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COVER PAGE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF COMMENTS TO THE ISSUES PAPERS OF THE COMMISSION REGARDING 
THE REVISION OF THE TVWF DIRECTIVE 

 
 
In order to facilitate the consultation process you are kindly requested to fill out the following form: 
 
Organisation (exact name): Community Media Forum Europe 
Organisation (abbreviation): CMFE� 
Name of contact person: Francesco Diasio, Helmut Peissl 
E-mail:    fdiasio@amisnet.org ; helmut.peissl@civic-forum.org� 
WWW:   http://www.cmfe.net� 
 
Subject:  
(please tick one appropriate box) 
 

 1. Material and Territorial Competence 
 2. Rights to Information and Short Extracts 
 3. Cultural Diversity and Promotion of European and Independent Audiovisual Production 
 4. Commercial Communications 
 5. Media Pluralism 
 6. Protection of Minors and Human Dignity, Right of Reply 

 
The European Commission invites you to submit your observations on these issues papers by 5 September 
2005. Please submit your comments in a generally readable electronic format. Please submit a separate 
document for each issues paper you would like to comment on. All submissions will be published on the 
Commission’s website if not requested otherwise. If you would like your contribution to be treated 
confidentially, please indicate this at the top of the first page of your submission. Should you want to add a cover 
letter please do so in a separate document. In case your comments exceed four pages please start your 
submission with an executive summary. All submissions should be mailed to the functional mailbox of the 
Audiovisual Policy Unit of the Directorate-General for Information Society and Media: avpolicy@cec.eu.int. 
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Position paper for the EC consultation on the revision of the 
Television Without Frontiers Directive 
 
 
Premises 
 
The following proposal has been prepared by the members of the Community Media 
Forum Europe - CMFE and is supported by the World Association of Community 
Radio Broadcasters - AMARC1. At present CMFE includes representatives from non-
profit Community Media (CM) in 13 European countries.2 
 
CMFE welcomes the actual step for public consultation on the revision of the 
Television Without Frontiers Directive. Simultaneously we express our concern that 
during the process of revision until now there has been no explicit and adequate 
inclusion of the community media sector. We would welcome for the future debates a 
gathering of a specific focus group on CM being organised by the commission.  
 
We also welcome the acknowledgement by all the stakeholders of the important role 
of the Council of Europe in its vital work for the development of a media landscape 
characterised by freedom of expression and plurality. We are convinced that the 
proceeding of the CoE 7th European Ministerial Conference on Mass Media Policy 
2005 in Kiev, with the official organisation of an accompanying NGO Forum is an 
example to be adopted by the EU-institutions for similar events. Therefore we 
recommend that in all future Presidency or Commission conferences, as that in 
Liverpool in September 2005, there should be official planned and supported 
accompanying NGO Forum. 
 
CMFE, 4 September 2005

                                                           
1 AMARC is the world's largest international membership organisation in the community media sector, 
counting in membership around 1500 community broadcasters and federations of community 
broadcasters, representing over 5000 
community broadcasting organisations in 110 countries, including most European countries. AMARC 
has INGO consultative status at the UN through ECOSOC and with UNESCO; sector membership of 
the ITU 
2 (i.e. Austria, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Serbia, 
Slovenia, Sweden, UK) 
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2. Issues Paper on the right to information and right to short reporting 
 
In order to strengthen the European public’s access to information, CMFE agrees 
that there should be a ‘right of trans frontier access to programme extracts for use in 
information programmes’.  
 
Rather than establish in the future directive a right of trans frontier access to 
programme extracts for use in information programmes and to specify the applicable 
conditions (the events covered, the beneficiaries of this right, the duration and the 
destination of the extracts), we would prefer a non-discriminatory approach (Option 1, 
QUESTION 2: THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION). 
 
We also urge that the EU take measures against excluding access of local 
community media to events of major importance. This events have, next to 
importance on a national or international level, also importance on local level and 
affect the local community in which this major event is located. Community media 
should not be excluded from making (short) reports of this kind of events. In 
statutorily harmonised rights the EU should also guarantee local access to 
newsworthy events. 
  
CMFE therefore urges the UK government and the EC to keep open a constructive 
and inclusive process of dialogue that will enable the best aspects of the TVWF 
Directive to be reformulated in ways which protect the interests of citizens and their 
community media while being generally acceptable to the relevant industries and 
public service broadcasters. 


