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Foreword

This publication provides an overview of the evolution of the agricultural situation
in the EU and in all Member States over the last 10 years. It can therefore be
interpreted as a dynamic photograph of European agriculture at the beginning of
the new century.

It is mainly based on statistical information from Eurostat, as available in
September 2002. In certain cases, data collected or estimated by the
Directorate-General for Agriculture have also been used.

This report contains three chapters.  Chapter I focuses on the agricultural
economy in the EU and covers the following aspects: the role of agriculture in the
economy, structures of agricultural holdings, employment in agriculture, prices,
income and trade.  Chapter II gives an overview of the market balance sheets for a
certain number of agricultural products. Chapter III covers the main budgetary
aspects.
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List of acronyms and abbreviations

A Austria
AWU Annual Working Unit
B Belgium
BLEU Belgium and Luxembourg
CAP common agricultural policy
D Germany
DG AGRI European Commission, Directorate-General for Agriculture
DK Denmark
E Spain
EAGGF European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund
EL Greece
ESU Economic Size Unit
EU European Union
Eurostat Statistical Office of the European Communities
F France
FADN farm accountancy data network
FIN Finland
GDP gross domestic product
ha hectare
hl hectolitre
I Italy
IRL Ireland
L Luxembourg
LSU Livestock Size Unit
mio T million metric tonne
MS Member State
NL Netherlands
OECD Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
P Portugal
PSE Producer Support Estimate
S Sweden
SGM Standard Gross Margin
SMP Skimmed Milk Powder
t metric tonne
UAA Utilised Agricultural Area
UK United Kingdom
WMP Whole Milk Powder


