comprehensive picture of the eligible costs, look at the call for proposals 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/culture/media/media-content/documents/fundings/digital-
distribution/circulation-in-the-digital-era/calls/call-s08-2013/call-for-proposals.pdf 
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