
Over the years, the Leader approach has 
proved its worth in so many ways.

It has shown that when we hand 
power to local people in rural communi-
ties, they respond. They take charge of 
their own development and come up 
with the ideas. They plan, and negotiate 
with programme authorities.

Leader has also shown that diverse 
partnerships can work and that reach-
ing out across regional and national boundaries has huge value.

All these features make Leader one of the success stories of the 
European Union. It has delivered jobs. It has delivered improvements to 
the natural environment. It has delivered new services.

All in all, it has made people's lives better. And it has brought local 
people together, helping them to help themselves through new ideas and 
new forms of partnership. It has become a "given" in grass-roots rural 
development. 

All of this makes it right to congratulate everyone who has been 
involved with Leader so far.

                                                                        
 

Mariann Fischer Boel
                      Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development

DVDs 1 and 2: In the context of the confer-
ence, 16 Member States have prepared a 
�lm presenting one territory. These �lms 
focus on the speci�c experience of how 
local people addressed their problems 
using the Leader method. 
The �lms are based on live interviews with 
Local Action Groups representatives and 
local inhabitants. Each DVD contains 8 �lms.

DVD 3: With this DVD you have a direct 
access to the most important sessions and 
messages of the event. They are presented 
in a user friendly way and are available in 
short or long versions.
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MAP DVD 1 MAP DVD 2

NL – Kromme Rijnstreek

PL – Partnerstwo 
dla Krajny i Paluk

AT – Ausserfern

HU – Sarret

ES – Guadix

GR – LAG of Thessaloniki

IE – Arigna

PT – Monte

SE – Småland

FI – Joensuu Region

DE – Oberschwaben

CZ – Posazavi

IT – Appennino Genovese

DK – Vestsjælland

UK – Scottish Borders

FR – Haut Jura

Leader achievements:
a diversity of 
territorial experience

European Commission

Leader+ Observatory conference
22–23 November 2007,
Évora, Portugal

Extract from 
the o�cial programme of the conference:

'�is event aims to communicate clear 
and strong political messages about the 

legacy of the Leader initiative, 
by showing how its success provides 

a sound platform for ensuring 
the future of Europe's rural diversity.'

Leader (‘Links between Actions for 
the Development of the Rural Economy’) 
is a Community Initiative launched by the 
European Commission and coordinated 
by its Directorate-General for Agriculture 
and Rural Development. 

Edited by the European Observatory of rural areas 

Person responsible at law: John Lougheed, European Commission, 
DG Agriculture and Rural Development, 130 rue de la Loi, B-1040 Brussels  

For further information: http://ec.europa.eu/leaderplus

Many thanks to all the contributors to this DVD box and mainly to 
the territories which produced the �lms.

© European Communities, 2008     

If you are interested, you can order one additional copy of this box free of charge 
via the EU Bookshop Website at the following address: http://bookshop.europa.eu
For several copies, please send an e-mail to 
AGRI-LEADERPLUS-PUBLICATIONS@ec.europa.eu
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