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Fastweb response to the DG INFSO  consultation on  revision of the “Television without 

Frontiers” Directive review process 
 
 

 
1- Rules applicable to Audiovisual Content Services 

 

Fastweb S.p.A. welcomes the opportunity to offer its comments on the Issues Papers of the 

Commission regarding the revision of the TVWF Directive. Fastweb sees the modernisation 

of the rules on audiovisual services as the cornerstone of a proactive integrated approach to 

information society and media policies in the EU.  

 

It is Fastweb opinion that, in the current context of technological change and increased 

concentration, digital convergence is to be addressed in order to stimulate both favourable 

market developments and the promotion of the knowledge society.1 In line with this opinion, 

with respect to the material competence of the future regulation, Fastweb supports the policy 

option aimed at establishing a comprehensive framework for any form of electronic delivery 

of audiovisual content, with two different tiers of rules. A basic tier of rules should apply to 

all audiovisual content services, irrespective of the transmission technology used, with a view 

to ensuring the safeguard of principles of general interest, such as protection of minors and 

human dignity, right of reply, etc. A second tier of rules, derived from the TVWF Directive, 

should apply to linear audiovisual services alone, as defined in the Issue Paper,2 whatever the 

delivery platform. 

 

The “two tiers” approach, while being in accordance with the principle of technological 

neutrality, would safeguard the development of new technologies and innovative services.  

 

                                                 
1  See the European Commission Communication “i2010 – A European information society for growth 

and jobs”, adopted on 1 June 2005. 
2  “The notion of linear audiovisual services would only cover services that are scheduled, i.e. where 

there is a succession of programmes arranged throughout the day by the responsible editor and the 
viewer does not control the timing of the transmission. Thus, editorial responsibility would be part of 
the definition for the second tier. These services would include, for example, traditional television, web 
casting, streaming and near video-on-demand, whatever the delivery platform”. 
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However the new TVWF Directive must pay more attention than today to market conditions, 

otherwise it will be useless to talk about “technological convergence”, without taking into 

consideration the “convergence of markets”. 

 

The access to contents is the key element for every markets, irrespective of their 

technologies. 

 

In order to start to guarantee market conditions, a first positive step could be the revision and 

their insertion in the new TVWF Directive of  “must carry” conditions, contained in Article 

31 of Directive 2002/20/EC. 

 

The TVWF Directive is a “Single Market Directive” ; and thanks to its role, the Directive can 

successfully harmonize, at least, the several “must carry” rules in force in Europe.  

 

Moreover including “must carry” conditions in the new TVWF Directive will reinforce its 

role, as the unique EU legal instruments for broadcasting activities. 


