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focus
In this focus section we take a break from the tour of rural
development in non-EU countries to bring you some news
about our current activities.
Europe’s rural areas and the Leader community face many
challenges, one of them being to ensure the successful
mainstreaming of the Leader method within the European
Union’s structural funds. To help Europe’s rural areas in their
task, the Leader+ Observatory is organising a conference in
Evora, Portugal, November 21-23, 2007. This event, which has
been designed on the basis of survey carried out at national
level, will provide rural areas with an objective view of both
the Leader legacy and the possible future. Films about the
selected territories will open the mini-plenary sessions, and
set the scene for discussion. These films will clearly show the
experience of rural development in selected territories, and the
specific contribution of Leader. Representative territories are
currently being selected.
All rural development actors, who were responsible for
implementing the Leader initiative at all levels and are
responsible for the mainstreaming of the Leader method, are
welcome, as are those who are able to contribute to realising
the Leader axis.

Monitoring and evaluation in the Leader process
12 – 13 September, 2007
Gotha, Germany
After having focused on the development of local strategies in
previous workshops, this event, organised by the German NNU,
will focus on working programmes and steering instruments
for the LAGs’ work. Participants will have the opportunity
to learn more about the following subjects: monitoring;
evaluation; and steering of processes. Further working
programs will be developed in order to be able to create a
suitable local monitoring and evaluation system. Please note
that the deadline for registration is 17 August 2007. For further
information, please contact the German NNU.
LIFE+ programme: first call for proposals
15 September, 2007
LIFE+ is the EU’s financial instrument aiming to support
environmental and nature conservation projects in EU
Member States, as well as in some candidate, accession
and neighbouring countries. The first annual call for project
proposals will be made on 15 September 2007. With the total
budget of EUR 2 143 billion for the period 2007-2013, funded
by the European Commission, the new LIFE+ programme is
divided into three strands: LIFE+ Nature and Biodiversity; LIFE+
Environment Policy and Governance; and LIFE+ Information
and Communication. At present only EU27 countries are
eligible for funding, although the participation of third
countries is possible if additional Community funding is made
available. For more information please visit the official website
of the programme.

The conference will also include: field visits; an exhibition; a
means to discuss and share experiences, and will close with
awards being given to all territories presented during the
conference. Updated information about this event will be
announced in Flash News and on the Leader+ website.
We are also working on: updates of the New Member State
files; Leader+ Magazine 7 is now available in “pdf” format in
English, with other language versions coming soon; and the
Leader Competence Pool continues to attract a wide range of
subscribers. Please continue to inform us about your planned
events, as well as for any transnational cooperation projects in
which you are involved. You can find this and other information
from the site news of the Leader+ home page.
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People and water for climate recovery
17 – 18 September, 2007
Bratislava, Slovakia
Since January 2007, the “People and Water” NGO, together with
a team of Slovakian and Czech experts, has been developing
the “New Water Paradigm”, which is explained in a document
called “Water for recovery of climate”. The publication
represents a turning point for the ongoing debates on water
and climatic change, which is particularly relevant for farming
and other rural communities. The study aims to provide an
easily understood and effective solution, for halting the trend
of global warming. To be published in September 2007, the
report coincides with the launch of an international awareness
campaign. For more information please contact the project
coordinators: + 42 55 79 98 80 67 or by e-mail.
EU interregional cooperation forum 2007:
launching INTERREG IVC
20 – 21 September, 2007
Lisbon, Portugal
The event will launch INTERREG IVC, the new programme for
interregional cooperation for the period 2007-2013. It will
bring together representatives of local and regional authorities,
and other public bodies dealing with regional development.
The programme will focus on certain themes based on the
Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas and grouped under two
priorities: innovation and the knowledge economy; and the
environment and risk prevention. Interested parties will be
able to have ideas for new projects and be shown how to apply
for the new funding. Speakers will include Danuta Hübner,
European Commissioner for Regional Policy, and Francisco
Nunes Correia, Portuguese Minister for Environment, Spatial
Planning and Regional Development. For information on the
event, please contact the conference organizers either by
e-mail or telephone +33 328 381 111.
Cultural diversity as an opportunity
for regional development in Europe
21 – 23 September, 2007
Sibiu, Romania
Cultural diversity as a potential for regional development
will be the focus of this event, which places regions at the
centre of regional planning and operational decision-making.
The conference is therefore aimed at: decision-makers from
industry and business associations; regional and local politicians
and political consultants; cultural, regional and administrative
policy making bodies; research institutes; and universities.
Workshop participants will be able to exchange ideas and
experiences about successful projects. The conference will
conclude by adopting a special declaration to serve as a
future reference for all players and decision-makers. For more
information, please contact Lena May or Alexandra Jula.
Ideas for Leader rural development strategies
24 – 26, October 2007
Gyöngyös, Hungary
This international conference organised by the Hungarian
National Network Unit is targeted mainly at Local Action
Groups. The aim is to gather good ideas, projects and best
practices from all over Europe and to learn more about specific
projects from various fields. These include: development
of rural tourism; producing and bringing local products to
market; improving the quality of life in rural areas; preserving
and creating work places; preserving the natural environment;
producing renewable energy; and international projects
with possible future Hungarian partners etc. Participants will
have the opportunity to build partnerships with Hungarian
LAGs and microregions. For more information, please contact
Mr. Márk Neuhauser.

Econet Europe
Econet Europe is a transnational cooperation
project developed in partnership with: the Italian
Euroleader LAG; the Montagna LAG; and the Finnish Suupohja
Development Association. The project was created to exchange
experiences and knowledge of youths between the ages
of 16 and 18. It involved youngsters from the areas of the
three LAGs, who took part in two study groups concerned
with environmental education and non-competitive sport
activities. The Euroleader LAG has now started to monitor the
project results in its own area. Special attention is given to the
youth’s increased territorial knowledge and their local sense
of belonging. Euroleader also wants to develop a theoretical
model of a transnational cooperation project to improve the
Econet European format, and is looking for partners who can
share similar experiences. For further information about the
project please contact Mr Denis Baron.
Local knowledge, local experience
Jointly funded by all Leader+ partnerships in the
south west of England, this new guide has just been
produced as an inter-territorial project. The publication intends
to highlight some of the achievements and experiences that
these LAGs have gained over the course of the Leader+
programme. By bringing together representatives of LAGs in
the south west to exchange experience and develop capacity
for the future, the project aimed to produce a good practice
material documenting the Leader+ experience in this territory.
The document can be downloaded from the publications
section of the UK Leader+ Network website or directly from the
above link. A limited number of hard copies are also available
on request by e-mail.
COOPERATION CORNER
Partner search tool
Finding partners for cooperation on Leader+ projects
concerns many LAGs. If you have specific information about
a cooperation event or project, you can send us details.
Remember also to use the Partner Search Tool, which you can
find on both European and national Leader+ sites.
A Romanian LAG is looking for partners to develop IT services
in rural areas by providing satellite internet and television
access to business environment and households.
A Finnish LAG seeks partners to develop hiking, skiing and
other outdoor actions in order to promote fitness training and
recreation sports as leisure-time activities.
These projects are looking for partners. You could be one of
them! Learn more about these proposals by consulting the
partner search tool via the above-mentioned link.
“Flash News” contributions
Don’t forget “Flash News” is your news too! Help us
to keep you informed by telling us about what you
are doing in rural development in your area. Please send to
flashnews@leaderplus.org.
“Flash News” subscriptions
You can subscribe/unsubscribe yourself or somebody you know
by sending an e-mail to: subscribe_flashnews@leaderplus.org or
unsubscribe_flashnews@leaderplus.org.

European Commission
Published by:
Josefine Loriz-Hoffmann, Head of Unit, EC Directorate‑General for Agriculture and Rural
Development.
This publication does not necessarily express the official views of the Commission.
For further information:
European Commission
Office: L/130 06/197
Tel. (32-2) 2952355 or (32-2) 2951294
Fax (32-2) 2988808
Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/index_en.htm

